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New Faculty: New Challenges Pt. 3
Co-Editor
Noah Luscombe
Co-Editor
Hailey Larson

We have come to our 
final part of the interview. 
Thank you to the final teach-
ers who have responded. We 
have some familiar faces, 
some less. Either way, meet 
your teachers who will hope-
fully make as much of an 
impact on your life as others 
in the past. 

Where were you born? 
Where else have you lived? 
What brought you to Clovis?
Mrs. Loera:
I was born in Carlsbad, 
NM where I graduated high 
school. After attending college 
at ENMU, I then met my hus-
band here in Clovis. We got 
married in 2010, we bought 
our first home here and start-
ed our family. Our kids are 9, 

4, and 2 years old.

Ms. Pelfrey:
Omaha, Nebraska
Nebraska, Louisiana, 
Vermont, Alabama, New 
Mexico, Kansas, Texas, and 
Oklahoma. My family original-
ly, and I moved back for a job 
opportunity.

Ms. Speller:
I was born in Oklahoma and 
have lived all over! I’ve lived in 
Washington DC, Ohio, North 
Carolina, Germany, and now 
New Mexico.  I moved here 

for my husband’s job, he’s a 
professor at ENMU.

Mrs. Strickland:
I was born in Clovis, New 
Mexico. I have lived in Clovis; 
Topeka, Kansas; Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, Portales, New 
Mexico, and Hobbs, New 
Mexico.

Ms. Windhorst:
I was born in Dallas and 
grew up in Ft. Worth before 
I met my husband in College 
Station at Texas A&M 
(Whoop!).  Since then I’ve 
lived in Roanoke (TX), Del Rio 
(TX), and Navarre (FL).  He’s 
in the Air Force, which is what 
brought our family to Clovis.

Ms. Winters:
Murray, Utah. I’ve lived in 
Delaware, Mississippi, and 
all over in Utah due to being 
in a military family. After my 
dad retired, I married the love 
of my life and moved here 
where his family was sta-
tioned.

Ms. Wright:
I was born in Dallas, Texas. I 
moved to Lubbock for college 
when I was 18, then moved 
to Clovis because my hus-
band is stationed at Cannon. 

If you’re a teacher/adminis-
trator/counselor what sub-
jects can you teach? 
Mrs. Loera:
I can teach Kindergarten-8th 
grade; I have a minor in PE 
and coaching as well.

Ms. Pelfrey:
Any business-related topics or 
subjects.

Ms. Speller:
I am a Special Education 
teacher and this year I am 
paired up with the math 
department. I’m teaching 
Geometry this year and I. 
Love. It.

Mrs. Strickland:
I can teach English and Gifted 
and Talented at the high 
school.

Ms. Windhorst:
I’m the Instructional Coach, 
but I’m licensed as a 6-12 
Secondary Mathematics 
teacher.

Ms. Winters:
I’m an Educational Assistant in 
the SPED dept.

Ms. Wright:
I currently teach physics but 
can teach any science sub-
ject.

Why did you choose to 
teach, administrate, or 
counsel? Do you plan to 
retire as a teacher or do you 
see yourself in another pro-
fession?
Mrs. Loera:
I knew I wanted to be a 
teacher from the moment I 
began college. Teaching runs 
in my family so it was very 
important to me to continue 
to be that role model that 
kids need. I started off as a 
Physical Education teacher 
and coached JV softball for 
six years which I absolutely 
loved. Then I switched over 
to teach 5th grade and taught 
that age group for four years. 
I decided I wanted to move 
down to first grade and taught 
at that level for three years 
until just recently I made 
the switch over to Guidance 
Counselor here at Clovis High 
School.

Ms. Pelfrey:

I’ve always enjoyed training 
and building content for oth-
ers, and want to pass along 
knowledge. I also love working 
with others!
Yes, I’m currently enjoying it, 
and would love to do it long-
term!

Ms. Speller:
I chose to teach because I 
have always felt that every 
student can learn and I have 
the skillset and desire to help 
those who learn differently.  I 
plan on retiring as a teacher, I 
have all the respect for admin, 
but it is NOT for me!

Mrs. Strickland:
I chose to teach because I 
love kids. I think that high 
school is a very difficult time 
for kids, and I hope a try to be 

Ms. Wright

Ms. Windhorst Mrs. Loera
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a bright spot for kids during 
this time. I do plan on retiring 
as a teacher. I do not plan on 
doing anything after retire-
ment. 

