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Typically when we 
think of Christmas what first 
comes to mind is ginger-
bread. We associate ginger-
bread with Christmas but 
there are so many more reci-
pes that are amazing for the 
season. Sit back and enjoy 
these jolly and holly recipes.

My Christmas joy 
when I was younger was 
going to my grandma’s to 
the scent of Christmas: for 
me the smells of pies in the 
oven and Christmas dinner. I 
would smell the outside and 
the food and have an amaz-
ing aroma of so many differ-
ent scents.  It made me so 
excited for the time we would 
sit down together as a family 

and eat the amazing foods 
my grandma had prepared, 
seeing the genuine smiles of 
joy on my family’s faces as 
presents were being shared. 
 A fun recipe for any 
age is cream cheese pen-
guins. Of course, you can 
make these into any animal.  
It includes olives, cream 
cheese, sticks, and a carrot. 
They can be good to make 
as a class activity. What you 
would want to do is cut from 
the top to the bottom of the 
olive in a lengthwise shape. 
Cut a small triangle for the 
beak and two additional feet 
in shape.  Place the sticks 
down and start placing things 
in order. Put cream cheese 

on the chest placement for 
the white spots of the feath-
ers. Then you are going to 
also place cream cheese for 
the eyes, attach the small 
carrot, and then a small slice 
of olive for the pupils. If you 
would like to know how long 
it takes we have added the 
recipes at the bottom of the 
page.
 Another amazing 
recipe for family bonding 
time that doesn’t take too 
long is shortbread cookies. 
They require a small amount 
of patientce and it is great 
to make with your family. 
You will need vanilla extract, 
butter, flour, and sugar. You 
will first need to gather your 
ingredients and set your 
oven to 350°. Put all your 
ingredients together in the 
order of butter and sugar; 
first make sure it’s fluffy 

before adding the 
extract and flour. 
Make sure to 
mix them. After 
that put them on 
a baking sheet 
after getting them 
into the shapes 
of your desire. 
Then cook them 
for about 11 min-
utes. Now you 
have your amaz-
ing cookies. The 

recipes website is listed in 
the citations below if you 
would like to go find out more 
about this recipe. 
 For anyone having 
family over for the holidays, 
this is a snack that would 
knock their stockings off.  
Mash potatoes are a largely 
recognized appetizer within 
Thanksgiving and Christmas 
dinners. What you are going 
to want to do is, of course, 
get your potatoes depend-
ing on how much you want 
to make the amount of them 
may vary. For salt a single 
teaspoon of salt of course 
you could add more or less 
depending on your prefer-
ence and milk. You are going 

to want to boil the potatoes 
first for around ten minutes 
after. You have either peeled 
the potatoes before boiling 
or right after boiling be care-
ful not to burn yourself. Then 
after you have them peeled 
and boiled you are going to 
want to mash them. Add the 
milk in, however you would 
prefer or if you would like to. 
After that, you are going to 
let it sit and there are your 
mashed potatoes. My per-
sonal favorite of all.
 Ah Christmas, that 
lovely time of year. It’s 
brought me the most joy 
each year besides my birth-
day. I remember the many 
times I’ve spent with my 
family. A lot of different fam-
ily members I haven’t seen 
in a while and a lot of food 
they brought to the gather-
ings. All the memories I have 
are so nice even if I didn’t 
know some of the people or 
couldn’t remember them. It 
was nice.
 Beginning with a 

traditional Christmas des-
sert, pecan pie. Start with 1 

and  3/4 cups of white sugar, 
1/4 cup of dark corn syrup, 
and 1/4 cup butter. Next get 
1 tablespoon of cold water, 2 
teaspoons of cornstarch, and 
3 eggs. Lastly, you need 1/4 
teaspoon of salt, 1 teaspoon 
of vanilla extract, 1 and 1/4 
cups of chopped pecans, 
and a 19-inch unbaked pie 
shell. Now, preheat your 
oven to 350 degrees F or 
175 degrees C. Then in a 
medium saucepan, combine 
the sugar, corn syrup, butter, 
water, and cornstarch. Bring 
it to a full boil, and remove 
from heat. In a large bowl, 
beat the eggs until frothy. 
Gradually beat in the cooked 
syrup mixture. Stir in salt, 
vanilla, and pecans and pour 
into the pie shell. Bake in 
your preheated oven for 45 
to 50 minutes, or until filling 
is set. Anyone who loves to 
eat tree nuts will love pecan 
pie.

