
❏ Selected vehicle
equipped with collision
mitigation system.

By Jamie Cushman
STAFF WRITER

jcushman@thenews.email

PORTALES — The Portales Municipal
Schools Board of Education unanimously
approved the purchase of a new activity
bus at a price of $174,000 during
Tuesday’s meeting.

Superintendent Johnnie Cain previous-
ly told The News that one of the district’s
buses had a faulty engine and it made
more sense to purchase a new bus rather
than rebuild the engine.

Cain said the new bus would be avail-
able within a month, before the spring
sports schedule begins in earnest.

The board was weighing two offers
which were about $5,000 apart. The more
expensive bus had a collision mitigation
system and the other bus had seat belts.

Board Vice President Alan Garrett
noted that it would be difficult to ensure
the students were wearing the seatbelts,
leading the board to select the bus with
the collision mitigation system.

Also at Tuesday’s meeting (all votes 5-
0):

■ No action was taken following an
approximately 25-minute executive ses-
sion held to discuss the evaluation of the
superintendent.

■ The board tabled revisions to board
policy regarding interscholastic sports
and inappropriate social media content
until its next meeting, scheduled for Jan.
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Officials: Denver flights staying on back burner

By David Grieder
STAFF WRITER

dgrieder@thenews.email

CLOVIS — One thing at a time,
then: discussions of adding a Denver
route to flights from the Clovis
Municipal Airport are on the back-
burner for the time-being, officials
told The News this week. 

“We’re still looking at possibly

doing that,” said the airport’s manag-
er. “A lot of our efforts and focus
have been in getting the defense trav-
el system set up for Cannon Air
Force Base to be able to utilize
Boutique.”

Joshua Matekovic spoke of the
recent plane upgrade for Boutique
Airlines, which has since June 2014
served Clovis with Essential Air
Service (EAS). Boutique in August

debuted flights on larger aircraft,
with the twin-engine King Air boast-
ing a roomier and faster flight to the
Dallas destinations compared with
the single-engine Pilatus PC-12 in
use until then. 

“The defense travel system is basi-
cally the system that the military uses
to arrange flights for its service mem-
bers,” Matekovic explained. “What it
is, is military personnel are not
allowed to travel on single-engine
aircraft for duty-related training. That
was kind of the reason we got the
twin-engine airplane.”

Since adding flights to Denver
would entail removing some flights
to Dallas from its weekly schedule,
Matekovic said staff still wanted to
see how things shake out since they
“don’t want to shortchange travel-
ers.” 

A representative of Boutique’s cor-
porate office in San Francisco did not
return a message Monday from The
News, but one of their customer serv-
ice agents said Denver flights
seemed to still be a possibility even if
there weren’t an active plan in place. 

Clovis City Manager Justin

Howalt said Boutique might still be
able to arrange something on those
lines, but “not with funding from
(Federal Aviation Administration)
under the EAS program.”

“I would say that it’s probably not
likely,” he said of flights to Denver
sooner than 2020. “It was an initial
discussion, but the EAS contract
approved by the FAA did not include
the Denver route. It did include the
upgrade (from Pilatus), so they
decided to move forward in that
direction versus having the addition-
al (route).”

Courtesy photo

Andres Labastida will graduate from Eastern New Mexico University with a pair of bachelor’s degrees on Saturday.

Commencement to set record
By Jamie Cushman

STAFF WRITER
jcushman@thenews.email

PORTALES — Eastern New Mexico
University is set to graduate its largest class
for a fall semester on Saturday with 563
students earning degrees.

“It’s great, I was delighted,” said Jeff
Elwell, president of the Portales campus
and chancellor of ENMU’s three-college
system. “We made a priority helping stu-
dents complete their degrees so if I’m cor-
rect last fall we graduated 495 and this 563
is tremendous progress and it means the
efforts we’re making to help our students
get their degrees and move on to success is
working.”

Interim registrar Delynn Bargas said 259
students are planning on participating in
Saturday’s commencement ceremony,
scheduled for 10 a.m. in Greyhound Arena,
and that this year the number of students
receiving associate’s degrees is a bit higher
than normal.

Elwell attributed that to the university’s
efforts over the past few years to let stu-
dents who are pursuing four-year degrees
know when they’ve met the qualifications
to receive a two-year degree.

“We find some people have earned a
degree but aren’t moving on at this moment

to a four-year degree so in the last three or
four years we research it and let people
know that if they’d like to be awarded a
two-year degree that they’ve earned it,”
Elwell said.

Richard Schwartz, an associate professor
in the department of music, will give the
commencement address. Elwell said
Schwartz earned that honor by receiving
one of the faculty awards for teaching at the
university’s spring commencement.

Schwartz told The News that he plans to
tell a story about one of the well-known
performers he’s worked with during his
music career.

“I’m going to talk about an experience of
mine with Aretha Franklin,” Schwartz said.
“As a musician I’ve performed with well-
known performers, just like many of my

colleagues, but I’m going to discuss a
moment of my life that I had an opportuni-
ty to perform with Aretha Franklin and I’m
going to relate that to the graduates how
perhaps there are some elements in that
story that could help them in the future.”

While surely he did not teach all 563 stu-
dents earning degrees this fall, he said
those in the music department were a hard-
working bunch.

“I’m very proud of their accomplish-
ments,” Schwartz said.

One student Schwartz singled out was
Andres Labastida, who recently completed
a semester of student teaching at several
Clovis schools and will receive a bache-
lor’s of music education and bachelor’s of
music in instrumental performance at
Saturday’s ceremony.

Born in Albuquerque before moving to
Hobbs and graduating from Hobbs High
School, Labastida told The News that he
came to ENMU largely because of Dustin
Seifert, the chair of the university’s music
department.