Ms. Windhorst:
I always wanted to be a teach-
er, and when I was a senior 
in high school, I thought 
Math would be the easiest 
subject to grade.  FYI that’s 
not a great reason to choose 
a career, but fortunately, it 
turned out to be the right 
choice for me because I am 
really passionate about help-

ing students understand and 
see the value in math.  As the 
Instructional Coach, I actu-
ally get to work with teach-
ers more than students, but 
I like the leadership aspect 
and getting to help even more 
students via their teachers.  I 
think I will always be in this 
profession.

Ms. Winters:
I love the special needs kids, 
and wanted to work closely 
with them. I aim to become an 
ASL interpreter for deaf stu-
dents in a hearing school.

Ms. Wright:
I chose to teach because 
there is a big demand for 
teachers in our community 
right now. Teaching probably 
won’t be my career in the long 
run. 

How has the pandemic 
made you view your job?
Mrs. Loera:
I have always viewed my job 
as a never-ending learning 
experience, however, living 
through this pandemic has 
made me appreciate it even 
more as well as every single 
educator in the country. No 
one understands the learning 

we had to do in a matter of 
days to come up with enthu-
siastic ways to teach online, it 
was intense!

Ms. Pelfrey:
It made me value balance, 
and stability which many other 
professions do not have. 

Ms. Speller:
Whew, I think the pandemic 
has shown us in sharp focus 
what is important in life. I hope 
that everyone saw just how 
important school is, particular-
ly in-person, daily instruction. I 
also hope that people saw just 
how hard teachers work day 
in and day out.

Mrs. Strickland:
The pandemic has made me 
see how important it is to be 
with kids in the classroom. 
You are not able to create the 
same types of relationships 
with kids through a computer 
screen. There is definitely a 
disconnect with online school-
ing that I did not enjoy at all. 

Ms. Windhorst:
When the pandemic started, I 
was a stay-at-home mom, so 
I had to help teach my own 
kids, which was pretty rough!  
They were in Pre-K and 1st 
grade at the time, so they 
needed LOTS of help read-
ing, typing, etc.  It made me 
appreciate teaching older stu-
dents, and teaching in-person, 
so much more!

Ms. Winters:
I’m actually in the first gen-
eration of COVID graduates, 
canceling the entirety of my 
senior year. As for the SPED 
kids, I have many friends who 
are at high risk and they are 
required to take more precau-
tions.

Who would you say is your 
hero/heroine and why?
Mrs. Loera:
I would have to say my grand-
parents are my heroes. My 
mom and I lived with them 
throughout my entire child-
hood and I was able to see 
how much they had to over-
come just to live the life that 
they have now. I learned so 
much from them and for that I 
will always be grateful!

Ms. Pelfrey:
My parents and my old super-
visor. They have shaped my 
life in many areas and have 
pushed me personally and 
professionally.

Ms. Speller:
My hero is a tiny little 8-year-
old girl who was never sup-
posed to survive to birth.  She 
has shown me that nothing is 
impossible and people telling 
you “you can’t” is just words 
without meaning.  I have been 
so proud to watch her grow, 
thrive, and defy so many 
odds.

Mrs. Strickland:
My parents are my heroes. 
They have survived a lot of 
trials that most people would 
not, and I hope that I can be 
as strong as they are and love 
family and friends as much as 
they do.

Ms. Windhorst:
Actually, I’m not sure I have 
one.  I love and admire my 
family members for lots of dif-
ferent reasons - my mom for 
her unconditional love, my dad 
for his guidance and humor, 
my husband for his bravery 
and expertise, my grandpar-
ents for all kinds of qualities... 
I guess they are all my heroes 
in a way because I look up to 
all of them.  So I can’t name 
just one.

Ms. Winters:
My hero is my dad, because 
he makes me feel safe and 
protected.

If you were on a desert 

island what genre of music/
musical artist would you 
bring and why?
Mrs. Loera:
If I were on a desert island 
I would bring George Strait 
with me, I really enjoy all of 
his music and his voice is 
so soothing. I really enjoy all 
genres of music depending on 

what I am doing. If I am clean-
ing my house or at the gym, 
I love to listen to a good hip-
hop or R&B mix!

