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About two dozen shoppers were gathered outside
Dillard's 10 minutes before it opened on Tuesday.

Clovis Dillard’s location planning to close
❏ Spokeswoman says
she doesn’t have date
for when store shutters.

By David Stevens
PUBLISHER

dstevens@thenews.email

CLOVIS — After two decades of
dressing eastern New Mexico,
Dillard’s department store is plan-
ning to close its North Plains Mall
location.

Dillard’s has been the southside
anchor for the mall since 2000. It
moved into its current location soon
after Walmart left the mall spot in
1999.

Clovis’ store manager Christopher
Addison confirmed the store’s clos-

ing, but said additional information
would have to come from corporate
offices.

About two dozen shoppers were
gathered outside the store 10 minutes
before it opened Tuesday morning.
Signs on the windows stated new
store hours but gave no indication
when it might close for good. 

Corporate spokeswoman Julie
Johnson Guymon also confirmed the
closing and said all of the store’s 50
employees had been notified.

“While it is a difficult decision, we
do strategically close locations from
time to time,” Guymon wrote in an
email. “For instance, last year we
closed 6 locations.”

Guymon said she did not have a
date for when the Clovis Dillard’s
will close.

A Dillard’s press release issued
Thursday showed the company
reported a net loss of $162 million
for the 13 weeks ended May 2. That
compared to a net income of $78.6
million for the first quarter of
2019.

“COVID-19 has impacted every
aspect of our business,” Dillard’s
Chief Executive Officer William T.
Dillard II stated in the release. “The
mall business in general and depart-
ment stores, specifically, have been
particularly hard hit.”

Dillard’s temporarily closed all 285
of its stores across the country at
some point during the pandemic. The
Clovis location had been closed since
mid-March, as ordered by New
Mexico Gov. Michelle Lujan
Grisham, until reopening Tuesday.
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Ben Loewen addresses the Texico High class of 2020 Sunday at Faith Christian Family Church. The ceremony was held in the
church parking lot and broadcast over radio to keep social distancing measures in place. Valedictorian Riley Thompson implored her
classmates to “be an example of grace and understanding as we face the future” and always “strive to show up as our best selves.”

COVID-19 detected at Heartland CCC
By David Stevens

PUBLISHER

dstevens@thenews.email

PORTALES — When the
Heartland Continuing Care
Center resident first learned on
Friday that she’d tested positive
for COVID-19, she was none too
happy about it.

“She gave us an earful,”
Heartland CEO Ranelle Tweedy
said of the 96-year-old woman’s
reaction to the news.

“She said nobody was going to
tell her she had this silly virus.”

Tweedy said the resident,
whom she would not identify

because of privacy laws, had not
felt sick before or after she was
most recently tested on May 12.

The positive result — the first
involving a local senior center
resident since the pandemic
began — came from a routine
molecular swab test that all of the
Center’s 52 residents have
received, Tweedy said.

The woman was tested again
on Saturday with a rapid diag-
nostic test and that test was neg-
ative for COVID-19.

Tweedy said she is waiting on
the Department of Health to rec-
ommend the best time for the res-
ident to take the molecular swab
test again, which the Food and
Drug Administration has sug-
gested should be used to validate
the rapid test.

“She is doing great, doesn’t
have any issues,” Tweedy said.
“She’s pretty disgusted that she’s
tested positive since she’s had
absolutely no symptoms.”

Tweedy said all of the Center’s
residents and its 39 staff have

been tested for the coronavirus
since May 12 and all but the one
has been negative as of Tuesday
morning.

She said the Center’s routine
the past few months has been to
test 15 percent per week. Staff is
also regularly tested, plus
employees are screened prior to
each shift.

In addition, she said residents
are assessed twice daily with
nurses checking vital signs, tak-
ing temperatures and conducting
lung assessments. A doctor is
notified if any resident exhibits
signs of illness.

While residents are mostly iso-

Weekend
sees spike
in COVID-19
❏ Increased testing may
explain positive cases 
in Clovis, Portales.

By Peter Stein 
and David Stevens

THE EASTERN NEW MEXICO NEWS 

The weekend was a dark one for east-
ern New Mexico in its battle against the
COVID-19 pandemic.

On Saturday, the region set a one-day
record for new cases and two local
nursing homes reported confirmed
cases.

But officials said there is little reason
to suspect eastern New Mexico is
becoming a hot spot for the virus.

“No ... the data isn’t supporting that,”
Roosevelt County Manager Amber
Hamilton said. “Our community is
doing a great job of combating this.”

Roosevelt County had 12 new cases
reported Saturday, increasing its total
from 14 to 26. A 27th case was reported
Monday. Curry County had four new
cases reported Saturday — and one
more on Sunday, increasing its total to
41 — double the number it had May 5.

Also Saturday, Retirement Ranch in
Clovis and Heartland Continuing Care
Center in Portales joined the growing
list of New Mexico senior centers
reporting cases of coronavirus.

All four individuals who tested posi-
tive were asymptomatic, officials said,
but both facilities began new rounds of
tests for residents and staff as precau-
tions.

Roosevelt General Hospital
Administrator Kaye Green reported on
the RGH Facebook page that nine of the
most recent Roosevelt County cases
came through the hospital, but none are
currently hospitalized. Green said she
believes seven of the new cases were
tested because individuals believed
they had been exposed by one other
person who had tested positive.

“This person may have spread the
virus to family members, co-workers
and community members before self-
quarantine began,” RGH public rela-
tions director Jeanette Orrantia wrote in
an email on Tuesday.

“This is why it’s very important to
self isolate if you have been exposed or
considered positive for the virus.”

Officials said they do not know the
source of all the new cases, but they
may not be cause for concern.

“I would like to think the numbers are
a result of the significant increase in

❏ Resident retests negative and is ‘doing great’ with no symptoms.
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By Peter Stein
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CLOVIS — Jaden Phillips is a New
Mexico native. And his residence sta-
tus isn’t expected to change until at
least mid-decade.

Late last week, the Clovis High
defensive end/wide receiver
announced that he had committed to
playing for the University of New
Mexico. Climbing the football ladder
up to Division I will involve a 3 1/2-
hour car ride to Albuquerque.

Phillips, who will be a Clovis High
senior in August, was recruited by
UNM as a defensive athlete, and will
play either defensive line or linebacker
for the Lobos.

“I’m really excited that I’ll get to
represent for my state and my home-
town,” said Phillips, a lifelong Clovis
resident. “And I’m going to a real good
college.”

“He realizes the importance of him
going there,” Clovis head football
coach Cal Fullerton said. “Now our
kids are going to look up to him. He
can kind of lead the way now and show
these younger kids that stuff’s possible
when you do what you need to. ... The
sky’s the limit.” 

Phillips, 6-foot-2, 245 pounds, was
recruited by a football program in flux,
with head coach Bob Davie and UNM
agreeing to part ways last November
after eight seasons. Davie, who had
previously coached Notre Dame for
five seasons, was replaced at UNM by
Danny Gonzales, a man who knows
defense. Gonzales’ most recent coach-
ing position was as Arizona State’s
defensive coordinator under head
coach Herm Edwards, a former NFL
defensive back and coach.

Gonzales will be entrenched as
Lobos head coach by the time Phillips
arrives in Albuquerque to play for him
next year. Where Phillips will play for
Gonzales may not be decided until
then, according to Fullerton.

“They’re not sure,” Fullerton said.

“They talked about maybe inside line-
backer, and they talked about a down
lineman. They do want him for defense
because they like the way he’s built.
They want him with his hand on the
ground (playing defensive line). But
they see how athletic he is, so they
might play him at linebacker.”

Wherever Phillips is asked to line
up, he will fill the role gladly.

“As long as I’m out there making an
impact, helping the team,” he said.

For Phillips, going Division I is part
of a football adventure that began in
the second grade. It took about five
years, though, for him to begin seeing
his own potential.

“It started in middle school when I
realized that I actually could do some-
thing with the sport,” Phillips said.
“My love for the game developed as I
realized that I could play this sport and
do great things as I got older and start-
ed growing stronger and my desire to

get better and play the game was a
whole lot stronger.”

Nature helped out, as Phillips grew
into the shape of a Division I college
player, as his height and weight started
to fall in line with his desire to play at
a higher level. His athleticism didn’t
hurt, either.

“Him being a three-sport athlete,
coaches at the next level, they love
that,” Fullerton said. “They like to see
kids competing year round.” 

UNM saw Phillips follow football
season with basketball season, basket-
ball season with track season. And the
Lobos counted themselves lucky that
the defensive standout and overall ath-
lete was still available.

“They were really surprised that
more teams weren’t on him,” Fullerton
said.  “Just what they saw he puts on
film, the kind of kid he is, his grades
are good. They’re pretty much getting
the all-around package with Jaden.” 
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Clovis junior Jaden Phillips has verbally committed to the University of
New Mexico. Phillips had 25 catches for 489 yards and two touchdowns
at the tight end position last season.
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One injured in
Sunday house fire

CLOVIS — The Clovis Fire
Department battled a house fire
Sunday evening, with the
department reporting one per-
son suffering minor burns.

Lt. Chris Elam of the CFD
reported the call came in about
5:30 p.m. The blaze at 1604
Axtell, a single-story resi-
dence, was knocked down
within half an hour.

The response to the fire,
which involved two rooms and
some hallway space, was
responded to with three fire
engines, an ambulance and a
battalion commander unit
along with various Clovis
Police Department units for
traffic control.

Elam noted a motorist ran
over one of the hoses, and the
visual damage suggests the
equipment will be put out of
service.

Clovis Police Capt. Roman
Romero reported that during
the course of the investigation,
a 24-year-old woman  was
taken into custody for posses-
sion of a controlled substance.
It wasn’t immediately clear if
or how she was connected to
the fire.

The CPD is investigating the
cause of the fire, Elam said.

Xcel resumes 
in-person reading

Xcel Energy resumed in-per-
son meter reading in New
Mexico on Monday following
more than a month of meter
estimates, according to a com-
pany release.

In-person readings were put
on hold April 14 due to con-

cerns about the COVID-19
pandemic.

The release notes employees
will be wearing protective
masks in the field, and asks res-
idents to not approach employ-
ees in the field.

The company has announced
it will not disconnect residen-
tial customers for nonpayment
until further notice, and has
installed employee safety
measures that include
enhanced cleaning protocols
and occupant limits in compa-
ny vehicles.

For the last few weeks, the
company billed customers by
using prior years to estimate
usage. Any overcharging or
undercharging that occurred as
a result will be accounted for in
upcoming bills.

Information: 800-895-4999
or xcelenergy.com

Virtual cancer
retreat to be held

ALBUQUERQUE —
Cancer Services of New
Mexico will hold a free virtual
family cancer retreat June 6-7,
according to an organization
release.

More than 250 people from
100 families in New Mexico
that are coping with cancer are
expected to attend. The pro-
gram will include approximate-
ly two dozen educational ses-
sions, and participants will
have informal discussion
opportunities to share their
experiences and coping tips.

To register or learn more
about the retreat, contact Janet
Cook at 505-288-0331 or visit:
cancerservicesnm.org

— Staff reports
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❏ All asymptomatic
and are isolated.

By Kevin Wilson
EDITOR

kwilson@thenews.email

CLOVIS — Following
positive tests for two of its
employees over the weekend,
Retirement Ranch has tested
all of its residents and staff
and early returns showed one
positive resident test.

Trisha Gross, social servic-
es director at the facility, said
Tuesday afternoon that full
results are still pending, but
the facility received the posi-
tive resident test Monday
night. The resident is asymp-
tomatic, and has been put
into isolation.

The facility tested 234
people through Sunday,
which included all residents
and 95% of its employees.
The remaining employees
had been tested as of
Tuesday, officials said.

A new round of testing
could be as early as this
morning and hopefully with-
in the week, Gross said, but
the facility was still waiting
on directives from the New
Mexico Department of
Health.

The two employees who

tested positive were asymp-
tomatic, and were tested May
11 as part of a state request to
test all residents and random-
ly test staff. 

A total of 53 staffers and
41 residents had been tested
through the testing periods of
April 27 and May 11. The
facility reported the two pos-
itive tests Saturday, five days
after the second random test-
ing.

Gross said Monday she
didn’t know who the employ-
ees were, and had no way to
know how many shifts those
employees had worked
before they were sent into
quarantine. 