“He’s the whole reason why I came to
Eastern in the first place. I’m from Hobbs
and him being so involved with that district
and the other districts surrounding Hobbs,
he was well known in that area,” Labastida

Fast facts
■■ WWhhaatt:: Eastern New Mexico University fall com-

mencement
■■ WWhheenn:: 10 a.m. Saturday

■■ WWhheerree:: Greyhound Arena

■■ LLiivveessttrreeaamm:: https://livestream.com/accounts/

22644780/events/6737563

❏ 563 students to receive diplomas compared to 495 last fall.
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Portales Superintendent Johnnie Cain
looks at his notes during Monday’s
school board meeting. The evaluation of
the superintendent was discussed dur-
ing an executive session after Monday’s
meeting, with no action taken.

❏ Focus at Boutique Air getting systems in
place for Cannon airmen to use services.
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said.
Since July he has taught

at Clovis High School, all
three middle schools and
three elementary schools in
Clovis where he has helped
the marching band prepare
for competitions, helped the
CHS honor band get ready
for its upcoming perform-

ance in front of the New
Mexico Music Educators
Association and observed
elementary music students.

“The best part is just
working with these kids,”
Labastida said. “I’ve
known a few of them for a
couple years now and so to
go down and see them
every day, learn from them
and teach them all that I
can, that’s been a good
experience.”

That experience will cer-

tainly come in handy after
graduation when he is set to
become the director of
bands and in charge of
music education for the
Clayton Municipal Schools
district, teaching kids from
kindergarten through high
school.

He credited that job
opportunity to the help he
received from the faculty
and staff of ENMU’s music
department.

“I know for sure that I

wouldn’t be where I’m at
right now if it wasn’t for the
staff and for everyone there
helping me and everyone
else out from my first day
as a freshman,” Labastida
said.

Labastida, who told The
News that his primary
instrument is the euphoni-
um, in addition to playing
the trombone, tuba, clarinet
and singing, said he has
gone through a range of
emotions leading up to
graduation.

“I’m more or less nerv-
ous. OK of course I’m
excited, but sort of nervous
because that means I have
to move forward with my
life; that’s the scary part,”
Labastida said.
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Powerball
14 32 34 46 61

PPoowweerrbbaallll:: 10
PPoowweerrppllaayy:: 2

Lotto Texas
4 6 21 23 25 38

Lottery

TTooddaayy
■ TTiinnyy  ttoottss — 10 a.m., Clovis-

Carver Public Library, 701 N. Main
St., Clovis. Information: 575-769-
7840

■ PPrreesscchhooooll  ssttoorryyttiimmee  ““TThhiiss  iiss
tthhee  PPoollaarr  EExxpprreessss!!””  ppaajjaammaa  ppaarrttyy
— 10:30 a.m., Portales Public
Library, 218 S. Ave. B, Portales.
Information: 575-356-3940

■ SSttiittcchh  AAddddiiccttss  ssttiittcchh  ggrroouupp
— 1:30 p.m., Clovis-Carver Public
Library, 701 N. Main St., Clovis.
Information: 575-763-9687

■ BBiinnggoo  PPaarrttyy — 2 p.m.-4 p.m.,
Wheatfields Senior Living
Community, 4701 N. Prince St.,
Clovis. Refreshments and snacks
available. Information: 575-762-
8700

■ TTeeeennss  aanndd  ttwweeeennss  ““XX--bbooxx
oonnee  ffrreeee  ppllaayy  &&  bbooaarrdd  ggaammeess”” —
4:30 p.m., Portales Public Library,
218 S. Ave. B, Portales. Information:
575-356-3940

■ AAnnddyy  MMaassoonn  pprreesseennttss  ““AA
BBrriieeff  HHiissttoorryy  ooff  CChhrriissttmmaass  MMuussiicc””
— 5:30 p.m., Cannon Air Force
Base Library, 107 W. Albright Ave.,
CAFB. All ages welcome; base ID
required. Information: 575-784-
2786

■ CChhrriissttmmaass  NNiitteess  aatt  HHiillllccrreesstt
PPaarrkk  ZZoooo — 6 p.m.-8 p.m., Hillcrest
Park Zoo, 1208 N. Norris St., Clovis.
Information: 575-769-7873

TThhuurrssddaayy
■ PPrreesscchhooooll  ssttoorryyttiimmee — 10

a.m., Clovis-Carver Public Library,
701 N. Main St., Clovis. Information:
575-769-7840

■ AAnnddyy  MMaassoonn  pprreesseennttss  ““AA
BBrriieeff  HHiissttoorryy  ooff  CChhrriissttmmaass  MMuussiicc””
— 5:30 p.m., light refreshments; 6
p.m. music and program, Portales
Public Library, 218 S. Ave. B,
Portales. All ages welcome.
Information: 575-356-3940

■ FFrreeee  ffaammiillyy  mmoovviiee  nniigghhtt::
““TThhee  SSttaarr::  TThhee  SSttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  FFiirrsstt
CChhrriissttmmaass””  — 6 p.m., Yam
Theater, 219 Main St., Portales.
Concessions available. Information:
575-356-8541

■ CChhrriissttmmaass  NNiitteess  aatt  HHiillllccrreesstt
PPaarrkk  ZZoooo  — 6 p.m.-8 p.m., Hillcrest
Park Zoo, 1208 N. Norris St., Clovis.
Information: 575-769-7873

FFrriiddaayy
■ OOrrnnaammeenntt  ccrraafftt — 11:30 a.m.,

Clovis-Carver Public Library, 701 N.
Main St., Clovis. Information: 575-
769-7840