Ms. Pelfrey:
I honestly can’t pick just one! 

Ms. Speller:
I listen to all styles of music, 
so would I be allowed to bring 
them all? It really depends on 
my mood, if I’m working, relax-
ing, etc. what kind of music I 
go for.

Mrs. Strickland:
would listen to country, and I 
would want to bring George 
Strait or Rhett Akins. They are 
amazing artists and definitely 
easy on the eyes.

Ms. Windhorst:
Ughh this is such a hard ques-
tion!  It changes for me all the 
time or depending on what I’m 
doing.  Right now, this minute, 
I’d say country. 

Ms. Winters:
I would bring religious pop

If you had a life-changing 
experience, describe it and 
how did it change your life?
Mrs. Loera:
My life-changing experience 
would definitely be when I 
became a mom. Talk about 
total life change! I have three 
kids now, but that first child 
really makes you sit back and 
think about daily life and how 
you want to be better so that 
you can provide them with 
everything that they need in 
order to be successful and 
most importantly, happy and 
healthy.

Ms. Pelfrey:
The whole pandemic experi-
ence was life-changing, it 
made me evaluate what was 
important in my life and shift-
ed my focus. I changed career 
paths for it, and I’m very 
thankful that I did!

Ms. Pelfrey

Ms. Speller
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Ms. Speller:
Oh gosh. Yes, I have.  I had 
my world turned inside out 
and upside down in some of 
the worst ways imaginable.  It 
showed me that what I value 
most is the center of my world 
and everything else is replace-
able.  This sounds very vague 
and I’m sorry for that!

Mrs. Strickland:
My life-changing experience 
happened during my senior 
year in high school. I was in 
a bad car accident, and one 
of my best friends was killed. 
My senior year was not what I 
expected it to be, and my life 
changed drastically and for-
ever. I feel like this experience 
is why I love to teach high 
school because I understand 
that it is not always a great 
experience for everyone.

Ms. Windhorst:
I think having kids was my 
most life-changing experience.  

Not just the dirty diapers, 
although that was a big part 
of it.  They make you grow 
up and mature and start car-
ing about someone else more 
than you care about yourself.  
They also made me under-
stand love on a whole new 
level.  I literally can’t put into 
words the love I have for my 
kids!  

Describe your dream vaca-
tion.
Mrs. Loera:
My dream vacation would be 
visiting Greece. I have always 
loved seeing the scenery 
there in pictures, the weather 
is beautiful, and the food looks 
divine! Waking up next to the 
waves crashing and eating a 
nice brunch next to the water 
just seems so dreamy.

Ms. Pelfrey:
Anywhere on a beach!

Ms. Strickland:
My dream vacation is any-
where on a pretty beach, lying 
under the sun, doing abso-
lutely nothing but listening to 
the waves.

Ms. Windhorst:
There are so many places 
I want to go!  Australia and 
New Zealand are at the top of 
my list right now.  But really 
any dream vacation for me is 
going to include warm weather 
and a beach!

Ms. Winters:
I want to go to Paris.

Ms. Wright:

I would love to go to Greece 
and Italy, mostly for the food 
and the views. 

What favorite series do you 
watch on streaming servic-
es and why?
Mrs. Loera:
I love watching any mystery 
type of series or documenta-
ries. Currently, I am watching 
a show called Manifest on 
Netflix; it is very interesting. I 
love a good murder mystery 
documentary!

Ms. Pelfrey:
The Office and Parks and 
Rec, over and over and over. 
They are hilarious, and I can 
always count on them for a 
smile. 

Ms. Speller:
I love thriller movies/shows, 
not so much for the gore, but 
the mystery and puzzle.  So I 
like shows like House, Bones, 
Sherlock, etc.   I also love 
historical period pieces, so 
I loved Downton Abbey and 
shows like that.  Currently, I’m 
working through Bones again, 
but don’t know what I’ll watch 
next!

Mrs. Strickland:
Yellowstone is my favorite 
show because it is full of 
action and people that stand 
up for what they believe in, 
their family, and what they 
love.