Now a nice dinner 
recipe, Au Gratin potatoes. 
You need 3 pounds of peeled 

and very thinly sliced Yukon 
Gold potatoes, 3 cloves of 
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minced garlic, 3/4 tea-
spoon of salt, and 1 cup 
of heavy cream divided. 
Get freshly ground black 
pepper, freshly grated 
nutmeg, and 2 cups 
of freshly shredded 
Gruyere cheese divided. 
Preheat your oven to 
350 degrees F or 175 
degrees C. In a large 
pot, put in the potatoes, 
garlic, and salt. Fill it with 
enough water to cover, 
and boil it. Reduce heat 
to medium, and let the pota-
toes simmer until tender but 
not mushy. That takes about 
8 to 10 minutes. Transfer half 
the potatoes to a 9x13-inch 
baking dish with a slotted 

spoon. Pour half the cream 
over the potatoes, then sea-
son with the black pepper 
and nutmeg. After sprinkling 
half of the Gruyere cheese 
onto the mixture, top with the 
remaining potatoes; sprinkle 
the pepper, nutmeg, and 
Gruyere in the same order. 
Pour the last of the cream, 
and sprinkle the remaining 
Gruyere you have. Bake 
until the cheese is crisp and 
brown on top. That’ll take 
about an hour. People will 
love this dish, especially if 
they love scalloped potatoes.

To quench your thirst, 
here’s hot chocolate. Starting 
with 1 and 1/2 cups of heavy 
cream, 1 and 1/2 cups of 
milk, and 1/4 cup of sugar. 
Then get 1/8 teaspoon of 
salt, 6 ounces of bitter-

sweet chocolate 
chopped, and 3 
drops of pepper-
mint oil. Lastly, 
you need sweet-
ened whipped 
cream for garnish 
and chocolate 
shavings for gar-
nish. Grabbing a 
saucepan, com-
bine the cream, 
milk, sugar, and 
salt and put it 
over medium-low 

heat. As the cream mixture 
just begins to steam, add 
the chopped chocolate, and 
stir until it’s melted. After 
that stir in the peppermint 
oil. Divide the hot chocolate 
among mugs and top with 
whipped cream and choco-
late shavings. And there 
you have it, some freshly 
made hot chocolate ready for 
everyone to enjoy!

This holiday is so 
lovely, especially when mak-
ing memories with family 
and friends. Nice memories 
could be made while making 
these recipes. Even if you 
can’t do it in person, you can 
host a video call and show 
everyone what you’re doing. 
That sounds like a fun alter-
native to in-person gather-
ings. However you plan to 

celebrate Christmas, these 
recipes will be a hit. Hope 
everyone has a wonderful 
holiday, wish you all only the 
best of wishes.

Citations: 
Christmas Recipes. (n.d.). 
Allrecipes. Retrieved October 
22, 2021, from https://www.
allrecipes.com/recipes/187/
holidays-and-events/christ-
mas/
link: https://www.allrecipes.
com/recipes/187/holidays-
and-events/christmas/

Riley, J. (n.d.). Peppermint 
Hot Chocolate. Food 
Network. Retrieved 
November 18, 2021, from 
https://www.foodnetwork.
com/recipes/peppermint-hot-
chocolate-recipe-1913057
link: https://www.foodnetwork.
com/recipes/peppermint-hot-
chocolate-recipe-1913057

