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This newspaper is ded icated to furnishing 
information to our readers so that they can 
better promote and preserve their own free
dom and encourage others to see its bless
ing. For only when man understands 
freedom and is free to control himself and  
all he produces can he develop to his 
utmost capabilities.
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Looking realistically 
at the Soviet Union

Despite the rhetoric from boss Mikhail Gorbachev, it 
remains treachery as usual for the Soviet Union. Britain 
recently expelled l l  Soviet spies — posing as diplomats 
and journalists — for unac
ceptable activities. The 
three journalists expelled 
worked for the newspaper 
Izvestia  and the Tass news 
agency, both run by the KGB, and
for the newspaper P rav d a , which is run by the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party.

You would think tha t the Soviets, who allegedly have 
been trying to civilize themselves, would have reduced 
such activities. But they haven’t. Moreover, Gorbachev 
retaliated by expelling l l  Britons from the Soviet 
Union. No more Comrade Nice Guy.

British Prime Minister M argaret Thatcher said of the 
Soviet action: “It reveals tha t perhaps the Soviet Union 
has changed ra ther less than a number of other people 
had hoped." An im portant statem ent, coming from the 
leader who once said, “We can do business with Mr. 
Gorbachev." Now she laments th a t Gorbachev once 
looked as if he had “ushered in a new era." But the 
new actions indicate “that many things are still the 
same. I’m disappointed, but we gave them the chance. 
They have not taken it and they have revealed their 
true colors.”

A new realism toward Moscow also seems to be gain
ing in the Bush administration. Recently President Bush 
warned our Western European allies to avoid a “growing 
complacency" toward promises by the Soviet Union of 
reduced military tensions in Europe. Bush defended 
himself against charges th a t he is going too slow in 
responding to Gorbachev’s public pronouncements of 
peaceful intentions. Said the president: “I know th a t 
some are quite restless about the pace tha t I have set 
in dealing with the Soviet Union. But I think it’s the 
proper pace. We have tim e.”

Indeed we have time, especially after the recent 
Soviet outrages. Bush him self listed other areas of 
Soviet intransigence, such as the fact that Gorbachev’s 
European troop withdrawal proposals still “leave a large 
imbalance in favor of the Soviets.”

Both Bush and Thatcher are preparing for the sum 
mit meeting next week of NATO’s leaders. They face 
the unrealistic expectations of many sum m it members. 
Alas, part of the problem few people will address: the 
need to replace US troops in Europe gradually with 
those of the other NATO nations.

One reason so many of our European allies are ta lk 
ing and acting irresponsibly toward Gorbachev is that, 
with America always coming to the rescue, they need 
not be fully accountable for their actions. And one rea
son Thatcher is so realistic is th a t Britain carries a 
greater defense burden than  any NATO member except 
the United States. The way to make our NATO allies 
realistic toward Gorbachev is to make them responsible.

(This editorial ia reprinted from the page* of The Kegiamr, Santa Ana, Calif., 
flagahip newspaper of Freedom Newapapera Inc., which la headquartered in Irvin*,
Calif.)
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History digs tyranny’s grave
Most of the time, the

firogress of history is about 
ike the revolution of the 

earth around the sun: We 
know it occurs, but the 

* motion is undetectable. In 
recent days, though, history 
has carried us along like a 
galloping racehorse.

A massacre of student 
protesters in Beijing. Demo
cratically elected members of 
a  Soviet legislative body rail
ing against the power of the 
KGB and comparing the 
nation’s ruler to Napoleon. 
The architect of Islamic 
revolution breathing his last 
in Tehran. A communist 
regime subjecting itself to a 
popular vote in Poland -  
and accepting its humiliating 
defeat.

What we are watching are 
the death throes of to talita
rianism in all its forms. As 
the violence in Beijing 
shows, the process may be 
painful, bloody, halting and 
temporarily reversible. But 
the direction and outcome 
are unmistakable.

“The memorable events of 
history,” said a French 
sociologist, “are the visible 
effects of invisible changes 
in human thought.” Those 
invisible changes have been 
going on for years, in the 
communist world and else
where. Now they are sud
denly transform ing the visi
ble landscape.

