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Gift Ideas for friends and loved ones

The 2021 holiday 
season figures 
to be especially 

jovial as the world 
continues to emerge 
from the pandemic. As 
shoppers hit the holiday 
shopping trail once 
more, they can look to 
inspiration from local 
businesses for gift-
buying ideas.

Travel-related gifts
Travel restrictions 

greatly limited where 
people could go, so 
millions embraced 
staycations as a means 
to taking breaks from 
school and work. Travel 
restrictions have now 
been lifted in many 
parts of the world, and 
vaccinated individuals 
may feel more 
comfortable traveling 
again. Consider gifts that 
include travel essentials, 
such as luggage, plane 
tickets, toiletries, hotel 
vouchers, and even gift 
cards to use on vacation 
purchases.

Preparatory gifts
People are much more 

“germ-conscious” as a 
result of the pandemic. 

Cases of COVID-19 are 
on the decline, but it 
still pays to be cautious 
and sanitary. Gifts that 
promote cleanliness 
may continue to be 
appreciated and also 
prepare a person should 
anothesr pandemic occur 
in the future. Stylish 
reusable face masks; 
special sanitary “keys” 
that limit contact with 
things like ATMs, doors 
and elevator buttons; 
ultraviolet disinfecting 
lamps; and even purses 
and bags that can be 
cleaned without damage 
are all gift ideas that 
make cleanliness more 
convenient.

Home improvement 
In the wake of 

canceled vacation 
plans, homeowners 
channeled their vacation 
dollars into home 
improvements. Those 
who still have plans 
to redo and renovate 
will appreciate gifts 
that may include gift 
cards to popular home 
improvement and design 
retailers. In addition, 
as certain home 

improvement materials 
like lumber have gotten 
more expensive, a cash 
gift to offset the cost 
of materials can help 
people see projects 
through to completion.

Dining gift cards
Even though many 

restaurants pivoted 
to takeout service or 
established outdoor 
seating to meet safety 
requirements, dining 
establishments still 
felt the pain of the 
pandemic. More people 

have now returned 
to traditional dining, 
and restrictions on 
indoor dining have 
gradually been loosened. 
Therefore, gifts that 
focus on dining out, 
such as certificates for 
favorite restaurants or 
wine bottle caddies for 
BYOB establishments, 
can make for great gifts.

Support new 
hobbies

Many people took 
on new hobbies and 
explored new activities 

to pass the time 
during the pandemic. 
Encourage these hobbies 
by gifting tools and 
supplies. If a person 
adopted a new pet, try 
pet-toy subscriptions or 
even purchase pet health 
insurance.

As consumers continue 
with holiday gift giving, 
shopping local for 
boutique gifts, furniture 
for the family, and 
restaurant gift cards 
makes spreading holiday 
cheer easy. 
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Keep your tree fresh this holiday season

Christmas trees 
are often 
the pièce de 

résistance of holiday 
decor. Few things 
draw the attention 
of holiday guests 
quite like an awe-
inspiring Christmas 
tree, especially when 
that tree maintains its 
fresh, healthy sheen 
throughout December.

Many families 
purchase fresh trees 
over Thanksgiving 
weekend or during 
the first weekend of 
December. Though 
the weeks between 
Thanksgiving and 
Christmas Day may 
seem like a long 
time to keep a tree 
looking great, there 
are a handful of 
ways for holiday 
celebrants to help their 
trees maintain that 
undeniable appeal for 
the long haul.

♦ Pick the right tree. 
Choosing the right 
tree is one of the 
simplest ways to keep 
a tree looking good 
throughout the holiday 
season. A freshly 

cut tree that buyers 
choose and cut down 
themselves or have 
cut down can reassure 
them that the tree is 
likely to stay strong 
throughout December. 
Trees purchased from 
a tree lot may have 
been cut down long 
before they made it 
to the lot, which can 
make it harder to keep 
them looking good until 
Christmas Day.