Ms. Windhorst:
My current favorite is Turner 
& Hooch on Disney Plus 
because my daughter likes 

it, and my kids are usually in 
control of the tv.  I also watch 
a lot of Dude Perfect and 
Mark Rober on YouTube with 
my son.  If you haven’t seen 
the Squirrel Maze videos, 
they’re pretty good.

Ms. Winters:
Once Upon a Time, it’s awe-
some and magical.

Ms. Wright:
My favorite series right now 
is Dynasty, Fallon is my spirit 
animal. 

We wish the very best 
to all new teachers in the 
Clovis High school system. 
The staff of the Purple Press 
greatly appreciates all who 
responded and sent in their 
answers, as well as all the 
readers who read every issue 
to get to know their teachers 
better. 

Mrs. Strickland

Ms. Winters

We're Terribly Thankful!
Staff Writer                  
Evan Engleken

Being grateful for the 
things you have in life is 
important; you never truly 
realize how good you have 
it or what those things really 
meant to you until they’re 
gone. Make sure to let your 
family and friends know how 
much you love and appreci-
ate them. Be sure to appreci-
ate the flowers and the sky 
and oxygen and everything 
in nature because it is dying 
and you should appreciate 

its beauty before it’s gone. A 
good way you can appreci-
ate things in your life is to 
make a ‘gratitude journal’; 
you could write in it every 
day about something you’re 
thankful for. Even if it’s 

something as small 
as being able to 
watch the sunrise 
or seeing someone 
walking their dog. 

It’s interesting 
how there can be 
such small things 
you miss after a 
while, like spring 

flowers or autumn 
leaves, the smell of rain, 
or coming home and see-
ing your pet awaiting your 
arrival. A cat’s purring, the 
rain drumming on the roof, 

taking a stroll in the woods, 
the soft rippling of the pond, 
the clouds slowly drifting 
as the earth rotates. Or the 
smile of someone you used 
to know, having a birthday 
party, sharing a joke with 
your friends, or watching 
the sunset. Rolling down tall 
grassy hills, swinging on tire 
swings, climbing willow trees, 
splashing in puddles, picking 
a flower, stargazing on the 
night-cool grass. So many 
different things you could 
easily miss.
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Moments of life you 

hardly ever think about or 
the small things you do every 
day, it can be nice to just 
stop and smell the roses 
every once in a while, unless 
you’re allergic to pollen. 
Instead of always worrying 
and focusing on the big-
ger picture, like the job you 
want, or what you’re going 
to do in the future. It’s OK 

to let go once in a while and 
just breathe. Just relax and 
enjoy the fact you are simply 
alive, to be thankful you have 
all these nice moments and 
memories, even if they aren’t 
huge things. 

Thaksgiving is a holi-
day all of the Americas cel-
ebrate. The US celebrates 
it because it wouldn’t make 
much sense for Britain to 

celebrate 
the pil-
grims 
leaving 
their 
country 
to be free 
of them. 
Not 
exactly a 
flattering 
holiday 
for them. 

Thanksgiving is a time to 
celebrate with friends and 
family and food. Like how 
the natives shared their food 
with the Pilgrims when they 
landed in America.

The season of autumn 
feels quite distinct from the 
other seasons. Yes, ‘sum-
mer is hot, winter is cold’, but 
everyone seems to forget 
about autumn and spring, 
especially when it comes to 
everyone’s favorite seasons. 
You kind of know what to 
expect for summer, winter, 
and autumn, but spring is 
a very mixed bag. It’s sup-
posed to be warmer than 
winter, and while that is 
mostly true, it also tends to 
snow during April in Clovis, 
New Mexico. Guess it’s ‘April 
snow brings May rose’. Ok 
that wasn’t amazing but it’s 
better than ‘April ice brings 
May rice’. But this article isn’t 
supposed to be about spring, 
it’s about autumn so moving 
on.

Autumn feels more 
nostalgic than the other 
seasons, reminding me of 
spending time with relatives 
and playing in the leaves, 
and listening to wind chimes 
being played by the wind. 
And then being strangely 
afraid of the wind chimes 
because there were no other 
noises and I felt like I was 
in a horror movie and about 
to be attacked because the 
wind chimes all alone sound-
ed like a warning of a horror 
villain coming to kill me. To 
me, it feels like autumn is a 
time to reflect on your year, 
or all of your years. The chilly 
air and the trees turning red, 
yellow, and orange just get 
me in the nostalgic mood. 
There are lots of moments 
in my life I miss a lot, but 
at least I got to experience 
those moments at all, and 
I’m grateful for that, but it’s 
hard not to wish for what 
once was. 