“Because it was random
testing, we didn’t anticipate
anybody would come back
positive, so they were
allowed to come into work,”
Gross said. “We do screen
everybody who comes into
our building every single day
for signs of the virus.”

Screening includes tem-
perature tests and a series of
questions. Additional screen-
ing is required for any
employee who travels out of
town on their free time, and
employees are asked to clear
such travel through supervi-
sors in advance. 

Employees who test posi-
tive cannot return to work

until 14 days following the
positive test along with at
least two negative tests.

The Sunday tests were
taken by the New Mexico
National Guard to Tri-Core
Labs in Albuquerque, County
Manager Lance Pyle said.

This weekend was the first
time since the pandemic
began that area New Mexico
senior centers had reported
positive tests. 

The facility has roughly
140 staffers, but Gross said
she couldn’t calculate how
many employees are needed
to operate the facility
because “every department is
different.”

Residents have received
cloth masks to use while out-
side of their room or in the
presence of caregivers. Staff
has gowns, face shields and
gloves.

“We do try to maintain the
six feet, which is difficult
with care,” Gross said. “We
are encouraging extra hand
washing and we have extra
hand sanitizing stations all
over the building.”

The facility is currently
operating under its policies
for infection control, but
many of those items had
already been handed down
by the state.
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Might be more commits to come for Clovis
By Peter Stein

STAFF WRITER
pstein@thenews.email

Recruitment is an exciting
time for high school athletes.

No exception locally, as
Clovis High’s Chance Harris
and Jaden Phillips commit-
ted to play Division I foot-
ball during the past week. 

Harris will play quarter-
back for Colorado State;
Phillips will be a defensive
lineman or linebacker for the
University of New Mexico.

In the strange days of
COVID-19, the commit-
ments of Harris and Phillips
seem like a break in the

gloom, even more exciting
than usual under the circum-
stances.

“Oh, extremely, extreme-
ly, man. It’s a huge deal,”
Clovis head football coach
Cal Fullerton said Monday
night. “Not only for our pro-
gram, but for them and their
families and Clovis as a
whole.”

The Wildcats finished 8-4
last season, which ended
with a loss to Cleveland in
the state 6A semifinals, and
now the rewards are coming
for the talent and hard work
leading to that success.

The Division I commit-
ments by Harris and Phillips

followed that of Wildcats
offensive lineman Bryce
Cabeldue, who over the win-
ter committed to play for the
Kansas Jayhawks.

And there may be more to
come for Clovis. Fullerton
said he was recently contact-
ed by Michigan University
running backs coach/special
teams coordinator Jay
Harbaugh — son of current
Michigan and former 49ers
head coach Jim Harbaugh —
inquiring about Clovis run-
ning back Jeston
Webskowski, who will be a
high school senior in August.

Fullerton said Harbaugh
“happened to see

(Webskowski’s) film one
day and said he was
intrigued by him.”

And, according to
Fullerton, Oklahoma State
(which produced Hall of
Fame running back Barry
Sanders), Texas Tech and
Fresno State have expressed
interest in Webskowski, with
the Red Raiders’ recruiting
coordinator having already
started messaging the
Wildcats running back.

“They are doing their
homework, watching these
kids’ film,” Fullerton said.
“They’re doing all kinds of
recruiting, trying to figure
out who fits best at certain

schools. … I think Bryce
getting that recognition
made other schools realize
that maybe there are some
more kids in Clovis that can
play Division I football. It’s
been a pretty neat deal.”

And has made Fullerton’s
stay-at-home days plenty
busy.

“People say they’ve had a lot
of down time in this,” Fullerton
said, “but it seems every day
I’m talking to a coach about a
kid on my team.”

Tiger king
On the basketball front, 6-

foot Elida point guard Tyce

Delk announced that he will
play college basketball for
Division III University of
Mary Hardin-Baylor in
Belton, Texas.

“Super excited and blessed
to announce I will be contin-
uing my athletic and aca-
demic career at the
University of Mary Hardin
Baylor!!” Delk posted on
Twitter on Sunday afternoon.

Elida went 22-8 last sea-
son, lost a triple-overtime
heartbreaker to Tatum in the
District 4-Class A champi-
onship game, and reached
the state Class A quarterfinal
round before losing to sec-
ond-seeded Maxwell.

3 positive for COVID-19 at Retirement Ranch
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The world’s economy is
being damaged by this pan-
demic, or, more accurately,
it’s being damaged by gov-
ernment reactions to the pan-
demic. 

The damage is adding up;
getting worse with time. The
only questions are: How bad
is the damage going to be?
And how long will it take to
recover? 

I don’t know the answers;
no one does.

The economy will show
scars of this time for years to
come. Maybe forever. There
are businesses that were
forcibly closed and are never
coming back. Whole sectors
of the economy may die off
from the damage. Sure, dead-
wood and weak branches
were pruned away by the
event, but there are some pre-
viously healthy limbs being
torn off as well. 

The authoritarian shut-

down was just more than
some businesses could sur-
vive.

The shutdown may turn
out to be an economic extinc-
tion event, like an asteroid
wiping out the dinosaurs,
and,  if so, there will be lots
of vacant economic niches
waiting to be filled. Perhaps
they are waiting for you to
fill them.

So it’s not all bad news.
The automobile may have

killed off the buggy-whip
market, but look at all the
new markets it created. We
wouldn’t have rear-view mir-

ror pine tree air fresheners
and thousands of other prod-
ucts if cars hadn’t reshaped
the market.

Things change. We will
recover. We will be different;
stronger.

Some economic barriers
have fallen away during this
pandemic. Mostly bureau-
cratic nonsense like licensing
and such — one example is
letting doctors practice across
state lines. 

Government may try to put
the barriers up again when
this is over. Don’t let them.
Anything that gets in the way
during a pandemic also gets
in the way during normal
times, although it may not be
as obvious.

Use your new knowledge
to oppose those barriers
being restored and notice
other barriers that should be
removed.

Those who can adapt will

do better than those who
can’t. Some people may be
surprised to discover whether
or not they are good at adapt-
ing. 

There are always opportu-
nities around you. Learn to
spot them, and find ways to
act on them. 

This is something I’m not
especially good at — my
hope is that you are better at
it than I am and that I can
learn to do better.

The market will prevail if
allowed to flourish in free-
dom. Only political parasites
would try to hold it back.
Watch carefully to see which
side those with political
power choose.

Farwell’s Kent McManigal
champions liberty. Contact
him at: 

dullhawk@hotmail.com

It’s been said that if you
want to make God laugh, tell
him your plans.

The future is always an
uncertainty, but it’s especially
acute for this year’s graduat-
ing classes. Not only did the
pomp and ceremony sur-
rounding their milestone
accomplishments get nixed by
the coronavirus pandemic, but
what lies ahead is more of a
mystery than a plan. 

As of last weekend, New
Mexicans started opening
their doors just a crack, to
gauge the temperature of our
collective illness in the hope
that we’re over the worst of it.
We’re not, but basic human
needs are forcing us out any-
way. 

The graduates of 2020 must
look out at their future
through cloudy windowpanes,
stuck inside while the world
goes questionably by.

I can only imagine the pain
of physical isolation while in
your late teens or early 20s. 

As a boomer, I’ll admit that
my generation has failed in
many ways, but all is not lost.
We’ve opened up a world of

possibilities by developing
some pretty impressive tools. 

Technology is literally tak-
ing on a mind of its own and
science is delving deeper into
creation than it ever has
before. 

And medicine is advancing
our ability to live well past
100 years old — if we can
survive all the threats that
have also come with these
advancements.

The future of humanity now
lies in the hands of those who
will take up the cause of sav-
ing ourselves from ourselves.
And, yes, it can be done.

Take climate change, the
existential issue of our time.
As our modern world has
slowed down in response to
COVID-19, our planet is
actually getting cleaner. Cities

are reporting cleaner air,
wildlife is thriving and the
effects of global warming are
slowing, because people are
staying home and leaving
smaller carbon footprints. It
gives hope that we can indeed
avert environment catastrophe
if we set our minds to it.

We’re at a crossroads. We
can either emerge from this
pandemic and re-create our
dirty economy, thereby
returning Mother Earth to her
death spiral, or we can create
a new economy, one that’s
cleaner and serves everyone. 

This is where young hearts
and minds will make all the
difference in the world. To
them I say, these are your
preparation years, when
you’ll “train up” for your con-
tribution to society, and when
you’ll set your own personal
priorities for the years to
come.

Some of you will go the
materialistic route, and your
priority will be all about mak-
ing money. 

Others will seek happiness
by following your passions,
or by building intimate and

beautiful relationships, and
that’s where you’ll find life’s
blessings. 

And some of you will let
your idealism get the best of
you, and you’ll go tilting at
windmills. You’ll speak out
for truth and justice, maybe
even putting other people’s
needs in front of your own,
only to be disappointed to
find that there’s no Utopia, no
matter how hard you might
work to make it come true. 

To the idealists, I say, as
you run that risk of disillu-
sionment, you’ll still be con-
tributing to a better world. It’s
no small thing to believe in
the greater good — and a
higher power.

There are opportunities in
this moment. Great opportu-
nities, if you’ve a mind to
seize them. 

Tom McDonald is editor of
the New Mexico Community
News Exchange. Contact
him at:

tmcdonald.srnm
@gmail.com

Market needs freedom to flourish

Opportunities exist in this moment

Viewpoint
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How will we
respond to
PFAS threats?
The quality of our water in eastern New

Mexico is threatened by man-made
chemical compounds named

Polyfluoroalkyl Substances, commonly known
as “PFAS,” used by the U.S. Air Force at
Cannon Air Force Base as fire-fighting foam. 

These chemicals are toxic and are linked to
health issues including cancer, birth defects,
autoimmune diseases, high blood pressure and
more. 

Over the past 50 years, the Air Force has
washed nearly 18 million gallons of PFAS
solutions into our region’s groundwater. It
slowly seeped into our private and municipal
water wells. As a result, our treasured Ogallala
Aquifer, providing water to Curry and
Roosevelt Counties, is now tainted. 

In 2018, the Air Force announced that these
PFAS compounds were in the groundwater at a
level we now know is 370 times above those
established by the EPA as safe. This means that
every two months, those drinking this water
received the amount of PFAS in their water
deemed safe for one’s entire lifetime. 

We learned in February that EPCOR was tak-
ing steps to stop its presence in the water deliv-
ered to the city of Clovis from wells six miles
away from Cannon. 

Is our water safe? What can be done? With
the help of our New Mexico Senators Stuart
Ingle and Pat Woods, the state’s budget for
2021 includes $100,000 for New Mexico
Environment Department testing in the affected
areas. 

That’s a start in defining boundaries of the
plume. 

In addition, we as a group of local concerned
residents have formed the Clean Water
Partnership-Cannon, a non-profit association,
to investigate the problem, fund water and
blood tests for residents concerned about their
own condition, examine soil toxicities, and find
solutions to the contamination. 

This includes educating the public about
PFAS dangers and advocating for the interests
of Curry and Roosevelt County residents to
both state and federal governments. 

In order for this effort to succeed, it’s going
to take the people of Clovis, Portales and sur-
rounding areas to come together to stop the
intrusion of this “forever chemical” in our
water supplies. 

We must begin not only the testing of the
water, but the clean-up of our contaminated
water and the testing of our citizens immediate-
ly. 

We support the presence of the Air Force in
eastern New Mexico, and welcome its person-
nel, but believe that the Defense Department
and the Air Force have abiding responsibilities
to protect those in our community. 

It has been two years since the Air Force
advised of PFAS contamination locally, but
they’ve taken no action whatsoever to address
the problem. 

Fortunately, there is American-made technol-
ogy that purifies water contaminated with
PFAS. Having access to safe and abundant
water is an American right. We choose to stand
up for our community and protect our health,
economy, and environment, but most impor-
tantly our families. 

As the board of directors of the Clean Water
Partnership-Cannon, we ask you as members of
our communities, to join us in this effort today. 

Please call 575-359-7233 or go to
www.CWP-Cannon.org for membership infor-
mation. 

— CWP-Cannon board members are 
Kathy Elliott, Roger Hatcher, John B. Kern,

Nike Gunnels Kern, Art Schaap 
and Timothy Rutten. 