■ CChhrriissttmmaass  NNiitteess  aatt  HHiillllccrreesstt
PPaarrkk  ZZoooo — 6 p.m.-8 p.m., Hillcrest
Park Zoo, 1208 N. Norris St., Clovis.
Information: 575-769-7873

■ ““CChhrriissttmmaass  HHoouussee”” — 6
p.m., 7 p.m., 8 p.m., Generations
building, 1500 S. Ave. D, Portales.
Free. Information: 575-359-1559

SSaattuurrddaayy
■ UUnniitteedd  WWaayy  TTEEFFAAPP ((TThhee

EEmmeerrggeennccyy  FFoooodd  AAssssiissttaannccee
PPrrooggrraamm))  ffoooodd  ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn — 8
a.m. volunteers needed for sorting;
9 a.m.-11 a.m. distribution; 10:30
a.m. new applicants sign in. Central
Christian Church fellowship hall,
1528 S. Main Ave., Portales.
Information: 575-769-2103 or 2-1-1

■ WWrreeaatthhss  AAccrroossss  AAmmeerriiccaa
cceerreemmoonnyy — 9 a.m., Lawn Haven
Cemetery, 1601 E. Llano Estacado
Blvd. Information: 575-799-3577.

■ EENNMMUU  ccoommmmeenncceemmeenntt — 10
a.m., Greyhound Arena, Portales.
Information: 575-562-2175

■ Andy Mason presents “A Brief
History of Christmas Music” —
10:30 a.m., Clovis-Carver Public
Library, 701 N. Main St., Clovis.
Information: 575-769-7840

■ CChhiillddrreenn’’ss  CChhrriissttmmaass
CCeelleebbrraattiioonn  — 10 a.m., Lighthouse
Mission, 407 L Casillas St, Clovis.
Free to the public, with children up
to age 16 invited to celebrate.
Information: 575-799-0902. 

■ EENNMMUU  AAlluummnnii  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn
ccoommmmeenncceemmeenntt  rreecceeppttiioonn —
Noon-2 p.m., south gym,
Greyhound Arena, Portales.
Information: 575-562-2175

■ CClloovviiss  HHeeaadd  SSttaarrtt’’ss  WWiinntteerr
WWoonnddeerrllaanndd  FFeesstt — Noon-2 p.m.,
Clovis Early Head Start, 901 Martin
Luther King Blvd, Clovis. Enrollment
information, activities, refreshments.
Services offered for pregnant
moms, and children from 6 weeks to
5 years old. Documents required for
enrollment are 2017 taxes, child’s
most recent shot record, child’s birth
certificate. Information: 575-763-
6443

■ EENNMMUU  TTuubbaass  aanndd
EEuupphhoonniiuummss  aanndd  FFrriieennddss  hhoolliiddaayy
mmuussiicc — 2 p.m.-3 p.m., North
Plains Mall (inside by the JCPenney
entrance), 2809 N. Prince St.,
Clovis. Information: 575-562-2377

■ ““CChhrriissttmmaass  HHoouussee”” — 6
p.m., 7 p.m., 8 p.m., Generations
building, 1500 S. Ave. D, Portales.
Free. Information: 575-359-1559

■ CChhrriissttmmaass  WWoorrsshhiipp  NNiigghhtt —
6 p.m.-9 p.m., Blackwater Coffee
Company, 301 E. Llano Estacado,
Clovis. Musicians from local church-
es offering worship songs,
Christmas favorites, prayer.
Donations accepted for Hope
Children’s Home. Information: 575-
265-7272

SSuunnddaayy
■ KKiiddss  DDaayy  OOuutt — 1 p.m.-4

p.m., Portales Recreation Center,
1001 W.18th St., Portales. Open to
kindergarten-sixth grade. $5 per
child. Crafts, sports, scooters, etc.
Information: 575-356-8598

■ CClloovviiss  CCoommmmuunniittyy  BBaanndd
““HHoolliiddaayy  FFaannffaarree”” — 3 p.m., First
United Methodist Church, 1501
Sycamore St., Clovis. Donations
accepted for scholarship fund.
Information: 575-760-6257

■ ““CChhrriissttmmaass  HHoouussee”” — 6
p.m., 7 p.m., 8 p.m., Generations
building, 1500 S. Ave. D, Portales.
Free. Information: 575-359-1559

MMoonnddaayy
■ SSttiittcchh  AAddddiiccttss  ssttiittcchh  ggrroouupp

— 6:30 p.m., Clovis-Carver Public
Library, 701 N. Main St., Clovis.
Information: 575-763-9687

TTuueessddaayy
■ AAfftteerrsscchhooooll  SS..TT..EE..AA..MM.. —

4:30 p.m., Portales Public Library,
218 S. Ave. B, Portales. Open to
kindergarten-sixth grade.
Information: 575-356-3940

DDeecc..  1199
■ TTiinnyy  ttoottss — 10 a.m., Clovis-

Carver Public Library, 701 N. Main
St., Clovis. Information: 575-769-
7840

■ PPrreesscchhooooll  ssttoorryyttiimmee  ““MMeerrrryy
CChhrriissttmmaass””  — 10:30 a.m., Portales
Public Library, 218 S. Ave. B,

Portales. Information: 575-356-
3940

■ SSttiittcchh  AAddddiiccttss  ssttiittcchh  ggrroouupp
— 1:30 p.m., Clovis-Carver Public
Library, 701 N. Main St., Clovis.
Information: 575-763-9687

■ BBlloooodd  ddrriivvee  — 3:30-7:30
p.m., Central Baptist Church meet-
ing room, 2501 N. Norris, Clovis.
Register online at http://www.blood-
hero.com. Information: 877-258-
4825