Team Is Work
Co-editor
Hailey Larson
Co-editor
Noah Luscombe
 As you may remem-
ber we recently became co-
editors for Purple Press last 
year. We have so far layed 
out four papers. We make 
sure to try our hardest to 
bring the best quality to the 
community we can. As we 
have followed in the foot-
steps of our previous editors 
we are very thankful for the 
things that set us aside from 
the rest.

I’m Noah Luscombe, 
the first co-editor of the high 
school newspaper. I’ve found 
great joy in reading and writ-
ing articles as well as lay-

ing everything out, finding it 
relaxing and almost fun. With 
this, I have a very relaxed 
approach to it, keeping my 
standard high and the qual-
ity higher, as it’s enjoyable 
and calming. If I were to give 
any advice at all, just doing 
the things you’re putting off 
will help you, in the long 
run, feel so much better! I’ve 
found that making things fun 
for yourself and others really 
helps, no matter what it is.

I’m Hailey Larson, I 
am the second co-editor. I 
set up the first paper of the 
school year. We try our very 
best to keep the standards 
high for everyone in our 
organization. We are thankful 
for our Purple Press class-
room. Personally, I never 
thought that after 8th grade 
that I would join another 
Journalism classroom. 
Thankfully I stepped outside 
my comfort zone and found 
something that I was pas-
sionate about.

 Having a partner to 
help out when we are both 
having issues is a huge 
opportunity. I believe that 
Noah and I balance each 
other’s energies. It takes 

a team to put together the 
paper in the first place. The 
layout is a lot easier with 
support from our Purple 
Press class and friends out-
side rooting for you. I have 
never considered myself a 
leader but I can all of a sud-
den help out and I’ve real-
ized where I want to be in life 
for the future.

 I typically find that 
even if I hate working in a 
group, Hailey isn’t that bad a 
person to work with. Though 
we’re near opposites in many 
ways, we work together 
rather well and I find that to 
be both interesting and very 
fun. It’s easier to work with 

people you like and I couldn’t 
be more grateful for all the 
help I get when I find it hard 
to complete the layout alone. 
I’ll never understand how it 
could be done any other way.

Being a part of a team 
in any elective is a huge 
deal. Whether it be at school 
or work a team is one of the 
most powerful things. I have 
learned that over the past 
few months more than ever. 
Even though it’s unthinkable 
we still got papers out every 
month. That was thankfully 
due to the powerful team we 
had last year and we see 
so much potential within the 
new team. I am so thankful 
for my team and I appreciate 
it when I get to hear about 
how the community talks 
about the paper.

I’ll never be more 
grateful for having some-
one by my side as I am with 
Hailey. I’ve noticed that com-
municating what needs to 
be done is the most impor-
tant part of working in a 
team of any kind, and I find 
it particularly important in 
something as collaborative 
as the school newspaper. Of 
course, a big part of how well 

Co-editor Hailey Larson

Co-editor Noah Luscombe
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our collaboration works can 
be contributed to our friend-
ship dynamic, as before we 
were co-editors we were best 
friends and such still stands 
as strong as ever. I’ll agree 
with Hailey and say that we 

are a powerful team, and that 
through any and everything 
we stand strong no matter 
what.

We hope one day we 
leave behind a unique way to 

lay out the paper. Every edi-
tor before us had a specific 
way they did it on their own. 
We hope the next generation 
of the Purple Press will be 
just as extraordinary as this. 
The Purple Press classroom 

is a powerful place of lead-
ership and taking charge. It 
has changed our lives in a 
positive way we are doing 
stuff we never thought was 
possible.

The World Is A Stage
Co-editor
Noah Luscombe

Storytelling has been 
in human society for as long 
as it has existed. It’s taken 
many forms over this time, 
theatre being one that found 
itself in many cultures and 
ancient societies. From the 
Greeks to the modern era, 
the entertainment of actors 
on stage has stuck with us 
as humans. One must won-
der why it’s found itself to be 
immensely important. 