Mallard Fillmore Bruce Tinsley

Kent
McManigal

◆

Local
columnist

Tom
McDonald

◆

State
columnist
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Texas Gov. Greg Abbott
continued this week to
reopen businesses that had
closed to slow the spread
of novel coronavirus.
Phase 2, as he calls it, will
allow tattoo parlors, bars
and daycare centers to
begin reopening.

But the dates vary by
each industry. And while
the new order applies to the
entire state, four Texas
Panhandle counties —
Deaf Smith, Moore, Potter,
and Randall — will be
delayed by over one week
because of ongoing
COVID-19 outbreaks.
Here’s what you need to
know.

WWhhaatt’’ss  tthhee  pprroobblleemm  iinn  tthhee
PPaannhhaannddllee??

The number of positive
cases have skyrocketed in
recent weeks.

Amarillo had 1,482 posi-
tive cases on May 11. On
Monday, state health offi-
cials said that number had
nearly doubled, to 2,731.
Deaths have climbed from
18 to 27.

Closer to eastern New
Mexico, the Hereford area
went from 59 cases on May
11 to 122 on Monday. The
Hereford area has also
recorded six coronavirus-
related deaths in the past
week.

Parmer County, which
includes Bovina, Friona
and Farwell, is still
allowed to reopen under
Abbott’s newest plan, but it
too has seen multiple new
cases — from just four
three weeks ago, to 34

through Monday.
Judge Trey Ellis said

most of those testing posi-
tive in Parmer County are
closely associated with
each other — family and
friends. Most of the
patients are not hospital-
ized and are staying home,
but they’re also allowing
visitors, spurring the num-
ber of positive cases.

OOuuttssiiddee  tthhee  AAmmaarriilllloo  aarreeaa,,
wwhhaatt  iiss  rreeooppeenniinngg  rriigghhtt
nnooww??

Some businesses can
open immediately. Those
include childcare and day-
care centers. Massage
establishments, tattoo par-
lors and piercing studios
can also reopen, so long as
there’s six feet between
operating workstations.

WWhhaatt  ccoommeess  nneexxtt??
On Friday, restaurants

statewide can begin operat-
ing at 50% capacity,
though the cap does not
apply to outdoor areas.
Bars can open at 25%
capacity, as can aquariums,
natural caverns, rodeos and
equestrian events. Bowling
alleys can also reopen, pro-
vided there’s six feet
between operating lanes.
Amateur sporting events
can proceed without spec-
tators, but participants
have to test negative for
COVID-19 before the
event, among other
requirements. Drive-in
concerts are also allowed.

On May 29, outdoor
areas of zoos can open at
25% capacity.

On May 31, professional
basketball, baseball, soft-

ball, golf, tennis, football,
and car racing events can
resume without any specta-
tors present. Youth camps,
including those that keep
children overnight, can
also reopen. Practice for
youth sports programs can
resume, but games can’t
begin until June 15.

WWhhaatt  aabboouutt  sscchhoooollss??
On June 1, public school

districts can offer in-person
activities, such as summer
school, special education
evaluations and individual-
ized tutoring. Private
schools and institutions of
higher education are also
allowed to reopen campus-
es.

On KXAS-TV Monday
night, Abbott said in a pre-
vaccine world, classrooms

still might be able to open
with “new safety standards
in place.” But if that’s not
possible, he added, “We
want to be able to open up
to be prepared for possible
continuation of some dis-
tance-learning strategies
that were adopted at the
end of the school year.”

DDoo  II  hhaavvee  ttoo  wweeaarr  aa  mmaasskk??
Texas officials recom-

mend everyone wear a
mask, but there is no
statewide requirement.
Cities and counties cannot
penalize anyone for not
wearing a face covering.

The Dallas Morning
News and The Eastern New
Mexico News contributed
to this report.
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available testing,” said Dan
Heerding, the emergency
management coordinator for
the city of Clovis.

“DOH (New Mexico
Department of Health)
won’t tell us where the cases
are from other than a ZIP
code. They cite HIPPA (pri-
vacy) laws as the reason.”

Neither Curry nor
Roosevelt counties has
reported a COVID-19 relat-
ed death and, even with
Saturday’s spike, both are
still below the state average
in the number of cases per-
100,000 population.

The number of tests the
state has performed has
increased dramatically in
recent weeks — from 71,118
on May 1 to 137,620
through Monday.

The number of recovered
cases in the state has also
increased of late — from
785 on May 1 to 1,796
through Monday.

Before the 16 cases
reported in Curry-Roosevelt
counties on Saturday, the
single-day high was five on
April 30.

More good news: The
lone COVID-19 patient
admitted to Clovis’ Plains

Regional Medical Center
since the pandemic began
was discharged on Saturday,
hospital spokeswoman
Amanda Schoenberg said.

If the weekend becomes
the norm,  area hospital offi-
cials have said they are
ready.

“Since the onset of the
pandemic, RGH has been
preparing for a possible out-
break,” Orrantia said. “At
this time, we have an appro-
priate supply of masks, beds
and ventilators but depend-
ing on the scope of the out-
break it could change rapid-
ly. Staff meet daily to dis-
cuss where we are, and
future plans and needs.
During this time, we have
learned to adapt to the
changes as they occur.”

One change has been the
availability of testing, which
some area businesses are
embracing.

Farmers Country Market
in Portales was closed part
of the weekend to provide
testing for its staff.

“It was routine testing at
Farmers on Sunday,”
Hamilton said. “It’s employ-
ers doing what they feel is in
the best interest of their
employees. We’re seeing
more of the employers seek-
ing out testing throughout
the county.”

Cases
from Page 1

lated and not allowed visi-
tors, Tweedy said they are
responding to the pandemic
like champs.

“I know it’s lonely for
them, but they are doing
well,” she said.

“They can call their fami-
lies and they’re doing a lot
of things they weren’t doing
before, like Facetime. And
family can come outside
their window and talk to
them on the phone so they
can see them.”

Can the community do
anything to help?

“The community has been
really fantastic,” she said.
“We have people making
masks (for residents); if any-
one can continue to do that it
would be fantastic.

“If anyone wants to send
them cards or letters, they
get mail every day and they
really look forward to that. If
Sunday school groups,
church groups could send
encouraging words that
would be nice.”

Tweedy said the Center
has three iPads that rotate
among residents. “If anyone
would like to donate iPads
or tablets or just any (elec-
tronic devices) for them to
play games on, that would
be incredible.”

Virus
from Page 1A

On this date ...
1970: Clovis’ Reese

Cagle had received the
Lobo Award of
Distinction, characterized
as the “most cherished”
award presented by the
University of New Mexico
Alumni Association.

Cagle was just the
fourth person to receive
the honor. Dallas
Cowboys running back
Don Perkins was among
former winners.

Cagle was chairman of
the Lobo Booster Club in
Clovis.

Clovis’ Richard Rowley
presented the award to
Cagle and recounted his
contributions to UNM,
which went back to the

early 1930s when he was
president of several cam-
pus organizations and one
of the school’s top ath-
letes.

Pages Past is compiled
by David Stevens. Contact:
dstevens@thenews.email

For more regional histo-
ry, see the website:

pagespast.net
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Air conditioning became essential in summertime
I’m writing this on a

warm morning, settled
in near the air condi-

tioner with outside tempera-
tures already well past 90
degrees and climbing.

This was always a hope-
ful time of year when I was
a kid. School was out — or
we were breathlessly count-
ing the minutes. The garden
was planted. Our old mossy
swimming tank was freshly
filled with ice-cold water.
We were close enough to
watermelon season to taste
them.

We grew up without air
conditioning. Our mother

had a strange aversion to
new inventions. For long
years while others were liv-
ing in the comfort of
mechanically chilled air, she
swore off the idea. She had
a similar aversion to dish-
washers.

When summer came,
every window in the house
was open for the duration.

A large and noisy
turquoise blue box fan had a
permanent place in the hall-
way where it ran from mid-
morning until bedtime.
When my brothers and I
crouched behind it and
yelled through the whirling
blades, it twisted our voices
and amused us endlessly.

During an intensive hot
spell, our parents installed a
leaky evaporative cooler in
one of their bedroom win-
dows, which meant that one
— and only one — room in
our house had cooler air.

A window unit swamp
cooler is better than nothing

if the outside air stays dry.
In the event of humidity
(which does happen now
and again), not much cool-
ing takes place.

Occasionally we piled
into the station wagon to
visit one of our mom’s best
friends about 20 miles away.
Bobbie had a magical
machine: the first refrigerat-
ed air conditioner I remem-
ber.

It was installed in the
north wall of her living
room, about eye level to a
kid. The front grill was fes-
tooned with wind power
demonstrating plastic rib-

bons that probably came
with it from the store, the
kind that stood straight out
like flags in an eastern New
Mexico sandstorm.

Bobbie had a chair or a
couch just below that mar-
velous cooler. I remember
sitting on my knees with icy
wind blowing through my
hair. It was pure bliss.

By the time we were in
junior high or so, we made
the transition to a giant
swamp cooler on top of the
house and, eventually, con-
verted to two small refriger-
ated units. If I turn them on
early enough on a sizzling

day, they keep the whole
house tolerable.

(In the interest of full dis-
closure, we eventually
invested in a dishwasher,
too, against my mother’s
wishes. Like air condition-
ing, it became immediately
indispensable.)

Yep, summer seems to be
arriving. It’s time to switch
on those ceiling fans, too.
While you’re up, will you
bring me an iced tea?

Betty Williamson is also
ready for a cold slice of
watermelon. Reach her at:

pepnm@hotmail.com

Betty
Williamson

◆

A bit 
of good news

PORTALES — Three candidates, one the
incumbent, are on the June 2 primary ballot
to be the Republican nominee for Roosevelt
County probate judge.

The winner of the primary does not have
any general election opposition from the
Democratic or Libertarian parties. Michelle
Bargas is the incumbent, with Gracy Stone
and Kendall Terry running for the position as
well.

The judge handles the formal judicial
process for transferring the property of a
person who has died. The salary for the
term will be $20,024.

MMiicchheellllee  BBaarrggaass
OOccccuuppaattiioonn:: Roosevelt County Probate

Judge
PPrriioorr  oorr  ccuurrrreenntt

eelleecctteedd  ooffffiicceess  hheelldd::
2005 President, BESO
(Bilingual Education
Student Organization);
2009 -2012 Treasurer,
Union County Crime
Stoppers; 2018-2019
Vice-Chairperson,
Probate Affiliate for
New Mexico
Association of Counties

WWhhaatt  eexxppeerriieennccee  ddoo  yyoouu  hhaavvee  tthhaatt  wwiillll
pprreeppaarree  yyoouu  ffoorr  tthhee  uuppccoommiinngg  ffoouurr
yyeeaarrss??

Prior to the last four years, I worked for
the state as a juvenile probation parole offi-
cer. During those 10 years, I earned experi-
ence in the courtroom speaking before
numerous judges on cases. The last four
years has given me experience with probate
law and working with county government.

WWhhaatt  ddoo  yyoouu  bbeelliieevvee  sshhoouulldd  bbee  tthhee
rroollee  ooff  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt,,  aanndd  ddoo  yyoouu  bbeelliieevvee
aannyytthhiinngg  cchhaannggeess  dduurriinngg  aa  ppaannddeemmiicc??

The role of government should be to pro-
tect us and our rights but not at a level that it
hinders us. As for the pandemic, through
this experience, a lot has changed. Being
quarantined for two months and not allowing
businesses to operate during that time
changes everything.

HHooww  wwiillll  yyoouu  rruunn  tthhee  ooffffiiccee  iinn  aa  wwaayy
tthhaatt’’ss  eeffffiicciieenntt  wwiitthhoouutt  ssaaccrriiffiicciinngg  ttaaxxppaayy--
eerr  sseerrvviiccee??  

The probate office has a set budget.
There is no secretary, no office staff and the
probate office has a budget for office sup-
plies of $100 a year. Currently, the probate
office is highly efficient due to the fact that I
handle appointments one day a week and
meet families when convenient for them.
The community can reach me by leaving a
message on my office phone (575-226-
3995) or cell phone (575-760-7605).

AAss  ddiiffffiiccuulltt  aass  iitt  iiss  ttoo  iimmaaggiinnee  JJaann..  11
rriigghhtt  nnooww,,  wwhhaatt  ddoo  yyoouu  eennvviissiioonn  ttoo  bbee  tthhee
bbiiggggeesstt  cchhaalllleennggee  ooff  tthhee  ooffffiiccee  yyoouu’’rree
sseeeekkiinngg??  