The Claus In Christmas
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From the very begin-
ning of November up 
until the very last days of 
December, there are holidays 
scattered around the world. 
All of them holding different 
beliefs, meanings, and tra-
ditions. In many cultures a 
certain figure can be found, 
in the United States you may 
have heard of Santa Claus, 
but looking around you will 
easily find Father Christmas, 
Befana, and in a more nega-
tive feeling Krampus. But as 
you glance at the myriad of 
figures and stories, can’t it 
be wondered how they’ve 
stuck around for so long and 
why the world still holds onto 
them? What makes these 

jolly characters so relevant in 
human history?

 To look at every ver-
sion, we must understand 
our version first. Santa Claus 
was originally a real person 
known as Kris Kringle. The 
dutch adopted him as Santa 
Claus many years later. 
Many myths can be found 
to surround him; mainly they 
involve him saving the lives 
of the boys and girls in his 
town. One of these myths is 
where the concept of stock-
ings can be traced back to. 
In this myth, a young woman 
was in an unfortunate situ-
ation due to her family’s 
lack of wealth. The night 
before she was scheduled 
to be taken from the home 
and sent elsewhere Kringle 
dropped a large bag of gold 

down the chimney and it 
landed in the stocking she 
had put to dry earlier in the 
day. With this newfound gold, 
the family was safe again 
and the young girl no longer 
had to worry about the future 
they had planned. Saint 

Nicholas was known to have 
been a kind man before his 
death which was presumed 
to be around 343 AD, and 
he is typically shown as an 
older man in red and white 
with golden accents. He was 
around 73 but due to lack of 
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proper records, it’s really a 
toss-up of a number.

 Other cultures have 
their own versions of Santa, 
the most similar being 
Father Christmas, the popu-
lar European equivalent. 
Father Christmas was cre-
ated around the 19th century 
and surprisingly he wasn’t 
made for children. He was 
actually known for presid-
ing over festive celebrations 

in his early existence as 
Christmas was a holiday for 
adults more than their kids in 
this era. In later years such 
was changed and it became 
the kids’ holiday for gifts and 

joy. Father Christmas is still 
a very well enjoyed holiday 
figure in England. 

 Similarly, there is an 
Italian holiday in winter with 
a similar figure. Epiphany is 
the Italian holiday on January 
6 of every year, in which La 
Befana the witch flies around 
the world on her broomstick 
delivering sweets and coal 
for every child. This may 
sound familiar but Befana 

is in fact much 
older than the 
Santa stories 
we’ve all heard, 
tracing back 
to the eighth 
century as part 
of the end of 
the Christmas 
season. Befana 
has several 
small myths 
surrounding 
her, most of 
which intertwine 
with the Bible 
and the birth 
of Jesus. One 
story goes as 
the three wise 
men came to 

her home as it was the cozi-
est and the best kept in her 
village. When the time came 
for the men to leave and 
find baby Jesus they asked 
if she would like to come 

along, though she denied 
as she still had housework 
to do. She felt guilty for not 
going along so she went 
alone to search for him, find-
ing nothing. Ever since then 
on Epiphany Eve (January 
5) Befana searches around 
the world once more giving 
sweets or soot depending on 
the behavior of the child.

 There’s nothing more 
cheerful than a Christmas 
demon who convinces chil-
dren to behave! The most 
well-known Christmas cryptid 
would be Krampus, a half-
man half-goat creature who 
comes around as the oppo-
site of Santa. This character 
originates in Austria and is 
found to be in Pagan culture 
as well with the celebration 
of the winter solstice. The 
men of Austria have made 
traditions revolving around 
Krampus, being two non-spe-
cific days where they would 
get drunk and dress up as 
Krampus to run around either 
their homes or the general 
town streets to frighten chil-
dren into behaving; these 
traditions continue to current 
day. Krampus was known to 
also have many cards made 
of him depicting him going 
after kids. They were actually 
quite popular greetings cards 
around Christmas time and 

can still be found on Etsy. 
Krampus is still quite well-
loved by parents, despite the 
fear they held of him as kids.