♦ Cut an inch off the 
base of any tree that is 
not freshly cut. MSU 
Extension at Michigan 
State University notes 
that all Christmas trees 
are conifers, which 
means they have resin 
canals in their trunks. 
Once a tree is cut, 
the resin can block 
the pores and make it 
harder for the tree to 
take in water. Cutting 
an inch off the base of a 
tree that was not freshly 
cut just before putting 
it in the stand can 
help ensure it gets the 
water it needs to stay 
healthy and firm. MSU 
Extension notes that 
this approach should be 
taken with any tree that 

was not cut within six 
to eight hours of being 
put in a stand.

♦ Replenish the water 
supply every day. Fresh 
tree veterans recognize 
that Christmas trees 
can be very thirsty, 
especially within 
the first week or 
so of being cut and 
brought home. Fill 
the stand with water 
each morning and, if 
necessary, refill it each 
night before going to 
bed. The more water 
a tree gets and drinks, 
the more likely it is 
that the tree will look 
healthy all the way to 
Christmas Day. MSU 
Extension notes that 
many decorative or 
antique tree stands do 
not hold much water, 
so anyone with such 
a stand may need to 
replenish the water 
supply more than once 
or twice per day.

♦ Keep the tree away 
from a heat source. 
For safety’s sake, trees 
should be kept away 
from heating vents, 
fireplaces and space 
heaters. But keeping 

trees away from such 
heat sources, and 
ensuring they are not 
spending the daytime 
in direct sunlight, also 
decreases the chances 
they will dry out before 
Christmas Day.

A handful of simple 
strategies can help 
holiday celebrants 
keep their Christmas 
trees looking good 
throughout the month  
of December. 
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Baking better Christmas cookies
Cookies and 

other baked 
treats are 

everywhere come 
the holiday season. 
It’s not uncommon 
to give cookies as 
gifts or arrive at 
holiday gatherings 
with cakes and other 
decadent desserts.

Cookies are a 
classic holiday treat, 
and some families 
even build entire 
traditions around 
baking Christmas 
cookies.

Novice bakers 
making cookies for 
the first time may be 
a little overwhelmed 
when perusing recipes. 
Baking is a science, 
and sometimes it 
takes practice to get 
the results just right. 
However, there are 
some tips that can help 
yield better, buttery 
bounties.

Handling butter
Butter can make or 

break a cookie recipe, 
as butter is often 
the glue that holds 
the cookie together. 

Therefore, it is key to 
follow the directions 
carefully regarding 
how to handle butter. 
Smithsonian.com 
says to leave butter 
at room temperature 
for 30 to 60 minutes 
to properly soften it. 
This takes patience, 
but fiddling with butter 
too much can damage 
its delectable integrity. 
While purists may say 
butter is best, margarine 
may be acceptable if it 
has a high fat content; 
otherwise, cookies may 

spread out and flatten.
When it comes time 

to cream the butter 
with sugar, be sure to 
do so thoroughly to 
incorporate air into the 
butter and remove the 
grainy texture of the 
sugar.

Measure your   
flour properly

Measuring flour the 
right way can ensure 
cookies come out 
right. The Cooking 
Channel says to spoon 
the flour lightly into 

a dry measuring cup, 
then level it off with a 
knife. Do not dip the 
measuring cup into the 
flour or tap the knife 
against the cup. This 
will pack too much 
flour into the measuring 
cup and result in dry, 
tough cookies.

Slowing down the 
eggs helps

Add eggs one at a 
time to make sure each 
will emulsify properly 
with the fat in the 
butter. Adding eggs en 
masse may cause the 

emulsification to fail.
Chill out
Follow recipes that 

call for chilling cookie 
dough carefully. This 
process is important 
for making sliced 
and shaped cookies. 
By chilling, the 
dough becomes more 
malleable for rolling 
and even slicing.

Use bottom rack
Too much heat may 

compromise cookie 
integrity. The food 
experts at Delish say 
to try moving cookies 
onto a lower rack in 
the oven if they aren’t 
retaining their shape 
when baked. Put an 
empty cookie sheet on 
the top rack. That will 
block the cookies from 
the most intense heat 
that rises to the top of 
the oven.