The biggest challenge is educating the
community on what the probate office does
do. Roosevelt County has a resource avail-
able and not a lot of people know what it is
or how to use it. I would like to use the next
four years to work on educating the public
on utilizing this resource and show how it
benefits them. I would like to start planning
some informational classes on probate law
and how it benefits the community.

PPrroobbaattee  jjuuddggeess  aarree  aauutthhoorriizzeedd,,  bbuutt  nnoott
rreeqquuiirreedd,,  ttoo  ppeerrffoorrmm  mmaarrrriiaaggeess..
FFoolllloowwiinngg  tthhee  ssttaattee’’ss  ddeecciissiioonn  ttoo  aallllooww
ssaammee--sseexx  mmaarrrriiaaggee,,  vvaarriioouuss  jjuuddggeess
ddeecciiddeedd  ttoo  ssttoopp  ppeerrffoorrmmiinngg  aallll  mmaarrrriiaaggeess..
WWoouulldd  yyoouurr  ooffffiiccee  ppeerrffoorrmm  aa  ssaammee--sseexx
mmaarrrriiaaggee,,  aanndd  iiff  nnoott  ddoo  yyoouu  bbeelliieevvee  tthhee
ooffffiiccee  iiss  pprroovviiddiinngg  ffuullll  sseerrvviiccee  ttoo  ttaaxxppaayy--
eerrss??  

I do perform marriages and when you
agree to perform marriages, you agree to
perform all types of marriages.

RReeggaarrddlleessss  ooff  tthhee  pprriimmaarryy  oouuttccoommee,,
yyoouu  wwiillll  bbee  iinn  yyoouurr  ccuurrrreenntt  ppoossiittiioonn  ffoorr
tthhee  nneexxtt  ssiixx  mmoonntthhss..  SShhoouulldd  yyoouu  wwiinn,,
wwhhaatt  ddoo  yyoouu  ppllaann  ttoo  ddoo  oovveerr  tthhee  nneexxtt  ssiixx
mmoonntthhss  ttoo  eennssuurree  yyoouurr  nneexxtt  tteerrmm  iiss  ssuucc--
cceessssffuull??  

I am planning on locating places to start
scheduling classes on probate law and the
benefits of it for the community. Hopefully,
the quarantine will end soon and businesses
will be able to function at full capacity again
so we can look forward to a positive future.

SShhoouulldd  yyoouu  bbee  ddeeffeeaatteedd  iinn  tthhee  pprriimmaarryy,,
wwhhaatt  wwoouulldd  yyoouu  ddoo  iinn  tthhoossee  ssiixx  mmoonntthhss
ttoo  eennssuurree  ttaaxxppaayyeerrss  aarree  bbeesstt  sseerrvveedd??  

As soon as the quarantine is lifted, I will
still look into scheduling probate classes for
the next six months. I believe in being
proactive rather than reactive. 

GGrraaccyy  SSttoonnee
OOccccuuppaattiioonn::  Retired school counselor
PPrriioorr  oorr  ccuurrrreenntt  eelleecctteedd  ooffffiicceess  hheelldd::

None

WWhhaatt  eexxppeerriieennccee
ddoo  yyoouu  hhaavvee  tthhaatt  wwiillll
pprreeppaarree  yyoouu  ffoorr  tthhee
uuppccoommiinngg  ffoouurr  yyeeaarrss??

I am a retired public
school educator and
counselor, and have
worked and volun-
teered in local, state
and national govern-
ment. I formerly owned and operated a local

business and currently serve as a lay pastor
in my church. Helping those around me
work through challenges, listening to under-
stand others, and looking out for the best
interest of all involved is what I've spent my
entire adult life doing. These skills are
imperative for performing the duties of pro-
bate judge. I also have the flexibility of time
to ensure the taxpayers’ needs are a top pri-
ority. 

WWhhaatt  ddoo  yyoouu  bbeelliieevvee  sshhoouulldd  bbee  tthhee
rroollee  ooff  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  aanndd  ddoo  yyoouu  bbeelliieevvee
aannyytthhiinngg  cchhaannggeess  dduurriinngg  aa  ppaannddeemmiicc??

The role of government is multi-faceted; it
is to protect its citizens, their liberty and
property. During this COVID-19 pandemic,
the government is the natural leader for
overall coordination and communication for
the public. The government needs to ensure
the containment efforts are proportionate
and do minimal damage to the American
people. Government is expanding its role in
many ways necessary (and some, sadly,
unnecessary and overreaching) to meet the
present needs of the nation. I earnestly look
forward to the time where we can return to
normal and the government lessens its
overall control in states and local municipali-
ties. 

HHooww  wwiillll  yyoouu  rruunn  tthhee  ooffffiiccee  iinn  aa  wwaayy
tthhaatt''ss  eeffffiicciieenntt  wwiitthhoouutt  ssaaccrriiffiicciinngg  ttaaxxppaayy--
eerr  sseerrvviiccee??

Office hours will be established; however,
flexibility from office hours will be done to
help meet needs of taxpayers as needs
arise. Telephone communication will be
available at all times, five days a week and
all messages and correspondence will be
answered in a timely manner. 

AAss  ddiiffffiiccuulltt  aass  iitt  iiss  ttoo  iimmaaggiinnee  JJaann..  11
rriigghhtt  nnooww,,  wwhhaatt  ddoo  yyoouu  eennvviissiioonn  ttoo  bbee  tthhee
bbiiggggeesstt  cchhaalllleennggee  ooff  tthhee  ooffffiiccee  yyoouu''rree
sseeeekkiinngg??  HHooww  ddoo  yyoouu  ppllaann  ttoo  aaddddrreessss  iitt??

I am deeply concerned about the linger-
ing effects the pandemic and resulting shut-
down will have on all Americans and its enti-
ties. I am hopeful rules and regulations will
be lifted as quickly as they were put in place
and we can assume our normal lives. I will
do my best to provide needed service and
follow the rules and regulations to ensure
public safety.

PPrroobbaattee  jjuuddggeess  aarree  aauutthhoorriizzeedd,,  bbuutt  nnoott
rreeqquuiirreedd,,  ttoo  ppeerrffoorrmm  mmaarrrriiaaggeess..
FFoolllloowwiinngg  tthhee  ssttaattee''ss  ddeecciissiioonn  ttoo  aallllooww
ssaammee--sseexx  mmaarrrriiaaggeess,,  vvaarriioouuss  jjuuddggeess
ddeecciiddeedd  ttoo  ssttoopp  ppeerrffoorrmmiinngg  aallll  mmaarrrriiaaggeess..
WWoouulldd  yyoouurr  ooffffiiccee  ppeerrffoorrmm  aa  ssaammee--sseexx
mmaarrrriiaaggee,,  aanndd  iiff  nnoott  ddoo  yyoouu  bbeelliieevvee  tthhee
ooffffiiccee  iiss  pprroovviiddiinngg  ffuullll  sseerrvviiccee  ttoo  ttaaxxppaayy--
eerrss??

The state's law allows same-sex mar-

riages and if elected probate judge, I would
adhere to the law. I do not believe it is up to
my subjective opinion to choose who should
or should not be legally united in marriage. 

FFoorr  tthhiiss  ppoossiittiioonn,,  tthhee  RReeppuubblliiccaann  pprrii--
mmaarryy  iiss  tthhee  oonnllyy  ccoonntteesstteedd  oonnee  aanndd  tthheerree
aarree  nnoo  nnoommiinneeeess  ssiiggnneedd  uupp  ffoorr  tthhee
DDeemmooccrraattiicc  oorr  LLiibbeerrttaarriiaann  ppaarrttiieess..  SShhoouulldd
yyoouu  wwiinn  tthhee  pprriimmaarryy,,  wwhhaatt  wwiillll  yyoouu  ddoo  ttoo
eennssuurree  aa  ssmmooootthh  ttrraannssiittiioonn??

The peaceful transition of power is a tra-
dition that sets America apart from most of
the world. I will do whatever is necessary to
make the transition as smooth and positive
as possible. My flexible schedule in retire-
ment allows for greater ability to be fluid,
responsive and helpful. 

KKeennddaallll  TTeerrrryy
OOccccuuppaattiioonn:: Small business owner

(Allstar Auction Co.),
real estate agent (Town
& Country Real Estate),
heavy equipment busi-
ness consultant.
Former Roosevelt
County manager, 1999-
2001.

PPrriioorr  oorr  ccuurrrreenntt
eelleecctteedd  ooffffiicceess  hheelldd::
None. 

WWhhaatt  eexxppeerriieennccee
ddoo  yyoouu  hhaavvee  tthhaatt  wwiillll  pprreeppaarree  yyoouu  ffoorr  tthhee
uuppccoommiinngg  ffoouurr  yyeeaarrss??

I have been actively helping families
throughout New Mexico and West Texas
with estate settlements for the past 20
years. I have extensive knowledge in family
estates, reading and interrupting wills, and
have served as the personal representative
for numerous estates. Additionally, I have
training in estate sale liquidations. 

WWhhaatt  ddoo  yyoouu  bbeelliieevvee  sshhoouulldd  bbee  tthhee
rroollee  ooff  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  aanndd  ddoo  yyoouu  bbeelliieevvee
aannyytthhiinngg  cchhaannggeess  dduurriinngg  aa  ppaannddeemmiicc??

Pursue prosperity without any govern-
ment interference. As the great Ronald
Reagan once said, “Big Government is not
the solution to our problems. Government is
the problem.” I believe during the COVID-19
pandemic, things will be different as we
have seen in the past, however, I do believe
local, state, and federal government should
not be overstepping and abusing our consti-
tutional rights and freedoms we have held
over the past 244 years.

HHooww  wwiillll  yyoouu  rruunn  tthhee  ooffffiiccee  iinn  aa  wwaayy
tthhaatt''ss  eeffffiicciieenntt  wwiitthhoouutt  ssaaccrriiffiicciinngg  ttaaxxppaayy--
eerr  sseerrvviiccee??

If I have the great opportunity to be the
next probate judge for Roosevelt County, I
will operate the probate office in the most

efficient and productive manner as possible.
I will establish set office hours, post and
make available informative probate judge
information and forms on the county's web-
site, and be available to meet county resi-
dents by appointment if necessary. I also
plan to implement new and proactive ideas
that will help county residents with probate
law. 

AAss  ddiiffffiiccuulltt  aass  iitt  iiss  ttoo  iimmaaggiinnee  JJaann..  11
rriigghhtt  nnooww,,  wwhhaatt  ddoo  yyoouu  eennvviissiioonn  ttoo  bbee  tthhee
bbiiggggeesstt  cchhaalllleennggee  ooff  tthhee  ooffffiiccee  yyoouu''rree
sseeeekkiinngg??  HHooww  ddoo  yyoouu  ppllaann  ttoo  aaddddrreessss  iitt??

The biggest challenge I see is COVID-19
issues and the economic impact that it will
have on the entire state of New Mexico. I
would use common sense and a conserva-
tive platform to alleviate these and any
unforeseen problems. 

PPrroobbaattee  jjuuddggeess  aarree  aauutthhoorriizzeedd,,  bbuutt  nnoott
rreeqquuiirreedd,,  ttoo  ppeerrffoorrmm  mmaarrrriiaaggeess..
FFoolllloowwiinngg  tthhee  ssttaattee''ss  ddeecciissiioonn  ttoo  aallllooww
ssaammee--sseexx  mmaarrrriiaaggeess,,  vvaarriioouuss  jjuuddggeess
ddeecciiddeedd  ttoo  ssttoopp  ppeerrffoorrmmiinngg  aallll  mmaarrrriiaaggeess..
WWoouulldd  yyoouurr  ooffffiiccee  ppeerrffoorrmm  aa  ssaammee--sseexx
mmaarrrriiaaggee,,  aanndd  iiff  nnoott  ddoo  yyoouu  bbeelliieevvee  tthhee
ooffffiiccee  iiss  pprroovviiddiinngg  ffuullll  sseerrvviiccee  ttoo  ttaaxxppaayy--
eerrss??