 Santa Claus is still 
seemingly as relevant as 
ever in American society, 
with lots of kids still believ-
ing him and enjoying his 
Christmas traditions. With 
about 85% of kids still believ-
ing according to a CNN 
article published four years 
ago in 2017, there’s no for 
sure way to tell if such is 
true. Christmas magic may 
be dying as fewer people 
believe each year, but the 
traditions of mall Santa, 
greetings cards, and cookies 
and milk are more than alive. 
If anything Christmas tradi-
tions will always fade in and 
out with time, as all things 
do. While some kids might 
not believe in Santas now, a 
year from now could be com-
pletely different, and we just 
have to wait and find out.

Citations:
https://www.history.com/
news/krampus-christmas-
legend-origin 
https://www.italymagazine.
com/featured-story/christ-
mas-italy-befana-tradition 
https://www.english-heritage.
org.uk/christmas/the-history-
of-father-christmas/ 
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At Taco Box in Clovis and Portales, we are always looking for 
bright, energetic, and hard working employees.  

Currently, we are hiring for
Cook and Cashier positions
FULL-TIME OR PART-TIME
Have experience? Great! Don't have any experience? Got you 
covered! Just show us your smile and we will train the skills.  

Flexible hours and tuition reimbursement program to help 
with your post-secondary expenses at both CCC and ENMU

Stop by at either Taco Box location or apply online at 

tacobox.com/Careers or at indeed.com
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Christmas is a uni-
versal holiday/tradition. 
Regardless of race or cul-
ture, it is safe to say how 
Christmas is ultimately a time 
for gathering and peace. 
Although the meaning of 
Christmas is controversial 
within certain aspects, such 
as how it should be cel-
ebrated, when, and what the 
overall purpose of Christmas 
is. Around the holidays, 
Christmas movies tend to be 
very popular. Christmas mov-
ies are claimed to be popular 
because of their direct repre-
sentation of how the holidays 
are perceived. Christmas 
movies represent and give 
off a common theme of how 
to spend time with your fam-
ily and loved ones. 

From originals to 

remakes, most people have 
a soft spot for seasonal films. 
Christmas films specifically 
can be extremely moving 
in vast amounts of ways, 
although to summarize, 
these films reach the heart 
of so many people because 
of how they can appear in 
many different genres. These 
genres range from being 
warm-hearted films, com-
edies, romance, to even hor-
ror, allowing for a magnitude 
of different meanings to be 
presented. To emphasize, 
these films all have one thing 
in common, and this would 
be how they are made and 
intended to have the sole 
purpose of bringing families 
together and reminding them 
of the spiritual joys of the 
holidays. Essentially, when 
analyzing the overall mean-
ing of these films, it can be 
something that is more than 
meets the eye. When specifi-

cally viewing a horror movie 
during Christmas, many 
questions and confusion 
arise. How can these more 
dull and less sentimental 
holiday movies give off the 
Christmas spirit?

Set-based characters 
are created to portray certain 
meanings within every film, 
to fulfill the motion play laws, 
by giving the film/audience 
a protagonist, antagonist, 
and other roles to make a 

film successful. Movies such 
as The Grinch are prime 
examples of how certain 
Christmas movies display 
Christmas spirit despite how 
dark they appear. The Grinch 
at first sight appears to have 

a darker underbelly such as 
how he is a true example 
of anything but Christmas; 
the Grinch was determined 
to steal and ruin the day 
of Christmas all because 
he didn’t enjoy everyone’s 
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happiness. By the end of 
the movie he came to the 
realization that Christmas 
isn’t just a materialistic day, 
his eyes opened to what he 
imagined to be impossible. 
He felt happiness, joy, and 
generosity.
 One of the biggest 
traditions during the Holiday 
season is watching Hallmark 
movies. To specify, Hallmark 
movies are movies aired 
on the Hallmark channel 
generally showing a single 