Mastering cookies 
takes a little patience 
and some trial and 
error. Once bakers 
get their feet wet, 
Christmas-cookie-
baking becomes even 
more special.
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Warm and wow guests: 
cold weather entertaining

Upon the arrival 
of cold weather, 
people tend to 

move indoors and limit their 
time spent in the elements. 
For those who live in places 
where there are restrictions 
placed on indoor entertaining 
and gatherings, it may be 
challenging to find ways to 
spend time safely together as 
temperatures drop.

Outdoor entertaining in 
winter may be challenging, 
especially in regard to 
keeping everyone warm. The 
following are some solutions 
that can help people stay 
warm and have fun outside.

Invest in fire pits
Fire pits are an affordable 

way to heat a patio or another 
outdoor area. They can be 
great places for friends and 
family to gather around and 
enjoy special occasions. 
They’re readily available 
from garden centers and home 
improvement retailers at a 
variety of price points.

Permanent fire pits can 
be built by a homeowner 
or professionally built by 
masonry experts.

Install an outdoor 
fireplace

A step up from a fire pit, 
outdoor fireplaces not only 
add warmth, but also improve 
the ambiance and value of an 
outdoor entertaining area. Set 
up outdoor furniture right next 
to an outdoor fireplace and 
you have a cozy alternative 
living room where everyone 
can gather.

Explore outdoor 
heating systems

Few things are more 
effective at warming up 
outdoor entertaining areas 
than patio heaters and infrared 
heaters. These devices are far 
more effective than average 
fire pits or fireplaces. One or 
two heaters will be enough to 
keep a large entertaining area 
warm.

Keep cozy options 
available

Guests should dress warmly, 
but having a basket of throw 
blankets, scarves and parkas 
available for extra warmth 
while mingling is helpful. Use 
outdoor rugs to insulate from 
the cold from the ground up.

Serve hearty foods and 
beverages

Stews, chilis, soups, and 
other hot foods can help 
guests warm themselves up 
from the inside out. Warmed 
cider, hot chocolate and 
mulled wines also can be 
served to help people stay 
warm.

Food might be a focal 
point, but guests also will 
need something to drink. 
Traditional spirits like wine 
and cocktails are the standard, 
but hosts who want to get 
a little creative should not 
hesitate to do so. When 
choosing a special beverage, 
timing is everything. Guests 
wil want to cool down on 

warm summer evenings, 
so something cold and 
refreshing can make for the 
perfect signature cocktail. 
When hosting on nights when 
the mercury has dropped, 
a warm beverage can heat 
up guests in a matter of 
minutes. On such nights, 
hosts can serve this version 
of “Hot Mulled (Sherried) 
Apple Cider” courtesy of 
Laurey Masterton’s “The 
Fresh Honey Cookbook” 
(Storey). One added benefit 
to Masterton’s recipe is it 
can produce a welcoming 
winter aroma, helping hosts    
establish a warm ambiance  
for the festivities.

Hot Mulled (Sherried) 
Apple Cider

Serves 16
1 gallon apple cider
1 orange, unpeeled, cut into 
slices
1/4 cup whole cloves
4 sticks cinnamon
1/4 cup honey, preferably 
cranberry honey
1 cup sherry (optional)

1. Combine the cider, 
orange slices, cloves, 
cinnamon, and honey in 
a large pot over medium 
heat. If you are picky about 
things floating in your cider, 
make a little bundle out of 
cheesecloth and place the 
cinnamon and cloves inside 
before adding to the cider. I 
like to chew on cloves, so I 
just toss everything in. Bring 
to a boil, and then reduce to 

a simmer over low heat for 
an hour or so to spread these 
lovely winter aromas around 
your home.

Get moving
Incorporate activities that 

encourage guests to move 
around and stay warm. 
Beanbag tosses, dancing and 
even sports like flag football 
can keep guests’ blood 
flowing.