I would not perform marriages if elected
probate judge. It is of my opinion that
duties of the probate judge court are to
appoint legally qualified persons (called
personal representatives) to manage and
settle the decedent's business affairs.
Personal representatives pass the
deceased person's estate property — real
and personal — to the rightful recipients.
Clergy, magistrate judge, municipal judge,
and/or district judge can perform mar-
riages in New Mexico.

FFoorr  tthhiiss  ppoossiittiioonn,,  tthhee  RReeppuubblliiccaann  pprrii--
mmaarryy  iiss  tthhee  oonnllyy  ccoonntteesstteedd  oonnee  aanndd
tthheerree  aarree  nnoo  nnoommiinneeeess  ssiiggnneedd  uupp  ffoorr
tthhee  DDeemmooccrraattiicc  oorr  LLiibbeerrttaarriiaann  ppaarrttiieess..
SShhoouulldd  yyoouu  wwiinn  tthhee  pprriimmaarryy,,  wwhhaatt  wwiillll
yyoouu  ddoo  ttoo  eennssuurree  aa  ssmmooootthh  ttrraannssiittiioonn??

■ Prioritizing: Identify the probate
judge office priorities, identify the
resources needed to achieve these priori-
ties, and communicate these goals and
priorities. 

■ Build relationships and support: I
would build support within our county gov-
ernment, community leaders outside of
government, and implement productive
community relations.

■ Actively manage office time:
Implement office hours on a regular basis,
improve and enhance the probate judge
department on the Roosevelt County web-
site.

——  CCoommppiilleedd  bbyy  EEddiittoorr  KKeevviinn  WWiillssoonn
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PORTALES — There are two candi-
dates in the June 2 Republican primary for
the District 2 slot on the Roosevelt County
Commission.

The winner faces no opposition in the
November general election. Matthew
Hunton, the incumbent, is running against
Rodney Savage.

The position pays $22,832 annually.

MMaatttthheeww  HHuunnttoonn
OOccccuuppaattiioonn:: Insurance agent/business

owner
PPrriioorr  oorr  ccuurrrreenntt

eelleecctteedd  ooffffiicceess  hheelldd::
Portales City Council,
2012-16. Roosevelt
County Commission,
2017-present.

WWhhaatt  eexxppeerriieennccee
ddoo  yyoouu  hhaavvee  tthhaatt  wwiillll
pprreeppaarree  yyoouu  ffoorr  tthhee
uuppccoommiinngg  ffoouurr
yyeeaarrss??

Being a city councilor for four years
greatly decreased my learning curve as a
commissioner. Being a commissioner for
the last three-plus years leaves no learn-
ing curve to continue in my current posi-
tion. I am comfortable with the way the
system works and will be able to continue
helping move Roosevelt County forward in
a responsible way. I appreciate hearing
from citizens and know the process to
work with them to address their issues. My
fellow commissioners voted me chair of
the commission this year and that has
brought on additional insights to the posi-
tion.

WWhhaatt  ddoo  yyoouu  bbeelliieevvee  sshhoouulldd  bbee  tthhee
rroollee  ooff  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt,,  aanndd  ddoo  yyoouu  bbeelliieevvee
aannyytthhiinngg  cchhaannggeess  dduurriinngg  aa  ppaannddeemmiicc??

County government's only role should
be maintaining fiscal responsibility to allow

for the essential services our citizens need
such as safety and infrastructure improve-
ments. We have many state-mandated
expenses that must be taken in to consid-
eration,  which makes our job difficult from
time to time. Should a pandemic arise I
believe the county government's role
should include discussion and creation of
a plan with state officials to move our local
area forward.

CCoommmmiissssiioonneerrss  aarree  mmoosstt  vviissiibbllee  dduurr--
iinngg  ttwwiiccee--mmoonntthhllyy  ppuubblliicc  mmeeeettiinnggss,,  bbuutt
mmoosstt  ooff  tthhee  lleeggwwoorrkk  hhaappppeennss  oouuttssiiddee  ooff
tthhoossee  mmeeeettiinnggss..  WWhhaatt  kkiinndd  ooff  ttiimmee  ccoomm--
mmiittmmeennttss  ccaann  yyoouu  mmaakkee  ttoo  tthhee  ppoossiittiioonn
oouuttssiiddee  ooff  mmeeeettiinnggss,,  aanndd  wwhhaatt  ddoo  yyoouu
ppllaann  ttoo  ddoo  dduurriinngg  tthhoossee  hhoouurrss??

Through my seven years of public serv-
ice I have not had any issues committing
the time and have been able to give it my
all. I balance life, work, and commission
very well. This includes trips to Santa Fe
during legislative sessions to bring back
capital outlay money, as well as additional
meetings that come up such as community
development block grant, budget and fleet
workshops, commission meetings, and
others. In addition, I'm always available to
the citizens I represent be it to drive a road
that might be deteriorating or discuss
county business.

AAss  ddiiffffiiccuulltt  aass  iitt  iiss  ttoo  iimmaaggiinnee  JJaann..  11
rriigghhtt  nnooww,,  wwhhaatt  ddoo  yyoouu  eennvviissiioonn  ttoo  bbee
tthhee  bbiiggggeesstt  cchhaalllleennggee  ooff  tthhee  ooffffiiccee
yyoouu’’rree  sseeeekkiinngg??  HHooww  ddoo  yyoouu  ppllaann  ttoo
aaddddrreessss  iitt??

The biggest challenge without a doubt
will be budget. I will use my business
background and knowledge of government
to responsibly move forward to have a bal-
anced budget without giving up essential
services that our citizens need.

RReeggaarrddlleessss  ooff  tthhee  pprriimmaarryy  oouuttccoommee,,

yyoouu  wwiillll  bbee  iinn  yyoouurr  ccuurrrreenntt  ppoossiittiioonn  ffoorr
tthhee  nneexxtt  ssiixx  mmoonntthhss..  SShhoouulldd  yyoouu  wwiinn,,
wwhhaatt  ddoo  yyoouu  ppllaann  ttoo  ddoo  oovveerr  tthhee  nneexxtt
ssiixx  mmoonntthhss  ttoo  eennssuurree  yyoouurr  nneexxtt  tteerrmm  iiss
ssuucccceessssffuull??  SShhoouulldd  yyoouu  bbee  ddeeffeeaatteedd  iinn
tthhee  pprriimmaarryy,,  wwhhaatt  wwoouulldd  yyoouu  ddoo  iinn
tthhoossee  ssiixx  mmoonntthhss  ttoo  eennssuurree  ttaaxxppaayyeerrss
aarree  bbeesstt  sseerrvveedd??

Due to the current circumstances, win
or lose, our next six months will be about
creating and monitoring the budget. We
expect to have a tremendous downward
trend in revenues for the next 18 to 24
months. I will continue to work hard to
make sure our county government stays
solvent. 

RRooddnneeyy  SSaavvaaggee
OOccccuuppaattiioonn:: Retired agriculture educa-

tor and FFA advisor. I
taught 26 years of
grades 7-12 at
Portales High School
and 12 years at Elida
High School. I am cur-
rently a self-employed
rental property owner.

PPrriioorr  oorr  ccuurrrreenntt
eelleecctteedd  ooffffiicceess  hheelldd::
After retirement I was
elected to the Portales
Municipal School board where I have
served for 18 years and continue to serve.
During this time I have held various offices
including serving two terms as president. I
also served eight years on the New
Mexico FFA Board of Governors.

WWhhaatt  eexxppeerriieennccee  ddoo  yyoouu  hhaavvee  tthhaatt
wwiillll  pprreeppaarree  yyoouu  ffoorr  tthhee  uuppccoommiinngg  ffoouurr
yyeeaarrss??

As a Portales school board member for
18 years and serving on the budget and
audit committees I have gained valuable
experience in budget and audit approval
while contributing to a team effort. I have

received over 100 hours training at the
New Mexico School Board Association
conferences relating to issues such as
superintendent search, budget and
finance, strategic planning, and legislative
advocacy. I have had the opportunity to
interact with legislators annually at state
and Region Six board meetings advocat-
ing and lobbying legislators for local con-
trol.

WWhhaatt  ddoo  yyoouu  bbeelliieevvee  sshhoouulldd  bbee  tthhee
rroollee  ooff  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt,,  aanndd  ddoo  yyoouu  bbeelliieevvee
aannyytthhiinngg  cchhaannggeess  dduurriinngg  aa  ppaannddeemmiicc??

I believe the role of government should
be that of a facilitator or catalyst to make
things easier and more efficient for those
whom we are elected to serve. To me gov-
ernment boils down to serving the people
and protecting our constitutional rights.
And no, that role does not change during a
pandemic. Leadership is not about me, it
is about them. 

CCoommmmiissssiioonneerrss  aarree  mmoosstt  vviissiibbllee  dduurr--
iinngg  ttwwiiccee--mmoonntthhllyy  mmeeeettiinnggss,,  bbuutt  mmoosstt
ooff  tthhee  lleegg  wwoorrkk  hhaappppeennss  oouuttssiiddee  tthhoossee
mmeeeettiinnggss..  WWhhaatt  kkiinndd  ooff  ttiimmee  ccoommmmiitt--
mmeennttss  ccaann  yyoouu  mmaakkee  ttoo  tthhee  ppoossiittiioonn
oouuttssiiddee  ooff  mmeeeettiinnggss  aanndd  wwhhaatt  ddoo  yyoouu
ppllaann  ttoo  ddoo  dduurriinngg  tthheessee  hhoouurrss??

Being retired from teaching and self-
employed offers the advantage of being
highly approachable and available to work
at all times. I plan to travel throughout my
district to meet people, listen to their
issues and gain first-hand knowledge of
road conditions and infrastructure. 

AAss  ddiiffffiiccuulltt  aass  iitt  iiss  ttoo  iimmaaggiinnee  JJaann..  11
rriigghhtt  nnooww,,  wwhhaatt  ddoo  yyoouu  eennvviissiioonn  tthhee
bbiiggggeesstt  cchhaalllleennggee  ooff  tthhee  ooffffiiccee  yyoouu  aarree
sseeeekkiinngg??  HHooww  ddoo  yyoouu  ppllaann  ttoo  aaddddrreessss
iitt??

We must get our economy back as
soon as possible. I believe whether it be

as individual citizens or an
organized/elected body such as the county
commission, we must avail every opportu-
nity to push back against unconstitutional
mandates that are stifling our community.
And yes, we must all act in a safe manner
and use common sense. 

With oil and gas revenues plummeting
and decreased taxable income from the
agriculture and business sectors it will be
a challenge to prepare a balanced budget
without cutting personnel and putting even
more people out of work.

FFoorr  tthhiiss  ppoossiittiioonn,,  tthhee  RReeppuubblliiccaann  pprrii--
mmaarryy  iiss  tthhee  oonnllyy  ccoonntteesstteedd  oonnee  aanndd
tthheerree  aarree  nnoo  nnoommiinneeeess  ssiiggnneedd  uupp  ffoorr
tthhee  DDeemmooccrraattiicc  oorr  LLiibbeerrttaarriiaann  pprriimmaarryy
rraacceess..  SShhoouulldd  yyoouu  wwiinn  tthhee  pprriimmaarryy,,
wwhhaatt  wwiillll  yyoouu  ddoo  oovveerr  tthhee  ssiixx  mmoonntthhss  ttoo
eennssuurree  aa  ssmmooootthh  ttrraannssiittiioonn??

I plan to read the meeting agendas
and minutes posted on the Roosevelt
County Commission website and attend
all commission meetings as well. I also
plan to begin calling on residents in my
district to learn of their issues and con-
cerns ... this will remain my highest pri-
ority. I also believe it is important to
familiarize myself with neighboring coun-
ties and their issues and perhaps how
they have solved them. I will attend any
training sessions provided by the New
Mexico Association of Counties. I will
continue to serve my county by attend-
ing Fair Board meetings and serve as
goat show superintendent. I also see an
opportunity to improve the working rela-
tionship between the Commission and
other entities such as local law enforce-
ment, Soil and Water Conservation
Districts, Cattle Growers, Farm Bureau,
RCEC, the Fair Board, the City Council,
and Chamber of Commerce.

——  CCoommppiilleedd  bbyy  EEddiittoorr  KKeevviinn  WWiillssoonn

Candidate Q&A: Roosevelt County probate judge

Candidate Q&A: Roosevelt County Commission District 2

Bargas

Stone

Terry

Hunton

Savage
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Zack Hill

Diamond Lil

Agnes

Speed Bump Free Range

FROM A

ROBIN’S
VIEWLAND AND SKY

Robin Nations is a freelance photographer in Portales. 
Her work is featured each Wednesday.