DDeecc..  2200
■ PPrreesscchhooooll  ssttoorryyttiimmee — 10

a.m., Clovis-Carver Public Library,
701 N. Main St., Clovis. Information:
575-769-7840

■ PPrreesscchhooooll  ssttoorryyttiimmee  ““MMeerrrryy
CChhrriissttmmaass”” — 6 p.m., Portales
Public Library, 218 S. Ave. B,
Portales. Information: 575-356-
3940

■ TTeeeennss  aanndd  ttwweeeennss  mmoovviiee
““TThhee  SSaannttaa  CCllaauussee”” — 4:30 p.m.,
Portales Public Library, 218 S. Ave.
B, Portales. Information: 575-356-
3940

DDeecc..  2222
■ SShhaarrppiiee  oonn  ccaannvvaass  wwiitthh

FFrraannkk  SSaaiizz — 2 p.m., Clovis-Carver
Public Library, 701 N. Main St.,
Clovis. Pre-registration required.
Information: 575-769-7840

OOnnggooiinngg
■ PPaaiinnttiinnggss  bbyy  PPaarrssoonnss —

Exhibit by ENMU faculty member
Alla Parsons. Runnels Gallery,
Golden Student Success Center,
Portales. Open during regular
hours through Dec. 21. Information:
575-562-2373

■ AArrttiissttss  ooff  tthhee  mmoonntthh  —
December artists of the month at
Clovis-Carver Public Library are
Sandi Chitwood, Martha Hunnycutt,
and Ann Johnson, with pastels,
watercolors, and oils. Information:
806-946-9221

TToo  ppllaaccee  aann  iitteemm  oonn  tthhee  eevveennttss
ccaalleennddaarr,,  ccaallll  tthhee  nneewwssrroooomm  aatt
557755--776633--66999911  oorr  ee--mmaaiill::
ddsstteevveennss@@tthheenneewwss..eemmaaiill

TTooddaayy
■ CClloovviiss  PPllaannnniinngg  aanndd  ZZoonniinngg

CCoommmmiissssiioonn — 3 pm.. Clovis City
Hall, 321 Connelly. Information:
575-769-7828.

TThhuurrssddaayy
■ SSeenniioorr  OOllyymmppiiccss  GGeenneerraall

MMeeeettiinngg — 11 a.m., Friendship
Senior Center, 901 W. 13th St.,
Clovis. Q&A for residents interested
in participating. Information: 575-
799-6485

■ CClloovviiss  CCiittyy  CCoommmmiissssiioonn —
5:15 p.m., North Annex, Clovis-
Carver Public Library, 701 N. Main

St., Clovis. Information: 575-769-
7828

FFrriiddaayy
■ EEaasstteerrnn  NNeeww  MMeexxiiccoo

UUnniivveerrssiittyy  RReeggeennttss — 9:30 a.m.,
Regents Room, ENMU
Administration Building, Portales.
Information: 575-562-2121

TTuueessddaayy
■ CCuurrrryy  CCoouunnttyy  CCoommmmiissssiioonn

— 9 a.m., Commission Chambers,
417 Gidding St., Clovis.
Information: 575-763-6016

■ RRoooosseevveelltt  CCoouunnttyy

CCoommmmiissssiioonn — 9 a.m.,
Commission Room, Roosevelt
County Courthouse, 109 W. First
St., Portales. Information: 575-356-
5307

■ CClloovviiss  MMuunniicciippaall  SScchhoooollss
bbooaarrdd — 5:30 p.m. Board Room,
Central Office, 1009 Main St.,
Clovis. Information: 575-769-4300

■ RRoooosseevveelltt  GGeenneerraall  HHoossppiittaall
BBooaarrdd  ooff  TTrruusstteeeess — 5:30 p.m.,
Fred Anthony Conference Room,
RGH, 42121 US-70, Portales.
Information: 575-359-1800

■ PPoorrttaalleess  CCiittyy  CCoouunncciill  —
6:30 p.m., Memorial Building, 200

E. Seventh St., Portales.

Information: 575-356-6662

DDeecc..  2200
■ EEaasstteerrnn  NNeeww  MMeexxiiccoo  WWaatteerr

UUttiilliittyy  AAuutthhoorriittyy — 1 p.m.,

ENMWUA Offices, Sitterly

Professional Center, 801 Pile

Street, Clovis. Information: 575-

935-4262

TToo  ppllaaccee  aann  iitteemm  oonn  tthhee  mmeeeett--
iinnggss  ccaalleennddaarr,,  ccaallll  tthhee  nneewwssrroooomm
aatt  557755--776633--66999911  oorr  ee--mmaaiill::
ddsstteevveennss@@tthheenneewwss..eemmaaiill

Events  calendar

Meetings  calendar

ENMU
from Page 1A

School program
proving worth
with students
Some time back we

described one of
the programs at

our middle schools to
more effectively connect
with students to improve
student learning. The pro-
gram, “Capturing Kids’
Hearts,” uses specific
strategies to effectively
connect with today’s stu-
dents.

The foundational values
the program uses are
nothing new: integrity,
trustworthiness, honesty,
confidentiality, accept-
ance, joyfulness, loyalty,
and service. However,
what is new is the manner
in which these are explic-
itly and precisely embed-
ded throughout the school
day. 

This joint effort — by
teachers and students —
is showing tangible
results, proof that it’s
holding true to the claims
of: improving student
attendance; reducing dis-
cipline referrals; increas-
ing graduation rates;
improving teacher reten-
tion; and improving stu-
dent performance.