woman falling in love or fami-
lies reuniting on Christmas. 
Viewers more often than 
not can spot the plot of the 
movie within minutes of it 
starting. Hallmark films are 
shown to resemble the gift of 
kindness and peace. These 
films tend to be very cheesy 
yet intriguing, which is why 
they come off to be strangely 
addictive. A formula to get 
millions of viewers. This 
marathon series of films can 
be similarly related to the 

movie series of Home Alone, 
the original Rudolph and 
remakes, It’s a Wonderful 
Life, Frosty the Snowman, 
and last but not least the 
famous Polar Express. 
Despite all these films rang-
ing from entirely different 
genres and backgrounds, 
they all tie back to the same 
meaning and give the same 
resemblance. 

All these Christmas 
films represent the idea 
of family and the com-

ing together of loved ones, 
regardless of what is occur-
ring and how bad a situation 
may appear. These films 
bring light to the audience 
and integrate the idea of 
how there are always posi-
tives within the negatives. 
Although Christmas movies 
and films all have similar 
traits and plots, they all suc-
cessfully capture holiday 
traditions that are brought 
alongside the day we call 
Christmas. 

Another Covid Christmas
Guest Writer
Alayna Mayo

As we come to the 
close of 2021, and approach 
the second year anniversary 
of existence in the midst of 
a deadly pandemic, people 
worry and hope for a holiday 
spent with those they love, 
reflecting on the changes 
that have come about since 
last Christmas. 
 There is no doubt that 
the losses many of us have 
suffered these past several 
months have been taxing 
for every person affected 
by COVID-19, not only in 
America but in the world. 
These emotional devasta-
tions have made us recon-
sider exactly what those 
close to us truly mean. We 
want to be with them, to hold 
them, to spend time with 
them because time is, as 
many of us have so rawly 
felt, fleeting. Since the emer-
gence of COVID-19, we’ve 
lost nearly 5,300,000 people, 
almost 750,000 of those 
deaths in the US alone. And 
with a new variant known 
as the omicron finding itself 
more contagious and at an 

unknown level of severity, the 
pandemic feels more fright-
ening than ever.
 For many of us, last 
year’s holidays were spent 
in quarantine, away from our 
families and friends and what 
makes this time of year so 
special. For those of us who 
lost a loved one, the difficulty 
of this time was amplified 
exponentially. That pain does 
not recede within a year, and 
it probably won’t ever recede 
fully. Grief is a shadow that 
tends to follow even in the 
darkness. 
 This year can be bet-
ter though. We can make it 
better and try to make the 
holidays feel normal this 
time around. Try to make the 
shadow a little smaller. New 
technologies and discover-
ies are being unearthed with 
every new day in humanity’s 
quest to cure the world. Our 
loved ones’ health should be 
the absolute priority this holi-
day season.
 Last December, news 
about the vaccine and avail-
ability was just emerging, 
and attitudes were hopeful 
and timid. Now, twenty-one 
months into the pandemic, 
nearly 8 billion vaccine doses 

have been 
admin-
istered 
globally, 
and stat-
isticians 
have 
noticed 
a sig-
nificant 
decrease 
in the 
rate of 
infection. 