““LLandscape photography is the supreme test of the photographer — and often the supreme 
disappointment.”

——  AAnnsseell  AAddaammss,,  pphhoottooggrraapphheerr

Let’s hope for fair-ly good rain storm
Rich, poor, tall, short,

masked, unmasked —
most of us have one

thing in common: We love a
good county fair.

Let’s hope it happens this
year.

Curry County commissioners
in the next few weeks will have
to decide if the COVID-19 pan-
demic will prevent us from cele-
brating one of our favorite
annual community festivals.
Deadlines for vendor contracts
are coming up and — if signed
— County Manager Lance Pyle
said taxpayers could lose more
than $100,000 if the virus pre-
vents us from enjoying the live-
stock shows, tejano music and
carnival rides as planned the
week of Aug. 10.

The only fair concern in
recent memory has been the
weather. It almost always rains
during the county fair. Usually
it rains hard. Hails too. And the
wind blows. We don’t care. We
have corn dogs to consume.

County officials tell us this
would be  the 100th Curry
County Fair, based on the for-
mation of a fair board of direc-
tors in 1920.

Such a milestone deserves a
look back at its history.

The county fair dates to the
birth of Curry County in 1909
— and even before that. In fact,
a 1914 article in The Clovis
Journal reported the “seventh
annual Curry County Fair” had
taken place that year — remark-
able since the county was only 5
years old.

And it was a mainstay for
two-plus decades.

But on Oct. 4, 1930, the
Clovis Evening News-Journal
reported that the 1930 county
fair had seen fewer exhibits than
normal. 

A few months later, the news-
paper reported the Curry County
Farm Bureau had authorized a
“substantial” loan to the Curry
County Fair Association because
of the fair’s financial woes.

Apparently the loan did not
help. There was no Curry
County Fair in 1931.

In July 1932, the Clovis Lions
Club gathered to discuss spon-
soring a rebirth of the fair.

“Question of promoting a
county fair this fall was brought
up by R.V. Miller,” the club
reporter wrote. But the topic
was tabled “after a short discus-
sion that indicated unfavorable
action.”

If Curry County had a fair the
next few years, it received no
coverage in the local paper.
What did receive plenty of cov-
erage in the Clovis paper was

the annual Roosevelt County
Fair, which even hosted a well-
attended Clovis Day.

In November 1939, the Clovis
paper reported on another
attempt to revive the county
fair. A “Bi-State Fair” commit-
tee met, but ended with
“gloomy” prospects, according
to the newspaper’s headline.

“We’re tired of begging and
high pressuring to get operating
funds,” an anonymous commit-
tee member told the newspaper.
“... Clovis doesn’t care enough
about the matters to keep it
going.”

And so there was no Curry
County Fair in 1939 or anytime
during the 1940s.

Finally, in the late 1940s, tax-
payers approved funds to create
the Curry County Fairgrounds
south of the railroad tracks
where it remains today.

In 1951, the Curry County
Fair returned, and we embraced
it.

Several thousand people

attended that four-day funfest
and the Clovis News-Journal
headline reported it closed on a
“Cheerful, Festive Note.”

“(O)bservers on all sides
pointed out the fair was an out-
standing success.” It even made
money, the paper reported.

The only problem with the
fair’s triumphant return was the
weather. High winds “turned the
fairgrounds into a miniature dust
bowl,” the newspaper noted.

What a surprise.
Despite that, plans were

launched immediately for “an
even bigger and better fair in
1952.”

Curry County has hosted a
fair every year since then.

Rich, poor, tall, short,
masked, unmasked — we could
all use another one about now.

David Stevens writes about
regional history for The Eastern
New Mexico News. Contact him
at:

dstevens@thenews.email

David
Stevens

◆

Publisher
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Freeze frame
WWhhaatt’’ss  hhaappppeenniinngg  iinn  yyoouurr  lliiffee??  TTeellll  uuss  tthhee  ssttoorryy  wwiitthh  aa  

pphhoottooggrraapphh..  WWee’’llll  ppuubblliisshh  ssoommee  ooff  oouurr  ffaavvoorriitteess  eeaacchh
WWeeddnneessddaayy..  

EEmmaaiill  ppiiccttuurreess  aanndd  ccaappttiioonn  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ttoo::  kkwwiillssoonn
@@tthheenneewwss..eemmaaiill

Courtesy photo

Jorge Gutierrez, left, is recognized by Clovis
Public Works Director Clint Bunch as the
city’s distinguished line employee supervisor
of the first quarter of 2020. The award was
given during a May 11 grab-and-go luncheon.

Courtesy photo

Greg DeMarco, left, is recognized as the
city of Clovis’ distinguished line employee
of the first quarter. DeMarco, an intermedi-
ate driver operator at the Clovis Fire
Department, is recognized by Lt. Chris
Elam of the CFD.
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575-356-8505

575-

575-575-7
575-

State Farm
Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomington. Illinois 61710
Bonner Ins Agency Inc
David Bonner, Agent
Bronze Tablet 310 S Main Street, Portales,NM 88130-6218

Bus 575-356-8503  Fax 575-356-4040
david.bonner.g211@statefarm.com

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.

NM Baptist Childrens Home
2200 S. Ave I

Portales NM. 88130
575-359-1254

publicrelation@nmbch.com

Belts - Bearings -Bolts
Oxygen - Acetylene

Welding Supplies
Trailer Parts - Steel

Driveline Components
Sprockets & Pulleys

Hydraulic Hose repairs & Fittings

575-356-5560
f 575-359-1251
P.O. Box 246 
N. Hwy. 70
Portales, NM 88130

DD

575-276-8268

LUTHERAN
FAITH IN CHRIST
1024 W. 14th Lane, 575-356-2510
WS 9am; SS 10:20am
Gary Piepkorn - Pastor

METHODIST
ELIDA UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Darryl Tennefos
SS. 9:30am; WS 11am

FIRST UNITED METHODIST
2nd & Ave. C
Rev. Buddy Moore
SS 10:45am
WS 9:30am; Youth 5pm

FLOYD UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Liz Smith
Floyd, NM
SS 10am; WS 9am

NAZARENE
CHURCH OF NAZARENE
823 W. University, 575-356-6255
Darryl Tennetos, Min.
SS 9:45am; WS 10:50am & 6pm
Wed. 7pm

PENTECOSTAL
FIRST UNITED PETECOSTAL
1500 N. Abiline Place
Lighthouse Epicostal
Pastor Moore
Sunday 10am & 6pm
Tues. 7:30pm

UNITED PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
Calvary Church Outreach
813 East First Street
Lawrence Thompson
Sunday 10am & 6pm
Wed. 6pm
575-769-0329

PRESBYTERIAN
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
W. 1st & Ave. F, 575-356-5533
Dr. Phillip Million
SS 10am; WS 11am

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH
112 N. Ave. F
Pastor: Nehemias Basit
Phone: 575-219-1758
SS 9:30am; WS 11am

OTHER
CANNON AIR FORCE BASE
Islamic Service 1pm
Jewish Service 10:30am

FAITH TRIUMPHANT
615 W. 4th St., 575-359-1559
Pastors James & Sharon Terry
Sunday Services 10:00am
Wednesday - Family Night 7pm

ASSEMBLY OF GOD TRINITY
601 S. Ave. B, 575-356-5778
Pastor Kelly Fulfer
SS 9:30am; WS 10:30am & 6pm
Wed. 7pm, Youth Service 7pm

BAPTIST
ARCH BAPTIST
Brian Tabor, Min. 575-276-8295
SS 10am; WS 11am

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1101 W. 18th St., 575-356-4273
Brad Morgan, Pastor
SS 9:30am; WS 10:50am & 6pm
Wed. 6:30pm

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH -
PORTALES
100 S. Ave. C, 575-356-3883
Dr. David McFadden, Min.
9:30am Connection Groups 
10:45am Celebration Worship

FIRST SPANISH BAPTIST
1301 N. Main, 575-356-4782 
or 575-359-0106
SS 9:45am; WS 11am & 6pm
Wed. 7pm

FLOYD BAPTIST
Rick Wilcher, Min. (575) 760-4635
SS 9:45am; WS 10:45am

GRACE FELLOWSHIP
BAPTIST CHURCH
2000 S. Main Avenue
Ron Fox, Pastor
Sunday Bible Fellowships 10am
Morning Worship 11am
Evening Worship 6pm
Wednesday Bible Study 7pm

IGLESIA BAUTISTA BETHEL
200 N. Indio, 575-276-8459
Jesus Espinoza, Min.
SS 9:45am; WS 11am & 6pm
Wed. 7:30pm

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH
A Family Worship Center
Pastor Claude Vigil
901 E. 2nd St., 575-226-0505
SS 9:30 am; WS 10:30am & 5pm
Wed. 7pm

UNIVERSITY BAPTIST
1012 W. 15th, 575-356-4501
Steven D. Smith, Min.
SS 9:45am; WS 11am & 5pm
Disc. Training 6pm; Wed, 7pm

CATHOLIC
ST. HELEN CATHOLIC
1600 S. Ave. D, 575-356-4241
Sat. Mass 5:30 p.m. (English)
Sun. Mass 9 a.m. (English)
11 a.m. (Spanish)
5:30 p.m. (English)

CHRISTIAN
CENTRAL CHRISTIAN
1528 S. Main St., 575-356-6001
Don Thomas, Sr. Pastor
WS 8:15am
Bible Class 9:30am
Cont. W.S. 10:40am
Youth: 6pm & Wed. 6:30pm

CENTRAL CHRISTIAN -
CHRISTIAN CAMPUS HOUSE
223 S. Ave. K
College: “The Spectrum”
Tues. 8pm

CHURCH OF CHRIST
BRAZOS STREET CHURCH OF CHRIST
814 E. Brazos, 575-356-3170
10:30am & 2pm

CAUSEY CHURCH OF CHRIST
SS 10am; WS 11am & 7pm

DORA CHURCH OF CHRIST
575-477-2226
SS 9:30 am; WS 10:20am & 6pm
Wed. 7pm

FLOYD CHURCH OF CHRIST
SS 10am; WS 11am & 7:30pm
Wed. 7:30pm

NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
521 N. Ave. A, 575-760-2085
WS 10:30am & 3pm

PORTALES VALLEY
CHURCH OF CHRIST
SS 9:45am; WS 10:40am & 6pm
Wed. 7:30pm

SOUTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
221 W. 18th, 575-359-0559
Praise Worship 10am; Bible Class 5pm
Wed. 7pm

THIRD & KILGORE CHURCH OF CHRIST
Corner of 3rd and Kilgore Streets in Portales,
575-356-6150 • SS 9am; WS 10am & 6pm;
Wed. 7pm

SPANISH CHURCH OF CHRIST
SS 9:45am; WS 10:45am
Wed. 7:30pm

3RD Y KILGORE IGLESIA DE CHRISTO
Domingos: 6pm
Miercoles: 7pm

CHURCH OF GOD
PORTALES CHURCH OF GOD
1425 E. Amazon, 575-356-8484
Michael Gilchrist, Pastor
SS 10am; WS 11am & 6pm
Wed 6:30pm

THE CHURCH OF GOD OF PROPHECY
816 E. Canadian
SS 10am; WS 11am
Thurs. 6:30pm

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
1930 S. Ave. G,  1-806-283-5181
Larry Hancock, Bishop
Sacrament 9am; SS 10:20am
Auxilary 11:10am

EPISCOPAL
TRINITY EPISCOPAL
116 W. 3rd St., 575-356-6860
Larry Mote, Vicar
WS 10am

CAUSEY BAPTIST
Sam Kelly, Min.
SS 10am; WS 11am

DORA BAPTIST
SS 9:30am - 10:30am
WS 10:45am & 6pm; DT 5pm

EMMANUEL BAPTIST
Globe & Elbe Streets, 575-356-8275
SS 9:30am; WS 10:45am & 6pm
Wed. 6:30pm

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - ELIDA
Josh Faucett, Min., 806-240-2445
SS 10am; WS 11am & 6pm

KENNA COMMUNITY
Roswell Highway
SS 10am; WS 11am

LIVING FAITH CHURCH
2012 S. Ave. D, Portales
575-749-0835
Pastor Louis Accardi
Sunday 10:30am & 6pm
Wednesday 10am Prayer

VICTORY LIFE
801 W. 18th St., 575-356-4901
Peter Jaramillo, Min.
SS 10am & 7pm
Wed. 7pm

VINEYARD CHURCH
611 N. Ave Q, 575-356-3040
Pastor Mike Tucker
Sunday 10am
Wednesday 7pm

MILNESAND BAPTIST CHURCH
4606 NM 206
Phone: Cellular - 575-714-1205
SS 10am; WS 11am

www.buenavista-nm.com

www.candsoil.com

Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and he shall
sustain thee: he shall never suffer the righteous to
be moved.
                                           Psalm 55:22

And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness
of the firmament; and they that turn many to
righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.
                                            Daniel 12:3

So teach us to number our days, that we 
may apply our hearts unto wisdom.
         Psalm 90:12

In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening
withold not thine hand: for thou knowest not
whether shall prosper, either this or that, or
whether they both shall be alike good.
   Ecclesiastes 11:6

‘Judge not’ makes
most sense of any rule
Just for the record, it

might be worth men-
tioning that “shelter-

ing in place” is what we’re
not doing.