Laura DeBusk, Gattis
Middle School science
teacher, shared an update
on how things were
going; turns out, excep-
tionally well. She first
told me about how posi-
tively her classroom was
flowing. A veteran teacher
of over 20 years, DeBusk
had actually worked with
the Capturing Kids’
Hearts before coming to
Clovis, so by this time,
she’s a pro. 

Having seen DeBusk’s
kids enter her classroom
after individually greeting
each one with whatever
had been established (fist
bumps; high fives; even
conventional handshakes),
it looked like she had an
excellent rapport with
each student. 

As her class progressed,
it ran like a well-oiled
machine. DeBusk
explained, “We made our
classroom’s Social
Contract together, which
lays out standards of

behavior, and the kids
enforce it with each other.
Also, we have lots of jobs
in our classroom.” 

All this, in addition to
regular schoolwork; folder
distributor, paper handler,
messenger, pencil patrol,
stool/chair monitor, home-
work stamper, and home-
work collector. The
mechanics of running
some of the classroom
basics flows like clock-
work.

In fact, the results are
so stellar, DeBusk contin-
ued, “We were invited to
present in Albuquerque.”
DeBusk and two of her
students, along with
Marshall Middle School
teacher Christine
Eisenmann and two of her
students, were recently
invited to demonstrate
their success. 

These teachers and stu-
dents presented to a gath-
ering of superintendents,
principals, teachers and
others in Albuquerque.
The reported results from
the independent program
representative were: “the
Clovis kids blew them
away with their presenta-
tion!”

DeBusk described the
somewhat nerve-wracking
experience as both teach-
ers and students did their
presentation. “It’s easy to
present to my own stu-
dents in my classroom,
but to a large group of
adults, it’s a bit different.
My kids reassured me,
though, encouraging me
along the way.”

Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy is
the instructional technolo-
gy coordinator for the
Clovis Municipal Schools.
She can be reached at 

cindy.kleynkennedy
@clovis-schools.org

Cindy
Kleyn-

Kennedy
◆

Education 
columnist
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Cain said the district

received additional sugges-
tions for the social media
content policy from the dis-
trict’s attorney earlier that
day which had not yet been
included in the document in
front of the board at
Tuesday’s meeting.

■ The board amended its
fleet service contract to
include three spare buses not
previously listed.

■ The board approved 13
budget adjustments, includ-
ing a $42,969 insurance pay-
ment from wind damage to
the Portales High School
roof.

Finance Director Sarah
Stubbs said the majority of
the other adjustments were
related to increases in the
district’s interest.

“That’s a good problem to
have,” Stubbs said.

■ Caron Powers,
Roosevelt County’s coordi-
nator for Healthy Kids
Healthy Communities New
Mexico, gave an update to
the board regarding the
HealthierUS School
Challenge Award the district
received from the USDA. 

Powers said her focus is
promoting healthy eating
and physical activity among
students. She said the dis-
trict received a silver
HealthierUS Challenge
Award, the highest given to
a New Mexico school from
the national program this
year, which came with
$1,000 to go towards the
garden at James Elementary
School.

She said the garden at
James will also be honored
as school garden of the year
in New Mexico by the
Legislature.

Bus
from Page 1A

AAwwaarrddss  ffrroomm  SSaattuurrddaayy’’ss
CClloovviiss  SSppiirriitt  IInnvviittaattiioonnaall,,  hheelldd  aatt
RRoocckk  SSttaauubbuuss  GGyymmnnaassiiuumm::

GGrraanndd  cchhaammppiioonnss
■ Middle school cheer: Yucca
■ Middle school dance: Gattis
■ JV/Freshman cheer: CHS

Freshman Academy
■ JV/Freshman dance: CHS

Freshman Academy
■ Varsity cheer: Floyd High

School
■ Varsity dance: Clovis High

School

BByy  ccaatteeggoorryy
■ Middle school dance, military:

Gattis
■ Middle school dance, open:

Marshall
■ Middle school dance, pom:

Gattis
■ Middle school cheer: Yucca
■ JV/Freshman pom: CHS

Freshman Academy
■ JV/Freshman hip hop: Clovis

Freshman Academy

■ JV/Freshman cheer routine
w/music: Clovis Freshman
Academy

■ JV/Freshman cheer, game
day: Portales JV

■ Varsity cheer, game day:
Clovis High School

■ Varsity dance, pom: Clovis
High School

■ Varsity dance, military: Clovis
High School

JJuuddggee’’ss  aawwaarrddss
■ Spirit: Floyd cheer, Marshall

dance
■ Precision: Yucca cheer,

Gattis dance
■ Costume/uniform: Melrose

cheer, CHS Freshman Academy
dance

■ Presentation: Marshall cheer,
Gattis dance

■ Showmanship: Portales
Junior High cheer, Clovis High
dance

■ Choreography: CHS
Freshman Academy cheer, Clovis
High dance

Spirit Invitational results

License regulations revised
BY THE STAFF OF THE NEWS

SANTA FE — A more fair shot at
an ID: that’s one takeaway from a
class action lawsuit settled in August
as the state’s Taxation and Revenue
Department (TRD) follows through
on an agreed-upon public informa-
tion campaign. 

On Friday TRD “announced
revised regulations that make it easi-
er for all New Mexicans to access
New Mexico’s non-REAL ID
license, the Driving Authorization
Card (DAC), and non-federally com-
pliant ID card,” according to a news
release from one of the plaintiff
groups in the civil suit filed early
this year in Santa Fe’s First Judicial
District Court. 