According to the CDC, 
“COVID-19 vaccination 
reduces the risk of COVID-
19 and its potentially severe 
complications. In addition to 
protecting against COVID-19, 
there is increasing evidence 
that vaccines also provide 
protection against COVID-19 
infections without symptoms.” 
This means that the vaccine 
does not entirely prevent 
COVID, but it minimizes 
the chance of infection and 
reduces the effects of symp-
toms should one catch the 
virus. Knowing that the virus 
will never be 100% prevent-
able, the primary goal of the 
Covid vaccine is to minimize 
damage in order to keep 
hospital occupation as low as 
possible and ultimately save 
lives.
 In addition to the 
emergence of vaccines, the 
age and necessary require-
ments for vaccine avail-
ability have also increased 
to include a wider pool of 
people in the United States. 
Last December, we couldn’t 
even fathom the widespread 
availability of vaccines the 
way that we now have them. 
Recently, the CDC and FDA 
approved the vaccination for 
adults and children five years 
of age and older. 
 Additionally, a booster 

shot has now surfaced 
in order to maximize the 
immune system’s fight with 
COVID. At the time of writ-
ing, the Moderna and Pfizer 
booster shots are available 
to those eighteen years of 
age and older, and are to be 
administered six months after 
completion of vaccination. 
The Johnson and Johnson 
vaccine is available to those 
eighteen and older as well 
and is to be administered two 
months after the vaccination 
shot. 
 The pharmaceuti-
cal company called Merck 
has also launched trials for 
an antiviral pill that reduces 
“the risk of hospitalization 
and death among high-risk 
Covid patients by 30 percent” 
according to The New York 
Times. The new drug, known 
as Molnupiravir, is in the very 
early stages of testing, and 
has recently seen a drop 
in effectiveness, from 50 to 
30%. As of now, we don’t 
know much about the drug, 
but its potential could prove 
incredibly helpful in perhaps 
eventually eradicating Covid 
altogether, reducing what 
was once a global pandemic 
to a minor inconvenience 
treatable with a single pill. 
 There is a light at the 
end of the tunnel. There is 
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a future where families all 
around the world can once 
more celebrate the holidays 
with their loved ones without 
fear of sickness and disease. 
There will be a time when 

our grief is not so strong, the 
shadows not so looming. In 
the meantime, I wish you 
all a wonderful second pan-
demic Christmas and a very 
happy New Year.

 Sources:
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/
map.html 
https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/vac-
cines/index.html 

https://www.nytimes.
com/2021/11/26/science/
merck-molnupiravir-antiviral-
covid-pill.html 
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Christmas, what a 
lovely time of year! Everyone 
is filled with joy, visiting fam-
ily, or staying home and cel-
ebrating traditions. So many 
things people are grateful for 
during this holiday. This is 
one of many people’s favorite 
holidays and it’s not hard to 
see why. 

A fun way to decorate 
for Christmas is the little 
twig LED Christmas trees. If 
you’re going for a minimal-
ist approach then these little 
trees are right up your alley. 
Even though you can’t put a 
lot of ornaments up on the 
tree, you can still stick the 
other ornaments around your 
house as long as they’re 
not breakable. “The LED 
twig Christmas tree will con-
tinue to be a trend this year, 
but it’s actually becoming 
a popular accessory for all 
year round, extending its use 
beyond the festive season.” 
(1)

If you’re a person who 
likes to be out there when 
decorating for Christmas 
then you might like using 
Capiz shells for decorations. 

“The beautiful shells of win-
dowpane oysters, known as 
Capiz shells, have captured 
the attention of interiors the 
world over thanks to their 
dazzling, pearl-like shim-
mer...Thanks to their pearly 

white appearance, they will 
be perfect for this year’s 
festive season, delicately 
replicating the white snow 
of Christmas with a warmer, 
softer feel.” (1) These seem 
like an interesting touch for 
winter, and it’s an unexpect-
ed twist compared to the typ-
ical Christmas decorations. 

When decorating for 
Christmas using decorations 
with warm accents brings out 
a wintry feel in your house. 
“The dark, rich colors of the 
woods are a perfect way to 
bring some wintry woodland 
joy into your home this holi-
day season. To emulate the 
wilderness, invest in a plush, 
snow-white faux fur throw 
that can be draped across 
your bed, over the back of 

your couch, or 
taken along for 
warmth during 
a sleigh ride or 
wintry picnic.” (2) 
And to add the 
best part to this is 
that a lot of these 
decorations are 
simple but add to 
the atmosphere 
in the long run.