Theatre is similar to 
many forms of art and enter-
tainment with its painted 
sets, music, and well-written 
stories it’s versatile and 
unique in its own ways. Each 
story throws out a new and 
interesting point of view, 
one meant to make you 
think and consider how you 
would react in these situa-
tions. Every form and part 
of theatre is meant to make 
you think differently, there 
are the outstanding lines, the 
stunning sets, and even the 
hand-sewn costuming, all of 
it is the true amalgamation 
of many art forms. And even 

though the art it displays is 
beautiful, not every aspect 
is meant to be. Art isn’t sup-
posed to be appealing, it’s 
supposed to make you feel 
something if anything, and 
that’s exactly what so many 
productions have achieved.

There 
are many 
artistic 
aspects in 
theatre, and 
each aspect 
has many 
possible con-
cepts that 
there might 
as well be 
millions of 
combinations. The sets of 
the Sugar Plum Fairy in The 
Nutcracker are nothing like 
the sets of Annie, and for 
each new production new 
sets are either created or 
repurposed to fit the theme. 
Each brush stroke can be 
found to hold just as much 
emotion as any given scene, 
as the carnation pinks mingle 
to the violet blues illuminating 
the vibrance and life every 
theater needs to make it feel 
so fulfilling. 

Lots of religions can 
be found preaching through 
theatrical productions. There 
are plays outlining the stories 
of the Bible, as well as other 
stories based in religious 
roots such as Islamic plays 

and Jewish pro-
ductions. The 
theatre was a 
large area in 
Greek festi-
vals to honor 
gods such as 
Dionysus, the 
god of wine, 
and fruitful-
ness. These 
original plays 
were the clay 
that has been 
molded into 
the origins of 
modern theatre, 
as every gen-
eration sculpted 
and toyed with 

it creating more 
and more ideas that would 
be scattered throughout his-
tory.

The Greeks had amaz-
ing stories told on stage, and 
they are the original creators 
of the modern genres of 

comedy and tragedy. Though 
the theatre and its thespians 
were a bit sexist, allowing 
only men and young boys 
to play all roles, there was 
seemingly lots of charm to 
the festivities of these plays. 
The ancient Greeks set the 
stage for all future perfor-
mances. While a lot of the 
former traditions are no lon-
ger practiced, there’s still a 
shadow that lingers behind 
the curtains. There are the 
genres of comedy and trag-
edy, live music, and the large 
seated audience, all of which 
can be found in modern 
theatres all around the US 
and globe. An abundance of 
plays were written, though 
few survived. Therefore we 
have ideas of what others 
may have been.

After the Greeks, 
there were many others, but 
another that stands out is 
the Elizabethan theatre. This 
was characterized by the 
popular playwrights at the 
time, including Christopher 
Marlowe, Ben Jonson, 
and William Shakespeare. 
Many well-known and very 
well-loved plays come 
from this time period like 
Romeo and Juliet by William 
Shakespeare as well as The 
Jew of Malta by Christopher 
Marlowe. These performanc-
es were popular for many 
reasons, but in all, they have 
a charm to them. A divine 
charm in which we find beau-
ty even in the darkest of trag-
edies set on a stage of many 
facets. This point in time was 
crucial to the development 
of future dramas, as it was 
set to the final tracks of the 

Middle Ages and could plant 
its foot firmly into the ground 
of the English renaissance 
of theatre. 

The past as a pro-
logue to our modern forms 
of theatre, what is the 
scene like now? There are 
very lively productions and 
schedules all around the 
world. In America, we have 
a great many things, par-

ticularly Broadway in New 
York City. Many shows have 
lived long and robust lives 
on Broadway, whether it be 
Hamilton or Wicked it has 
greatly influenced theatri-
cal decisions and produc-
tions. But what about on a 
smaller scale? What about 
in your home town? Every 
year the elementary school 
Arts Academy at Bella Vista, 
as well as our very own 
Clovis High school do pro-
ductions for the kids as well 
as every parent who wants 
to watch. Both schools, 
despite their differences in 
age, work extremely hard to 
pull off these productions. 
We absolutely recommend 
looking into these school per-
formances, especially if you 
have younger siblings. 