The second-tier credentials allow a
person to work, rent a hotel room or
open a bank account, but are not con-
sidered a federally compliant ID

card. 
Recent changes to the Motor

Vehicle Division (MVD) ensuing
from the suit “are an important step
forward to ensuing citizens and non-
citizens alike have a more efficient
process to obtaining a non-REAL ID
driver’s license as legislators origi-
nally intended,” said the release from
human rights organization “Somos
Un Pueblo Unido.”

Somos was among several plain-
tiffs, including the New Mexico
Coalition to End Homelessness and
the New Mexico Center on Law and
Poverty, that challenged regulations
on the issuance of second-tier dri-
ver’s licenses or ID cards in a suit
against MVD and TRD. 

This summer, the parties in that
suit reached an “agreed-upon road
map” for the case’s resolution,
according to court records. Among
those agreements are that MVD

would adopt regulations requiring it
to issue DACs and “Identification
Card(s) not intended for federal pur-
poses” to those applicants that pro-
vide proof of New Mexico residency,
identity and age, records show. The
suit filed in January alleged appli-
cants were illegally asked to provide
Social Security numbers and other
records for those second-tier creden-
tials, and that they were not ade-
quately offered due process when
denied. 

The agreement from the suit also
stipulates that MVD contact New
Mexicans previously denied along
with information on how to appeal
that decision. 

The agreement also mandates a
public information campaign regard-
ing those changes, which is “one of
the final steps” in the agreement
from this summer. 

Booked
The following were

booked into local jails
Friday-Monday:

Clovis
■ Tanner Autrey, 25,

criminal sexual penetration
in the second degree, kid-
napping, aggravated battery
against a household mem-
ber

■ Kerry Crawford, 44,
probation violation, failure
to appear on a felony
charge

■ Aaron Garcia, 33,
receiving stolen property

■ Roy Tarango, 24, fail-
ure to pay fines

■ Anthony Stubbs, 28,
probation violation

■ Cesar Murillo, 38, bat-
tery upon a health care
worker, false imprison-
ment, battery against a
household member, driving
under the influence of
liquor

■ Robert Ortega, 55,
possession of a controlled
substance, possession of
drug paraphernalia

■ Kathryn Smiley, 43,
battery against a household
member, criminal damage
to the property of a house-
hold member

■ Lorenzo Collins, 64,
assault against a household
member

■ Andrew Glover, 22,
disorderly conduct

■ Dean Anderson, 29,
failure to pay fines, receiv-
ing or transferring a stolen
vehicle

■ Matthew Reyes, 40,
shoplifting

■ Diamond Johnson, 27,
failure to pay fines

■ Kaleaf Gardley, 35,
trespass

■ Benjamin Arguello,
21, driving while under the
influence, possession of
marijuana, possession of
drug paraphernalia

■ Dorothy Endriss, 61,
failure to pay fines

■ Jeffrey Newsome, 35,
breaking and entering, fail-
ure to appear on misde-
meanor charge, probation
violation

■ Chastity Dominguez,
25, attempt to commit a
felony (residential burgla-
ry)

■ Barry Burch, 43, crim-
inal trespass

■ Brandon Wagner, 33,
shoplifting

Portales
■ Julien Aranda, 24,

walk in
■ Jasmine Armijo, 19,

hold for other agency
■ Bryan Broderick, 33,

hold for other agency
■ Lee Carrillo, 33, hold

for other agency
■ David Dawson, 53,

probation violation
■ Delia Earle, 45, hold

for other agency
■ Rocky Johnson, 31,

hold for other agency
■ Natalee Jones, 29, pro-

bation violation
■ Tina Martinez, 42,

hold for other agency
■ Joe Mirabal, 32, walk

in

■ Joseph Montoya, 41,
bench warrant

■ Joshua Moore Jr, 22,
burglary, larceny (over
$2,500), unlawful taking of
a motor vehicle

■ Charlene Pacheco, 41,
hold for other agency

■ Jim Peebles, 34, driv-
ing under the influence of
liquor

■ Patricia Porras, 52,
criminal trespass, resisting,
evading or obstructing an
officer

■ Starla Richards, 30,
hold for other agency

■ Vanessa Sanchez, 27,
hold for other agency

■ Maegan Tranthan, 21,
hold for other agency

■ Xanadu Vigil, 27, hold
for other agency

Released
The following were

released from local jails
Friday-Monday:

Clovis*
■ Greg Nunez, 36
■ Fred Rodriguez, 39
■ Lambert Campbell, 34
■ Derrick Ervin, 41
■ Michael Cordova, 23
■ Luis Salinas, 38
■ Rita Lopez, 38
■ Curtis Dunn, 29
■ Daniel Gutierrez, 33
■ Chquavery Bynum, 34
■ Amanda Davalos, 33
■ Christopher Silva, 25
■ Christopher

Rodriguez, 33
■ Roy Tarango, 24
■ Hugo Vasquez-Salas,

32

■ Gerardo Vasquez, 43
■ Brandon Cordova, 36
■ Francisco Lujan, 35
■ Domingo Bolanos, 61
■ Antonio Sandoval, 30
■ Donte Robinson, 21
■ Judas Gonzales, 46
■ Julisa Gonzalez, 34
■ Martin Rubio, 44
■ Lorenzo Collins, 64
■ Andrew Glover, 22
■ Benjamin Arguello, 21
■ Kaleaf Gardley, 35

Portales
■ Bryan Broderick, 33,

other jail
■ Joseph Montoya, 41,

bond
■ Jim Peebles, 34, court

order
■ Patricia Porras, 52,

bond
■ Jason Stanton, 23,

other jail
■ Nicholas Williams, 25,

military authority
■ Julien Aranda, 24, time

served
■ Sammy Deleon, 32,

other jail
■ Lorenzo Lucero, 49,

time served
■ Joe Mirabal, 32, time

served
■ Maegan Tranthan, 21,

other jail

* The Curry County
Detention Center in
Clovis does not disclose
the reasons for release in
its daily briefings.