There are 
probably people 
out there who 
want a nice 
clean look to 

their house when 
it comes to decorating for 
Christmas. That’s very under-
standable if you want to look 
presentable for any family 
or friends coming over. So if 
you’re looking for something 
that you’re sure will look nice 

then try a tree skirt or tree 
collar for your Christmas 
tree. “As households opt for 
cleaner, more modern looks 
in their homes, tree skirts 
(ideal for covering the trunk 
or stand of a tree for a cohe-
sive look) will continue to rise 
in popularity...The addition 
of a tree collar allows you 
to cover up the base of the 
tree, while also giving you 
the option of continuing your 
theme from the star at the 
top of the tree right down to 
the base.” (1)

But with the pandemic, 
it’s thrown us for a loop 
when it comes to celebrating 
the holidays or just simply 
spending time with fam-
ily. We’ve had to find ways 
around these problems to still 
celebrate the holidays with 
family and friends. “Protect 
those not yet eligible for vac-
cination such as young chil-
dren by getting yourself and 
other eligible people around 
them vaccinated...Wear well-
fitting masks over your nose 
and mouth if you are in pub-
lic indoor settings if you are 
not fully vaccinated.” (3) But 
sometimes you’re just not in 
the right spot to do all this 
to spend time with your fam-
ily or properly celebrate. It’s 
a disheartening thought but 
your health and safety mat-
ter more. “Host a video chat 
party with family and friends 
to share in the celebration.” 
(4) This is one of many plau-
sible ways to still celebrate 
with family and friends even 
if you can’t visit in person. 
If you are traveling the best 

thing to do is take a look at 
the CDC’s guides on travel, 
whether it be domestic or 
international you need to be 
sure of the guidelines.
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The Original Christmas
Staff Writer

Evan Engelken

 Ah Christmas, a 
time for family and friends. 
Christmas is not celebrated 
by everyone, as there are 
also holidays like Hanukkah 
and Kwanzaa, as well as 
other holidays celebrated in 
winter. Christmas has a lot 
of different meanings, such 
as the Christian belief that 
Christmas is a celebration of 
Jesus Christ’s birth and when 
the three wise men came 
to give gifts to the new-
born king, hence the word 
‘christ’ in Christmas. But 
not everyone is Christian so 
other people have different 
traditions and celebrations 
and their own meanings to 
Christmas.

  There is another belief 
of how Christmas came to 
be, like the legend of Saint 
Nicholas, who helped the 
needy and gave gifts, which 
transformed over time to the 
myth of Santa Claus, which 
may derive from the Dutch 
name of Sinterklaas. There 
are many different traditions 

people have when they cel-
ebrate Christmas, such as 
my family opening only one 
present on Christmas Eve, 
then opening all the oth-
ers on Christmas Day, but 
that’s just my family tradi-
tion. Another fun fact about 
Christmas traditions is that 
in Japan, many celebrate a 
‘Kentucky Christmas; where 
they eat KFC fried chicken 
on Christmas. It’s not entirely 
known where the tradition of 
having KFC for Christmas 
came from, but it was most 
likely due to great market-
ing, which has led to a long-
standing tradition in Japan. 
And the Dutch also do choc-
olade letters, which you may 
be able to guess are blocks 
of chocolate in the shape of 
a letter. 