Theatre is extremely 
important to our society, not 
only in history but even in our 
modern time; it finds itself 
on a pedestal for any who 
will listen. Supporting your 
local theatres throughout 
your days is greatly appre-
ciated, and possibly even 
looking into being on stage 
is encouraged just as much. 
Tell the stories that thou-
sands may listen to, even if 
for now you only catch a few 
ears.
https://www.worldhistory.org/
Greek_theatre/ 
https://www.worldhistory.org/
Elizabethan_theatre/ 

WE’RE

JOIN OUR TEAM

HIRING!
TacoBox.com

At Taco Box in Clovis and Portales, we are always looking for 
bright, energetic, and hard working employees.  

Currently, we are hiring for
Cook and Cashier positions
FULL-TIME OR PART-TIME
Have experience? Great! Don't have any experience? Got you 
covered! Just show us your smile and we will train the skills.  

Flexible hours and tuition reimbursement program to help 
with your post-secondary expenses at both CCC and ENMU

Stop by at either Taco Box location or apply online at 

tacobox.com/Careers or at indeed.com
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Christmas Is A Steal
Staff Writer
Kraven Long-Fisher
Layout Editor
Alison Paige

Black Friday, 
November’s traditional 
shopping season. “The first 
time Black Friday referred 
to shopping the day after 
Thanksgiving was in this 
1961 Philadelphia public 
relations newsletter.” So 
when in reference to the ‘hol-
iday’ it started in Philadelphia 
back in ‘61. A little known 
fact about Black Friday is 
that it dates back to 24th of 
September 1869. But the 
1869 Black Friday was actu-
ally something else. “The 
term Black Friday was first 
used in the United States 
to describe a financial crisis 
in 1869. On September 24, 
1869, a Friday, James Fish 
and Jay Gould tried to take 
over the gold market in the 
New York Gold Exchange.” It 
was first referred to in terms 
of the financial crisis.

Black Friday began 
in Philadelphia in 1961 
referred to as Black Friday 
by the police to describe the 
heavy pedestrian and vehi-
cle traffic on the day after 
Thanksgiving. It began as 
people wanted to raid stores 
for early Christmas shop-
ping closer to Thanksgiving. 
Although over the years 
people began to take Black 
Friday more “seriously”, it 

became quite dangerous 
and honestly not worth the 
struggle. As time passes by I 
believe it’s only going to get 
worse and worse.

Shopping during Black 
Friday has both its positives 
and negatives; many go 
early in the morning to avoid 
as much of the craziness 
as possible, but the whole 
day can be a mess in itself. 
When it comes to the shop-
ping and items themselves, 
deals and discounts make 
you think twice about TV’s, 
consoles, toys, etc. can be 
found for over half price.  
Even with low prices profit 
for the stores are through the 
roof being the busiest shop-
ping day of the year.

But it’s not exactly 
the cheerful ‘holiday’ a lot of 
people seem to think it is. 
“Let’s assume you’re limiting 
Black Friday to Friday, not 
Thanksgiving Day...you have 
to set your alarm for a freak-
ishly early hour. Many stores 
open at 5 a.m. or earlier, 
necessitating a 3 or 4 a.m. 
wakeup time.” Unless you’re 
someone who wants a piece 
of that Black Friday competi-
tion, maybe it’s not in your 
best interest. “Trying to score 
the perfect toy for your kid 
or your first new TV in years 
can cause major stress on 
Black Friday. Emotions are 
heightened in Black Friday 
crowds, and public melt-

downs can happen.” 
That’s the last thing 
you want is to be 
shopping and then 
getting punched in 
the face over some-
thing so minor like 
a toy or like some 
high-end kitchen 
utensils.

Black Friday 
was originally used for a 
financial crisis that hap-
pened back in 1869, but in 
1961 was transformed into 
a mass shopping spree 
the day after Thanksgiving. 
Even then Black Friday has 
been changed by the inter-
net. That means not a lot of 
people are shopping during 
Black Friday. If people are 
getting better deals online 
then why go in-store and buy 
something? That’s a very 
reasonable thought process, 
I don’t blame those people. 
And hey, you don’t have to 
worry about fighting to get 
to the nearest cash register, 
you can just sit in the comfort 
of your home as things you 
bought online are delivered 
to you. There’s probably still 
a mass of people that’ll do 
Black Friday this year but it 
may not be the same or even 
greater than it was in previ-
ous years.