Entertaining outdoors 
doesn’t have to stop when 
the weather cools. Find ways 
to stay comfortable and safe 
when entertaining outside in 
the cold. 
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Area retailers urge ‘shop local’ for holidays

By Elizabeth Larsen
           ♦                                                                     

   Correspondent
 

Family incomes are 
rising and household 
balance sheets 
have never been 
stronger, according 
to the National Retail 
Foundation.
With that positive 

outlook as we emerge 
from the COVID-19 
pandemic, area 
business owners are 
encouraging spending 
close to home.
Their reasons to do so 

are many.
“We all want to 

see our community 
thrive and grow – and 
we can individually 
support that effort by 
keeping our dollars 
in town,” said Ernie 
Kos, executive director 
of the Clovis/Curry 
County Chamber of 
Commerce.
“Plus, shopping 

local allows you to 
cultivate meaningful 
relationships with 
the people behind the 
products, and it’s a 
great feeling to know 
you’re helping your 
neighbors and friends.”
Though the pandemic 

has changed the 
retail landscape 
considerably, some 
are still choosing 
to pioneer small 
businesses in the new 
market. Earlier this 
year, a family owned 
farmer’s market and 
café, The Milkshed, 
opened its doors in 
Portales.
“Our goal was to 

bring locally sourced 
and quality foods and 
products to Portales,” 
said co-owner Traci 
van der Ploeg. But with 
employment costs, 
supply chain issues, 
state government 
regulations, van der 
Ploeg said, “it’s really 
hard for new small 
retail businesses 
to thrive in small 
communities.”
The American dream 

is kept alive by a 
desire to service the 
local community. 
“Our customers mean 
the world to us and 
we stress customer 
service above all,” van 
der Ploeg said.“We 
genuinely want them 
to love their purchases 
and want them to 
experience Gezellig, a 
Dutch word meaning 

an atmosphere 
of comfy, cozy, 
togetherness. When the 
community supports 
The Milkshed, they 
are supporting their 
neighbors -- people 
who live and work 
in Portales and want 
nothing more but to 
see Portales grow as 
a community. They’re 
also supporting my 
husband and I and our 
three young children. 
They are supporting     
a dream!”
While The Milkshed 

is one of the newest 
locally owned 
businesses in the area, 
The Burns Do-it Center 
in Clovis is one of 
the more established. 
James Burns has owned 
his store on Prince 
Street for over 30 years 

and in that time has 
grown a passion for 
keeping business local.
“If every family in 

Clovis purchased home 
improvement products 
for one full year 
from locally owned, 
independent businesses 
... over $4,332,988 
would be returned 
to your community,” 
Burns said.
“That means more 

money returns to your 
local community to 
help with things like 
better schools, road 
improvements, more 
support for police, fire 
and rescue departments 
and a stronger local 
economy.”
Customer service, 

free local delivery, and 
being able to talk to 
someone in person are 
also reasons to shop 
local, according to 
Randy Petty, president 
of Clovis Furniture 
Exchange. “All of our 
money stays here. We 
do support local sports 
and local events [...
while] a lot of out-
of-town corporations 
do not. And with that, 
business [owners] serve 
on committees for the 
city to try and enhance 
our community’s 
quality of life.”

That improved quality 
of life is true for the 
community, and also 
the individual, shop-
local proponents 
contend. And the 
effects are far reaching 
and long lasting – 
despite the holiday 
spending window being 
relatively short.
“Whenever we spend 

our money at home, the 
money turns over in the 
community multiple 
times,” said Karl Terry, 
executive director 
of the Roosevelt 
County Chamber 
of Commerce. “[A] 
business owner will 
buy groceries, and 
other items for their 
family here locally and 
if there’s more money 
in the economy locally, 
that’s what happens 
... it turns over to a 
greater degree.” 
Terry said it’s 

important for people 
to understand the 
reasons why they 
should shop locally, 
“especially during this 
season when we’re 
spending a little more 
money, and we’ve had 
a rough year and some 
of our businesses 
really are depending 
on a good Christmas 
shopping season.”

Shopping local can return millions to the area economy. Photo by Elizabeth Larsen

“All of our money 
stays here. 

We do support local 
sports and local 
events [...while] a 
lot of out-of-town 
corporations do 
not. And with that, 
business [owners] 
serve on committees 
for the city to try 
and enhance our 
community’s quality 
of life.” - Randy Petty