Forgive me, please. I am
far too much in love with
freedom to turn anyone
over to the COVID-19
police. I won’t be scowling
at you if I meet you push-
ing your basket the wrong
way down the jelly aisle at
the supermarket. Besides
that, it’ll probably be me
swimming upstream; I
seem to be clueless when it
comes to noticing arrows
on floors.

Nor will I cast a masked
smirk at you if I see you
mask-less behind your cart,
becalmed in the aisle, not
moving in any direction as
you “ponder in place,”
wondering whether store
brand green beans are as
good as Libby’s (pretty
much, yes) or generic
peanut butter is as tasty as
Peter Pan’s (not even
close.) 

In Texas, where I live,
you can still make your
own decision about that.
Not peanut butter. Masks.

So far, I’ve consistently
chosen to take a mask with
me every time I’ve gone to
the grocery store. And I’ve
consistently chosen to keep
it in my pocket. Mostly
because we’ve had just
handful of COVID-19
cases in our county and
half a handful have already
recovered. 

I know this could change
quickly, and that’s proba-
bly a good reason to wear
a mask at the store. Would
I wear a mask in a store in
New York City? Yes,
indeed. Would I wear a
mask at a store in a much
smaller, less virus-besieged
city if everybody else in
the store wore a mask?
Probably so. 

We may not have

achieved “herd immunity,”
but I’m still part of a herd.

In this strange time,
what is a customer saying
if he or she walks into a
store or church or “essen-
tial business” liquor store
masked or mask-less (and
is not robbing the latter)? I
mean, what’s he saying in
a city where no laws are in
place about masks or, for
that matter, whether you
can buy a 32-ounce soda?

I don’t know. And nei-
ther do you. I think we’d
be wise to “judge not, lest
ye be judged.” We don’t
know if the masked person
is sick, medically compro-
mised, careful, neurotic,
wise, scared, smart, smug,
self-righteous, considerate,
“virtue-signaling,” a won-
derful and thoughtful
human being, a jerk, or a
lot older than the
unmasked potion of their
face looks. 

And we all know wise
medical folks who tell us,
“Here’s the evidence thus
far, and here’s what I’d
recommend.” 

Resounding yes?
Resounding no? No, not
terribly resounding. So
mask-wearers and non-
mask wearers are usually
best advised, I think, to
wear some humility. It
looks good on us and pro-
tects us from an affliction
worse than COVID-19
anytime, even as we’re not
sheltering in place.

I’m not the English
usage police, either. I think
I can live with occasional-
ly turning “shelter” into a
verb. But “sheltering in
place,” as I understand it,

actually means to stay in
the closet until the bullets
quit flying, or not sticking
your nose out of the storm
shelter until the tornado
has flown away and the
“all clear” is given. 

It must be terribly diffi-
cult, but you’re not  tech-
nically “sheltering in
place” even if you’re going
stir-crazy staring at your
over-priced and claustro-
phobia-inducing apartment
walls in New York City,
but still putting on a mask
and emerging occasionally
for some useful purpose
like buying food or just to
take a walk to avoid full-
blown psychosis.

To borrow a musical
metaphor, “sheltering in
place” is fortissimo and
only a few measures long.
“Stay at home” is forte and
can seem like forever. And
“safer at home,” a nuisance
and not a storm shelter, is
semi-forte and certainly
not normalissimo (don’t
look either of those up).

Misuse the term if you
want to, but if you start out
at -issimo don’t blame me
if you want to get a lot
louder and have already
limited your linguistic
options. I promise not to
call storm troopers from
the EUP (English Usage
Police).

I’m about to mask up.
Always do when I mow
the yard. But, as I write,
our county’s COVID-19
cases are passing two
handfuls. A mask at the
store, even if you don’t
intend to rob the place, is
making more sense.

But “judge not” makes
the best sense of all.

Curtis Shelburne writes
about faith for The Eastern
New Mexico News.
Contact him at

ckshel@aol.com

Curtis
Shelburne

◆

Religion 
columnist
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Curry approves preliminary budget
By Kevin Wilson

EDITOR
kwilson@thenews.email

CLOVIS — There’s still plenty
of data Curry County has no idea
about for the 2020-21 fiscal year.
But there’s no question the county
will have less money to work with
as a result of the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Commissioners approved on
Tuesday a preliminary budget of
$32.618 million — a decrease of
$8.6 million from the current fiscal
year.

County Manager Lance Pyle
noted that gross receipts taxes from
March were off by 13.5% from
March 2019. Since many business
restrictions began in mid-March,
Pyle estimates the next few months
will be off between 27% and 30%.

Gross receipts taxes make up
39.3% of the county budget, with
52.4% coming from property tax
and the rest coming from various
fees and earned interest.

Going forward, Pyle said, the
county will be on a hiring freeze
and will not increase salaries.

Every county department took
some variety of cuts in the new
budget, but Pyle said he believed
the cuts were balanced.

The preliminary budget is due to
the state at the end of May, and
work on the final budget will
stretch into July.

“You will see quite a few
changes from what’s just been pre-
sented to you,” Pyle said.

In other business during the
Tuesday meeting:

■ Commissioners removed
restrictions from a 1/8 percent

gross receipts tax increment that
was first established in 1991 as an
environmental tax.

The county has more than $1
million in the account, and Pyle
noted it would go to general fund
expenses.

Commissioner Seth Martin, who
would like to rescind the tax, asked
when that would be possible. Pyle
said commissioners could act
before either Oct. 1 to end the tax
on Jan. 1 or March 31 next year to
end the tax on July 1.

■ The commission agreed to pay
the remaining $406,212 on the
county’s loan to purchase property
on Gidding Street that now houses
its administrative complex.

By paying the loan balance 10
years early, Finance Director Carol
Pipes said, the county saves
$109,000 in interest.

■ A $5,000 capital expense was
approved for sound system repairs
at the county fairgrounds.

■ Commissioners approved a
$6,800 Census outreach effort for
Christian Believers. Nikki Lovett, a
community services administrator
for the county, said the county had
a previous agreement with
Christian Believers but never spent
the money because public health
orders forced the cancellation of
planned activities.

Lovett said at last look, the self-
response rate for the county was
around 47%.

■ The county approved an ordi-
nance to handle smoking at county
facilities to align with state guide-
lines.

Sheriff Wesley Waller asked the
county provide outdoor smoking
areas at the fairgrounds, and noted

that past enforcement is usually
resolved before citations are neces-
sary.

■ Martin reported he attended
Texico High’s graduation ceremo-
ny Sunday evening in the rear park-
ing lot of Faith Christian Family
Church. While he would have pre-
ferred a traditional graduation, he
thanked the governor’s office for
allowing the outdoor event to hap-
pen.

“Little steps help a lot,” Martin
said. “It was good overall, and I
believe everything turned out safe.
The kids and the staff at Texico got
closure in a good way, and I’d like
to thank Santa Fe for allowing that
to happen.”

■ The next meeting is scheduled
for 9 a.m. June 2, tentatively at the
Curry County Administrative
Complex.

Commissioners get COVID-19 insight
By Kevin Wilson

EDITOR
kwilson@thenews.email

CLOVIS — Curry County commissioners
got no guarantees on what state public health
orders would be a few days from now, let
alone the next few weeks during the COVID-
19 pandemic.

But commissioners did get some insight
from Brian Moore, co-chair of Gov. Michelle
Lujan Grisham’s Economic Advisory
Council, during their Tuesday morning meet-
ing.

Moore, a grocery store owner in Clayton,
told commissioners he feels like he and co-
chair Christina Campos represent the smaller
populations of the state’s eastern side while
most of the council comes form larger cities.
Campos is a hospital administrator in Santa
Rosa.

The state, Moore said, is seeking a trans-
mission rate — meaning the average amount
one person infects — of 1.15 statewide. The
state is running around 1.22, and the east side
of the state running at 1.06 has helped justify
some of the early health order relaxation.
He’s hoping restaurants can offer dine-in
service around June 1, but notes it’s not his
call.

“She’s really data driven,” Moore said of

Lujan Grisham. “Of course, she came from a
public health background. When I first met
her (as a legislator), she was secretary of
health.”

Moore said in general, the state looks at
data on Tuesday and announces decisions on
Wednesdays because, “we can’t wait until
Friday and call all of the restaurants; it does-
n’t work that way.”

The biggest three concerns the governor’s
office generally has are:

■ Daily tests. The goal is 5,000 per day,
and last week the state was at around 4,900
daily.

■ Contact tracing, which is difficult with
privacy issues. “They just try to get some-
body in a room and ask them everybody
they’ve been with,” Moore said. “That’s not
efficient or sustainable.”

■ Intensive care unit bed capacity. Most
counties are fine in this regard, though
Bernalillo has had to take on overflows from
McKinley County.

Moore is hopeful to have directives soon
on events with large groups, like the
Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta and county
fairs. Commission Chairman Ben McDaniel
said he’d appreciate that guidance as soon as
possible, as Curry has more fair contracts
than normal due to a 100th-year celebration.



PAGE 12 ✦ WEDNESDAY, MAY 20, 2020 THE EASTERN NEW MEXICO NEWSLOCAL

Clovis to look at refinancing bonds
BY THE STAFF OF THE NEWS

CLOVIS — City commissioners
will look at more than $500,000 in
savings to refinance two bonds
over the next 22 years, and an
opportunity exists to frontload the
savings.

Their 5:15 p.m. meeting at the
North Annex of the Clovis-Carver
Library will be virtual due to public
health orders regarding mass gath-
erings during the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

The meeting will be broadcast on
Suddenlink Channel 10, cityofclo-
vis.org and the city Facebook page.
Questions can be called in to 575-
763-9200.

A resolution put before the com-
mission calls for a $9 million loan
agreement with the New Mexico
Finance Authority toward a 2010

loan for wastewater treatment plant
improvements and a 2011 loan that
funded the purchase of Colonial
Park Golf Course and various other
parks and recreation projects.

“With interest rates being low,”
Clovis City Manager Justin Howalt
said, “we’re looking at the ability
to restructure or refinance those
2010 and 2011 series loans.”

The city would have two possi-
ble options on each loan:

■ A simple refinancing at a
lower rate, which would save
roughly $323,000 on the 2010 loan
and $221,000 on the 2011 loan.
The loans expire in 2030 and 2031,
respectively.

■ Adding a year of debt service
payment to each loan, which would
still result in a lower interest rate
but frontload much of the $570,000
in savings to the first two years.

The extended loans would expire in
2031 and 2032.

The process, Howalt explained,
is similar to when a finance compa-
ny offers to waive a December car
or home payment and extend the
loan period by a month. The cus-
tomer gets holiday spending
money, while the lender gets to
compound more interest on the
briefly frozen principal. In this
case, the holiday equals the upcom-
ing years with finances expected to
be tight due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

The commission will also con-
sider a resolution to provide hote-
liers relief by reducing sewer fees
— allowed in state statute for struc-
tures that are vacant. The hotels
have been forced to operate at
lower occupancies, first 50% and
followed by 25%, by state public

health orders. The measure is
expected to cost the city about
$4,500 monthly.

Other items on the Thursday
agenda include:

■ Disbursement of lodgers’ tax
funds as determined in the advisory
board’s May 12 meeting.