Citations:
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5). The 15 Worst Things 
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Retrieved November 9, 2021, 
from https://www.theac-
tivetimes.com/home/worst-
things-about-black-friday
link: https://www.theactive-
times.com/home/worst-
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The true story behind 
the name “Black Friday” 
is much darker than you 
may have thought. (2018, 
November 21). Business 
Insider Nederland. 
Retrieved November 9, 
2021, from https://www.
businessinsider.nl/why-is-
it-called-black-friday2017-
11?international=true&r=US
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sinsider.com/why-is-it-called-
black-friday-2017-1

Sports Round-Up
Staff Writer
Carlos Hernandez
Staff Writer
Evan Morin
Regular season for fall sports 
ended this month. Some 
sports like Football and Girls 
Soccer went to the playoffs 
but didn’t get very far. This 
article will round up every fall 
sport and how they ended. 
We will be covering what 
their final record was and 
what we hope to expect next 
year.

Football
Our Football team’s regular 
season ended with a record 
of 3-6 . Even with this record, 

they managed to grab a spot 
in the 6A Tournament brack-
et. On Saturday, November 
6th, our Wildcat team faced 
off against the Las Cruces 
Bulldawgs. This was their 
first postseason game and 
they weren’t able to deliver 
a win to go on to the next 
round. They lost with a score 
of 7-42; we’re hoping by next 
year we’ll be able to come 
back and do better.

Volleyball
The Wildcat Volleyball team 
played their final game on 
Wednesday, November 3rd. 
They played against Roswell 
and lost with a score of 0-3. 

That marked the end of 
their season this year. They 
couldn’t clinch a spot at the 
playoffs and will now focus 
on next season. 

Boys Soccer
Boys Varsity Soccer finished 
their regular season with 6 
wins and 14 losses. They 
also weren’t able to compete 
in any postseason matches. 
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They played their last game 
at Roswell. They faced the 
Coyotes and won 2-1. We 
are hoping next season they 
are able to rebuild and have 
a better season.

Girls Soccer  
The Varsity Soccer Team 
had a better season in fall 
sports this season. They 
had a record of 13 wins, 
5 losses, and 1 tie. With a 
really good season, they 
were able to place 10th 
in the bracket of the 2021 
Fuddruckers Girls Soccer 

State Championships. Their 
first matchup was against 
Volcano Vista. They played 
them on October 26th and 
sadly lost with a score of 4-1. 
That also marked an end of 
their postseason run for the 
State championship and for 
this whole season. Next year 
we hope they are able to 
compete for State again. 

Cross Country
Our Cross Country team 
had their State meet this 
month. They participated on 
Saturday, November 6th in 

Albuquerque, NM. The boys 
placed 13th in their meet 
all around. Samuel Fuentes 
finished at 39th followed by 
Jase Nordgren who placed 
51st. The Varsity Girls also 
placed 13th with Kira Tree 
coming in at 51st. The ath-
letes of the meet were Jase 
Nordgren and Shylee Tree 
who are both Seniors. 

Conclusion
With all fall sports ending 
we congratulate our seniors 
for having a respectable 
last season. We also want 

to thank every player who 
got out on that field or court 
and tried their hardest to 
win. Next year, with more 
and more people interested 
in joining sports, we hope 
to have a better season for 
every sport. We still will have 
winter and spring sports 
coming up so we still have a 
lot of chances to get a State 
title. 

Where We Got Our 
Information
We got most of our informa-
tion from maxpreps.com

Congatulations
To Our Band!

Our Fall Sports!!
AND
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Purple Press is a Publication Vehicle for Student Expression
The School Board encourages students to express their views in school-sponsored 

publications and to observe rules for responsible journalism. This means, expression that 
falls into any of the following categories shall not be permitted: any expression which 
is false or obscene, libelous, slanderous, or defamatory under state law; which presents 
a clear and present danger of the commission of unlawful acts, violation of school rules 
or materials and substantial disruption of the orderly operation of the school, or which 

violates the privacy rights of others.

Student editors of school-sponsored publications are responsible for determining the 
news, opinion and advertising content of the publication. The publication’s adviser 
is responsible for supervising the production of the publication and for teaching and 

encouraging free and responsible expression and professional standards of journalism.

The views expressed in The Purple Press are not necessarily those of Clovis High School 
or the Clovis Municipal School Board of Education.
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