— Compiled by the
Staff of The News

Jail  logs

On this date ... 
1929: Legendary cat-

tle rancher, trail blazer
and Indian scout Charles
Goodnight died at age 93.

Goodnight, born in
Illinois, told biographers
that he took pride in being
born at the same time as
the Republic of Texas in
1836 and that he “joined”
Texas the year before it
joined the Union in 1846.

The Handbook of Texas
reports Goodnight was
credited with finding the
trail that led to Pete
Nocona’s Comanche
encampment, ultimately
resulting in the recapture
of Cynthia Ann Parker,
the mother of Quanah

Parker.
Young Goodnight

learned to hunt and track
from an Indian named
Caddo Jake, according to
the Handbook of Texas.

While most of his busi-
ness was conducted in the
Texas Panhandle — he
grazed more than 100,000
head of cattle on 1.3 mil-
lion acres of the JA Ranch
near Clarendon in the
1880s — he also was
involved in the Inter-State
Land Co., dealing in land
along the Texas-New
Mexico border. He also
repeatedly contracted for
delivery of herds near
Fort Sumner throughout
the late 1860s.

Goodnight was perhaps
most famous for his
friendship with Quanah

Parker. Their treaty called
for Parker’s warriors to
receive two beeves every
other day that the JA herd
was not disturbed, accord-
ing to the Handbook of
Texas.

Pages Past is compiled
by David Stevens. Contact
him at:
dstevens@thenews.email

DEC. 12

BY THE STAFF OF THE NEWS

CLOVIS — A Wreaths
Across America memorial
ceremony is scheduled for 9
a.m. Saturday at Lawn
Haven Cemetery, 1601 E.
Llano Estacado Blvd., to
honor fallen veterans.

According to a press
release from Clovis
Municipal Schools, the
Clovis High School Junior
ROTC will assist in placing
wreaths at the gravesite of
local veterans following the
ceremony.

The 1,600-plus wreaths
were sponsored in part by
Civil Air Patrol, Boy Scouts
of America and Gold Star
Moms.

The community is invited
to attend.

Staff photo: Kevin Wilson

Portales freshman Amaya Salas smiles during her
team’s routine.

Wreath
ceremony
set for
Saturday
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Occasionally I’m asked
what I write about. It’s a hard
question to answer. 

Some would say I write
about politics, but this isn’t
quite right. I don’t care about
politics. I want to encourage
people to grow beyond poli-
tics; to find better ways.

Politics seems to be the art
of making mountains out of
molehills. By “art” I mean in
the sense you might call pick-
pocketing an art; not like the
Mona Lisa.

Politics is “do unto others
before they do unto you.”

Life is needlessly compli-
cated when you believe you
need to control other people,
since they’ll believe they
should control you, too.
You’ll probably both take the
short-cut of electing someone
to do the controlling for you,
but the results are the same, if

not worse.
Your right to control some-

one else ends where their
actions no longer harm you.
If you try to control them
beyond this point, you’re the
one causing harm.

Politics is the only reason
immigration is seen as a prob-
lem. Someone set up a coer-
cive tax-funded welfare sys-
tem, criminalized defense of
person and property except in
very limited circumstances,
and crippled the economy
with taxes and bureaucracy. A

molehill was made into an
ever-growing mountain.

Politics is why crime is a
more serious problem than it
would be. If people were
truly free to defend their life,
liberty, and property from bad
guys there would be less
crime for government to pre-
tend to protect us from.

Why tax people for things
that aren’t popular enough for
people to fund them voluntar-
ily? Allow people to use their
money as they see fit. If
something is important, peo-
ple will pay for it. Just
because you feel something is
important doesn’t mean it is.
Its true importance will be
shown by how many volun-
teer to fund it. 

Politics interferes with
choice.

I would voluntarily fund a
fire department or library, but

not a police department. If I
needed an investigator for a
specific situation I would hire
one for as long as the service
is needed, and no longer. For
me to force you to pay for a
service I want would be anti-
social, but I wouldn’t stop
you from funding whatever
you value.

I can’t think of a single way
in which politics improves
life. Quite the opposite. It’s
middle school drama writ
large. If that’s what you
enjoy, have at it. Just leave
the rest of us out of your mag-
nified molehill mountain
range.

Farwell’s Kent McManigal
champions liberty. Contact
him at: 

dullhawk@hotmail.com

Politics doesn’t improve your life

Viewpoint
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State lawmakers
need to embrace
ethics commission

New Mexicans voted Nov. 6 overwhelm-
ingly (75 percent) in favor of
Constitutional Amendment 2, establish-

ing an ethics commission to oversee the foxes in
the hen house, aka the Roundhouse. That mes-
sage can’t get much clearer for those representing
us in the state Legislature.

A 75 percent affirmation loudly states several
things to legislators:

■ we don’t trust you;
■ we don’t trust you overseeing yourselves;
■ we want to know that when an ethical viola-

tion occurs, someone holds you accountable,
other than your buddy sitting two chairs away.

Yet there are legislators in positions of House
or Senate control who did not receive the mes-
sage. Either that or they’re too thin-skinned to
have fingers pointed at them.

One of the most honest, dedicated and well-
meaning representatives to enter the House in a
very long time pushed this constitutional amend-
ment through. Former Rep. Jim Dines, R-
Bernalillo, had been in the House a couple of
minutes when he began work creating an ethics
commission.