 So why is Christmas 
still celebrated today? Well, 
it’s fun, who doesn’t like 
having fun? And since so 
many people celebrate it, of 
course, there will be adver-
tisements for the Christmas 
season; ever notice how 
early Christmas decorations 
are brought out in stores? 
And since Christmas became 
a holiday that so many 

people celebrate, it is bound 
to stick around to this day, 
and maybe it’ll stay around 

until the sun explodes. There 
are many things to do on 
Christmas, like go look at 
Christmas decorations and 
lights, or enjoy a nice cup 
of hot cocoa while watch-
ing Christmas movies. And if 
you’re lucky, you might even 
get some fun snow to play 
in, even if it’s not the type 
that’s good enough to make 
snowmen, you can lie face-
down in the snow and freeze 
your face off and soak your 
clothes from the cold wet 
snow! Extremely fun, who 

doesn’t like doing that? 

 There are many differ-

ent ways Christmas is cele-
brated, but they all share the 
theme of giving and spend-
ing time with the people you 
love most. There are many 
different traditions people 
have, and Christmas is a 
time to celebrate with your 
family and enjoy the holiday 
season.

Sources https://www.biography.
com/religious-figure/saint-nich-
olas  https://www.trafalgar.com/
real-word/japan-christmas-kfc/ 

The Joy Of Giving
Staff Writers
Carlos Hernandez
Kraven Long-Fisher

Since Christmas is 
right around the corner, here 
are a few ideas of what to 
get your family and friends. 
Gifts are an old tradition 
that still lives on to this day. 
Hopefully this article will help 
you find a gift for everyone 
on your list. As Christmas 
gets closer we should appre-
ciate all that loved ones have 
done for us.  A time to give 
back what they have given 
to us. What better way than 
to look back at things they 
enjoy or will enjoy so that we 
can provide them with those 
this season. An example of 
this is giving them gifts they 
will appreciate, even if it’s 
something small. These are 
the gifts you can give to each 
family member.
Dads and Grandpas
 For the most part, 

dads and grandpas like grill-
ing especially during holi-
days. So it makes sense that 
a Four-Piece Barbeque tool 
set would be a really good 
gift for them. A lot of parents 
also love to drink coffee in 
the morning. Gifting them 
a heated travel mug will be 
able to keep their coffee 
warm for as long as they 
want. Let’s be real, most 
dads and grandpas don’t 
like to go clothes shopping. 
Therefore, clothes are a per-

fect gift to buy them during 
the holidays. 
Moms and Grandmas
 It’s generally easier 
to buy gifts for moms and 
grandmas for the sole rea-
son they will love everything. 
With that being said, buying 
them a cozy robe would be 
a warm gift they will appreci-
ate during the cold weather. 
Another gift you can give 
alongside the robe are plush 
slippers, so they can match 
them together. Lastly, getting 

them something 
like a coffee 
maker would 
make their lives 
easier. 
 Teens

Teens 
generally want 
electronics 
more than tra-
ditional gifts. 
A new phone 
is at the top of 
a lot of teens’ 
wishlists like 

iOS and Android phones. 
Another big thing in their 
wish lists are sneakers 
and clothes that they can 
wear for a good amount of 
time. This includes: Nike, 
Adidas, Jordan, Vans, Levis, 
Wrangler, etc. A trending 
product nowadays are led 
lights that they can hang 
up all around their rooms to 
make them colorful; they can 
adjust the colors, brightness, 
and motion of the lights. 
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 These are just a few 
ideas you can give your 
loved ones but there are 
many things that you can 
give them. You could also 
just give something that’s 
meaningful to them, includ-
ing things that have been 
passed down or just items 

that bring back memories. 
Christmas isn’t just all about 
presents; it’s about the 
memories you have with your 
loved ones. So just because 
this article is about gif
ts and what to give, it’s not 
the only thing that your fam-
ily and friends will appreci-

ate. Being thankful for them 
and showing it to them is as, 
or even more, important than 
giving something. 
Citations
https://www.realsimple.com/
holidays-entertaining/gifts/for-
him/christmas-gifts-for-dad
https://www.businessinsider.

com/christmas-gifts-for-mom-
under-50-dollars
https://www.teenvogue.com/
story/gifts-for-teens

A Thanksgiving Buyout!
Congratulations To The Winning 

Team!
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