A total of $81,265 is recom-
mended, including $25,000 for the
Curry County Fair, $13,300 for the
Christmas Lights Parade, $28,000
for advertisements in state tourism
magazines, $8,000 for the holiday
bazaar and $6,965 for the Double
Dash barrel race.

■ A $59,213.13 agreement with
Consensus Planning to create a
metropolitan redevelopment area
plan. The city has been awarded
$50,000 from the state toward the
work.

■ A request to allow alcohol

sales in Hillcrest Park for the 575
Food Fest and Under Over Festival,
which are both scheduled for 11
a.m.-5 p.m. Oct. 17.

■ A request to award Region V
Drug Task Force coordinator duties
to Roger Grah. He was the only
applicant for the contract, which
will be for one year with three addi-
tional renewal options. The con-
tract amount is still to be negotiat-
ed.

■ A bulk diesel contract with
Farwell Fuels for $1.0728 per gal-
lon. The city uses approximately
7,500 gallons monthly.

■ A letter of support in Curry
County’s application for
Community Development Block
Grant funding for Curry Road 11
work.

Booked
The following were

booked into local jails
(Friday - Tuesday):

Clovis
■ Sally Flath, 43, out of

state fugitive
■ Daniel Guerrero, 40,

driving while license sus-
pended or revoked

■ Deon Cleare, 29, out of
state fugitive

■ Priscilla Nunez, 22, fail-
ure to pay fines

■ Albino Baca, 54, failure
to appear on misdemeanor
charge

■ Anthony Stubbs, 30,
failure to appear at time and
place stated in citation, fail-
ure to pay fines

■ Amos Wood, 47, assault

■ Clayton Chavez, 26,
probation violation

■ Keon Jackson, 25, pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance, operating vehicle
without required headlamps

■ Frank Lasky, 34, larce-
ny, criminal damage to prop-
erty

■ Amanda Campbell, 40,
failure to appear on a felony
charge

■ Dlestra Martin, 24, pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance, possession of drug
paraphernalia

■ Rene Chavarria, 23,
failure to pay fines

■ Candice Kirven, 29,
failure to appear on a felony
charge, concealing identity

■ Angel Garcia, 20, fail-
ure to pay fines

■ Selestino Owen, 38,
resisting, evading or

obstructing an officer, proba-
tion violation

■ Allen Bartell, 32, failure
to pay fines, probation viola-
tion

■ Desirea Hargrove, 26,
probation violation

■ Jacob Deleon, 19, fail-
ure to appear on misde-
meanor charge

■ James Medina, 33,
criminal damage to proper-
ty, careless driving, no
insurance, driving while
under the influence of
intoxicating liquor or any
drug

■ Bryan Ramirez, 21,
violation of restraining
order prohibiting domestic
violence, resisting, evading
or obstructing an officer

■ Anthony Cordova, 28,
failure to appear on a felony
charge

Portales
■ Kentiff McCoy, 23,

bench warrant
■ Danny Kendrick, Jr., 45,

resisting, evading or
obstructing an officer, disor-
derly conduct

■ Cheryl Tarango, 43,
criminal trespass

■ Juwan Gallo, 26, injur-
ing/tampering with a motor
vehicle, criminal damage to
property, battery

■ Fred Lucero, 58, bench
warrant

■ Jeremy Roy, 41, bench
warrant

■ Danny Kendrick, Jr., 45,
criminal trespass

Released
The following were

released from local jails
(Friday - Tuesday):

Clovis*
■ Jared Torrez, 30
■ Jacob Ratigan, 23
■ Pedro Ybarra, 27
■ Dante Dowdy, 22
■ Dylan Nixon, 27
■ Ashley Bishop-Rickerd,

24
■ Justice Dunn, 25
■ Joan Ramirez, 20
■ Ruben Madrid, 21
■ Albino Baca, 54
■ Anthony Stubbs, 30
■ Rene Chavarria, 23
■ Daniel Gardea, 47
■ Andres Jurado, 30
■ Jacob Ratigan, 23
■ Vincent Chavez, 42
■ Francisco Hernandez-

Murillo, 28
■ Evelyn Martinez, 30
■ Daniel Guerrero, 40
■ Frank Lasky, 34
■ Dlestra Martin, 24

■ Angel Garcia, 20
■ Jacob Deleon, 19

Portales
■ Alonso Sigala, 64, bond
■ Adrian Allen, 31, bond
■ Juan Solorzano, 22,

time served
■ Kentiff McCoy, 23,

bond
■ Cheryl Tarango, 43,

bond
■ Danny Kendrick, Jr., 45,

bond

* The Curry County
Detention Center in Clovis
does not disclose the rea-
sons for release in its daily
briefings.

— Compiled by the Staff 
of The News

Jail  log
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MISCELLANEOUS

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k
OR MORE ON YOUR
TAXES? Stop wage &
bank levies, liens &
audits, unfiled tax
returns, payroll issues, &
resolve tax debt FAST.
Call 505-922-2275

HAVE YOU OR your
child suffered serious
LUNG ISSUES from
JUULing or Vaping?  Let
our attorneys fight for
you! Get the justice you
deserve! Call 855-400-
3137

BATHROOM RENOVA-
TIONS. EASY, ONE
DAY updates!  We spe-
cialize in safe bathing.
Grab bars, no slip floor-
ing & seated showers.
Call for a free in-home 
consultation:  505-515-
0292

VIAGRA AND CIALIS
USERS! 50 Pills SPE-
CIAL $99.00 FREE
Shipping! 100% guaran-
teed. CALL NOW! 855-
920-0308

STRUGGLING WITH
YOUR Private Student
Loan Payment? New
relief programs can
reduce your payments.
Learn your options.
Good credit not neces-
sary. Call the Helpline
505-922-2287 (Mon-Fri
9am-5pm Eastern)

COMPUTER & IT
TRAINING PROGRAM!
Train at home to become
a Computer & Help Desk
Professional now!  Call
CTI for details!  877-460-
0361 (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

OVER $10K IN Debt?
Be debt free in 24 to 48
months. No upfront fees
to enroll. A+ BBB rated. 
Call National Debt Relief
505-930-7596

STAY IN YOUR home
longer with an American
Standard Walk-In
Bathtub. Receive up to
$1,500 off, including a
free toilet, and a lifetime
warranty on the tub and
installation! Call us at 1-
866-336-2135 or visit
www.walkintubquote.co
m/nm

AT&T INTERNET.
STARTING at $40/month
w/12-mo agmt. Includes
1 TB of data per month.
Get More For Your High-
Speed Internet Thing.
Ask us how to bundle
and SAVE! Geo & svc
restrictions apply. Call us
today 1-866-778-3293 or
visit
www.more4yourthing.co
m/NM

GET A $250 AT&T
VISA® REWARD CARD
WHEN YOU BUY A
SMARTPHONE ON
AT&T NEXT! Limited
Time Offer. More For
Your Thing. (*Req's well-
qualified credit. Limits
&restr's apply.) Call Now!
1-866-771-4662 or visit
www.250reward.com/NM

MISCELLANEOUS

TWO GREAT NEW
offers from AT&T
Wireless! Ask how to get
the Next Generation
Samsung Galaxy S10e
FREE. FREE iPhone
with AT&T?s Buy one,
Give One. While sup-
plies last! CALL 1-866-
771-4662 or www.freep-
honesnow.com//NM

DISH NETWORK $59.99
For 190 Channels! Add
High Speed Internet for
ONLY $14.95/month.
Best Technology. Best
Value. Smart HD DVR
Included. FREE
Installation. Some
restrictions apply. Call 1-
855-404-4306

EARTHLINK HIGH
SPEED Internet. As Low
As $14.95/month (for the
first 3 months.) Reliable
High-Speed Fiber Optic
Technology. Stream
Videos, Music and More!
Call Earthlink Today 1-
888-805-8653

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
TRUCK OR BOAT TO
HERITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day
Vacation, Tax Deductible,
Free Towing, All
Paperwork Taken Care
Of. CALL 1-877-613-
0103

GOT AN OLDER CAR,
VAN OR SUV? Do the
humane thing. Donate it
to the Humane Society.
Call 1-877-929-171

DIRECTV - SWITCH
AND Save!
$39.99/month. Select All-
Included Package. 155
Channels. 1000s of
Shows/Movies On
Demand. FREE Genie
HD DVR Upgrade.
Premium movie chan-
nels, FREE for 3 mos!
Call 1-888-758-5998

APPLYING FOR
SOCIAL Security
Disability or Appealing a
Denied Claim?  Call Bill
Gordon & Assoc., Social
Security Disability 
Attorneys, 1-855-380-
6225! FREE
Consultations. Local
Attorneys Nationwide
[Mail: 2420 N St NW,
Washington DC. Office:
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM
Bar.)]

VIASAT SATELLITE
INTERNET. Up to 12
Mbps Plans Starting at
$30/month. Our Fastest
Speeds (up to 50 Mbps)
& Unlimited Data Plans
Start at $100/month. Call
Viasat today! 1-855-260-
8627

ATTENTION: OXYGEN
USERS! Gain freedom
with a Portable Oxygen
Concentrator! No more
heavy tanks and refills!
Guaranteed Lowest
Prices! Call the Oxygen
Concentrator Store: 866-
464-6041.

DONATE YOUR CAR
TO CHARITY.  Receive
maximum value of write
off for your taxes.
Running or not!  All con-
ditions accepted.  Free
pickup.  Call for details.
888-768-0988

ANYTIME. ANYWHERE.
NO tanks to refill. No
deliveries. The All-New 

MISCELLANEOUS

Inogen One G4 is only
2.8 pounds! FAA
approved! FREE info kit:
866-673-6506

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k
OR MORE ON YOUR
TAXES? Stop wage &
bank levies, liens &
audits, unfiled tax
returns, payroll issues, &
resolve tax debt FAST.
Call 844-713-4303.

SAVE BIG ON HOME
INSURANCE! Compare
20 A-rated insurances
companies. Get a quote
within minutes. Average
savings of $444/year!
Call 844-359-1238!  (M-F
8am-8pm Central)

ARTHRITIS, COPD,
JOINT Pain or Mobility
Issues on the Stairs?
**STOP STRUGGLING**
Give Your Life A Lift! An
Acorn Stairlift is a perfect
solution! A BBB Rating.
Call now for $250 OFF
your purchase. FREE
DVD & brochure. 1-855-
971-0841

BOY SCOUT COMPEN-
SATION FUND - Anyone
that was inappropriately
touched by a Scout
leader deserves justice
and financial compensa-
tion!  Victims may be eli-
gible for a significant
cash settlement.  Time to
file is limited.  Call Now!
844-805-3419

PORTABLE OXYGEN
CONCENTRATOR May
Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility
with the compact design
and long-lasting battery
of Inogen One. Free
information kit! Call 833-
996-1402

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k
OR MORE ON YOUR
TAXES? Stop wage &
bank levies, liens &
audits, unfiled tax
returns, payroll issues, &
resolve tax debt FAST.
Call 505-922-2275

HAVE YOU OR your
child suffered serious
LUNG ISSUES from
JUULing or Vaping?  Let
our attorneys fight for
you! Get the justice you
deserve! Call 855-400-
3137

BATHROOM RENOVA-
TIONS. EASY, ONE
DAY updates!  We spe-
cialize in safe bathing.
Grab bars, no slip floor-
ing & seated showers.
Call for a free in-home
consultation:  505-515-
0292

VIAGRA AND CIALIS
USERS! 50 Pills SPE-
CIAL $99.00 FREE
Shipping! 100% guaran-
teed. CALL NOW! 855-
920-0308

SERVICES

DR. FIX IT! Small
engine & appliance
repair. Misc. odd  jobs.
Free estimate inside city
limits of Portales 575-
825-9735

HANDYMAN

HANDYMAN, I'M
LOOKING for yard work.
If anybody needs any-
thing done. I do just
about anything your or
your folks need.  Free
quotes. Call Jeremy 575-
366-6747 or 575-742-
5493

WEDNESDAY, MAY 20, 2020 ✦ PAGE 8 TV TIME PLUS

TERESA SAID, “Thank
you so much for run-
ning the ad for our
lost Jeep key. It was
returned today by the
person who had
found it after they
read it in the
Classifieds.” 
Awesome!

Advertising
Works!
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