The war of political ideolo
gies has ended with demo
cracy, capitalism  and indivi
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dual freedom trium phant, 
and dictatorship and 
socialism defeated. Through
out the 1980s, the victorious 
ideas have toppled or trans
formed one outmoded regime 
after another. F irst it was 
tKk tu rn  of noncommunist 
autocracies -  the Philip
pines, South Korea, Chile, 
Mexico. Now the wave is 
crashing over the communist 
world.

“The century tha t began 
full of self-confidence in the 
u ltim ate trium ph of W estern 
liberal democracy,” writes 
Francis Fukuyam a in the 
sum m er issue of the Nation
al In terest, is concluding 
with “an unabashed victory 
of economic and political 
liberalism.”

Deng Xiaoping may suc
ceed in crushing the demo
cratic movement in China. 
Gorbachev may re trea t from 
liberalization. But tactical 
maneuvers can’t alter the 
fatal tru th : Today, no one 
believes th a t communism 
can elevate the hum an con
dition, much less promote 
political liberty or economic 
prosperity.

This is especially true in 
the countris where it has 
been tried. Writes Fukuya
ma, a State Departm ent offi
cial and former RAND Corp. 
analyst, Gorbachev has 
merely “permitted people to 
say what they had privately 
understood for many years, 
namely, that the magical 
incantations of Marxism- 
eninism were nonsense, th a t 
Soviet socialism was . . .  a 
monumental failure.”

Nor do the rulers still 
believe in their official doc
trine: When they look for 
ways to foster progress, they 
look to the capitalist world.
In the long run, communist 
governments can’t survive 
the  death of the ideology 
they were built on, any 
more than  monarchy could 
last once people no longer 
believed in the divine right 
of kings.

Communist states have 
always stolen the language 
of democracy and liberty -  
writing phony constitutions, 
establishing rubber-stamp 
legislatures, conducting elec
tions without choices. In 
th a t  way they have acknow
ledged the powerful appeal 
of what the democratic 
world offers. But the pre
tense didn’t work. Now they 
find themselves forced to 
actually become more free 
and democratic.

Communism is not the 
only alternative to the ideas 
of the West. The Ayatollah 
held out another vision: 
Islamic theocracy. But in the 
Moslem world, the fun

dam entalist revolution so 
feared a decade ago has 
been more of a nuisance 
than a threat. Khomeini’s 
creation may not endure in 
Iran.

One major reason is the 
catastrophe it produced -- a 
shattered economy, thou
sands executed or im pris
oned for opposing the

government, an ocean of 
lood spilled in a futile war 
against Iraq. Iran inspires 

no imitation because it 
inspires no envy.

Today, the only ideals 
capable of galvanizing politi
cal change around the globe 
are those of America and its 
closest friends. W hat 
ordinary people in China 
and the Soviet Union and 
South Korea and Mexico 
seem to want are what the 
capitalist democracies have: 
the power to choose their 
rulers, the freedom to say 
what they think and read 
what they choose, the oppor
tunity to work to improve 
their m aterial well-being.

The 20th century has 
offered many forms of politi
cal “revolution” -  fascism, 
Nazism, communism, Islamic 
fundamentalism. Each 
turned out to be ju st 
another mask for dictator
ship and repression. W hat 
the West offers is to liberate 
people to govern their own 
lives. Of all the ideologies 
the world has seen, th a t is 
the only one th a t is truly 
revolutionary.

(c) 1989, C reator*  Syndicate, Inc.

The war against drugs can be won
William Bennett, director 

of the Office of National
Drug Control Policy, has a 
tough job ahead of him , and 
he knows it. He says he

" m t e  r ig h t, th e  a v ie  commemorative s im p  
IS V W . OME WAS PERDRTEDLr SEEM , HOWEVER, 
IM A  SM ALL TOST O FFIC E MEAR KALAM AZOO."

doesn't expect a complete 
victory in  the war on drugs 
for a t least IO to 20 years 
— and then, only if the a tti
tudes of millions of Ameri
cans change.

Some people have gone so 
far as to declare the war on 
drugs unwinnable and call 
for legalization. This idea 
got a lot of attention about 
a year ago, and was even 
the subject of a Time maga
zine cover story. Fortunately, 
it never caught on. The 
American people recognized 
th a t legalization would send 
a message th a t society 
approves of drug use, and 
would almost certainly lead 
to an increase in drug 
addiction.

Tile question rem ains, 
however: W hat should be 
done about drugs? P ast 
efforts have concentrated 
largely on stopping the 
supply by cracking down on 
smugglers and pushers of 
illicit substances, and have 
tended to view drug users 
as innocent victims of the 
pushers. B ennett recognizes 
tha t while efforts against 
idrug suppliers are an impor
tan t part of any anti-drug
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strategy, a successful policy 
must recognize th a t users 
are not merely victims — 
they are responsible for 
their own actions.

No one is suggesting th a t 
all 20 million or so drug 
users in America be pu t 
behind bars. A teen-ager 
who uses m arijuana a t a 
party should receive stern 
treatm ent so he’ll never do 
so again — but there are 
many ways of deterring drug 
use short of imprisonment.

For example, states could 
require applicants for drivers 
licenses to take a drug test, 
and require anyone who fails 
the te s t to successfully 
complete a treatm ent prog
ram before obtaining a 
license. B ennett has sug
gested th a t the names of 
those charged with drug use 
or possession be printed in 
newspapers, and tha t under 
certain  circumstances the

property of users might be 
confiscated. The message: “If 
you’re using cocaine and 
driving around in your 
BMW. . . you lose your 
BMW.”

Random drug-testing in 
the  workplace is another 
useful tool against substance 
abuse. Some workers may 
regard this as an invasion of 
the ir privacy, but psychiat
r is t Robert L. DuPont, for
m er head of the National 
Institu te  on Drug Abuse, 
points out in the current 
issue of Policy Review th a t 
use of drugs such as 
cocaine, m arijuana, and 
am phetam ins can damage a 
worker’s ability to function 
properly without any overt 
indications. Drug use “leaves 
the  more basic brain func
tions of speech and motor 
coordination relatively unaf
fected, but impairs the high
e r functions of judgment, 
decision making, memory, 
and other complex abilities 
needed to perform work 
safely and effectively," says 
DuPont.

Drug users are more than 
th ree  times as likely to have 
an  accident on the job, twice 
as likely to be absent from 
work, and five times as 
likely to file a workmen’s 
compensation claim as non
users, DuPont notes. Users

are also 25 to 33 percent 
less productive, according to 
estim ates from the Bureau 
of National Affairs.

For these reasons, he 
believes th a t employers m ust 
try to stop drug use among 
their employees, and random 
drug testing — in which
anyone could be tested at 
any time — is the most 
effective way of doing it.

Drug-abuse prevention 
really m ust s ta rt in the 
schools. Students should be 
instructed in the danger of 
drugs, and strong 
disciplinary action needs to 
be taken against any s tu 
dent who breaks the rules. 
This should include, a t the 
very least, compulsory 
enrollm ent in a drug- 
treatm ent program, including 
required attendance by the 
student’s parent or guardian.

It is clear th a t drug abuse 
is an enormous problem. But 
with a combination of efforts 
against suppliers and users, 
and education, treatm ent, 
and sanctions to prevent 
future drug abuse, the war 
eventually can be won. Ben
nett, an articulate advocate 
of common-sense traditional 
values, is the right man to 
lead the battle.

(Kaulnar la pro aidant of Tho Karitoga 
Foundation, * Waahtngton-haaad public poli
cy reaearoh institute.)

Clovis News Journal, Clovis, New Mexico, US
Jun 9, 1989, Page 4

https://newspaperarchive.com/clovis-news-journal-jun-09-1989-p-4/

https://newspaperarchive.com/clovis-news-journal-jun-09-1989-p-4/
https://newspaperarchive.com