He met much pushback, complaints and unco-
operative representatives and senators of all par-
ties. Legislators do not like to be watched, ques-
tioned or have their campaign contributions scru-
tinized. Dines doesn’t have that problem because
he doesn’t take any amount of money or goods
from anyone. That’s an absolute with him.

It is quite unfortunate for all New Mexicans,
not just those in Bernalillo County, that Dines
lost his bid for re-election in the
Republican/Trump revolution of the mid-term
elections. The Democratic party threw a ton of
money into the race and Democrat Abbas Akhil
beat Dines by 115 votes, 50.49 percent to 49.51
percent.

We don’t know if Akhil has Dines’ ethics and
dedication. But he’ll surely not have Dines’ pas-
sion for the ethics commission, or for open gov-
ernment. Neither do most of the leaders in the
Legislature.

Dines is serving through the end of his term,
leaving office Dec. 31. He heads the working
ethics commission work group, which is hashing
out the details before presenting its recommenda-
tions to the full Legislature in the upcoming ses-
sion.

We know Dines will fight for openness in the
time he has left. That is almost his raison d’être.
However, once he’s gone who can we count on to
represent the 75 percent of voters who yearn for
transparency and accountability from those who
we’ve sent to represent us?

We know the 25 percent who voted no are
well-represented already. There’s something terri-
bly wrong when a large majority of legislators
represent a small minority of the voting public on
this issue. Democracy isn’t supposed to work that
way.

— Robert Trapp
Rio Grande Sun

“Now the captain, he said
to John Henry,

‘I’m gonna bring that steam
drill around.

I’m gonna bring that steam
drill out on these tracks,

I’m gonna knock that steel
on down, God, God.

I’m gonna knock that steel
on down.’

“John Henry told his cap-
tain,

‘Lord, a man ain’t nothin’
but a man,

But before I let that steam
drill beat me down,

I’m gonna die with a ham-
mer in my hand, Lord, Lord,

I’ll die with a hammer in
my hand.’”

— Lyrics from the folk
song “The Ballad of John

Henry” as performed by
Bruce Springsteen’s “We

Shall Overcome: The Seeger
Sessions,” released 2006

The story is legendary as
well as fact-based. It’s about a
strong and powerful African-
American laborer, John
Henry, and his 30-pound ham-
mer, going up against a new
mechanical invention of his

time, the steam drill.
It’s also a tale of pride in

work, and the power of the
human spirit.

“… John Henry said to his
shaker,

‘Shaker, why don’t you
sing?

Cause I’m swinging 30
pounds from my hips on
down,

Listen to my cold steel ring,
Lord, Lord.

Listen to my cold steel
ring.’”

People need meaning in
life. Sometimes it’s through
our work that we are provided
with a sense of purpose. And
when a machine — or modern
technology — takes that
away, we can feel lost, defeat-
ed, like the world is passing
us by.

We must adapt, or die. Like

when John Henry took on that
steam drill …

“… John Henry, he ham-
mered in the mountains,

His hammer was striking
fire,

But he worked so hard, it
broke his heart,

John Henry laid his ham-
mer down and died, Lord,
Lord.

John Henry laid his ham-
mer down and died.”

If you’ve ever done physi-
cal, manual work, maybe you
get it. There’s a certain pride,
and a feeling of power, that
comes with working until
you’re bone tired, and then
working some more. And to
know you’re good at what
you do makes all the differ-
ence in the world.

Nowadays, the working
world is far more mental than
physical. Robotics is taking
over manual jobs, while the
workplace has progressed (or
digressed) from face-to-face
interactions to email and text
exchanges. We are now glued
to our most modern machine,
the computer, as if we’re
beholden to it. Life has

become simpler and more
complex at the same time, and
we have to work even harder
just to keep up.

But there’s one good thing
our machines have done for
us: By reducing the time-con-
suming demands of physical
labor, we’ve been freed up to
explore the abstract side of
life. The creation of works of
art, searches for our own spir-
ituality, the expansion of
intellectual thinking and more
have come out of our evolv-
ing ability to step away from
the drudgeries of life and look
inward for deeper meanings.
We’re free to explore as never
before.

Still, someday, when food
technology outgrows the fam-
ily farm and we’re manufac-
turing everything we need
with 3-D printers, we’ll look
back to the old days, when
men and women were the real
producers, as legendary times.

Tom McDonald is editor of
the New Mexico Community
News Exchange. Contact
him at:
tmcdonald.srnm@gmail.com

Technology changing work, world
Tom

McDonald
◆

State
columnist

Kent
McManigal

◆

Local
columnist
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ANOTHER VIEWPOINT

The death of former
President George
H.W. Bush has

been met with as much
mourning for the gentle-
manly politics he practiced
as for the man himself.

Bush saved incivility for
America’s enemies, launch-
ing genuine armed hostili-
ties against Manuel
Noriega, the gangster head
of Panama, and Saddam
Hussein, who tried to
spread his cruel despotism
into neighboring Kuwait.

But in politics,
Republican Bush fought
hard within reasonable lim-
its, as did the Democrats of
that time. What happened
between then and now?

Why, without the excuse

of a pointless, dangerous
war, was President Barack
Obama hated as much by
the right as President
Richard Nixon was by the
left in the late 1960s and
early 1970s?

Why does contemptuous
political behavior now dom-
inate both sides?

While I know I’ll get
blowback, I think the inci-
vility we experience now
started with GOP Rep.

Newt Gingrich of Georgia.
Gingrich developed the
Contract with America in
1994 and used the language
of war propaganda to
describe political opponents
and their ideas.

Frank Luntz served as
Gingrich’s pollster in the
mid-1990s. Luntz, who is
also a master wordsmith,
became enamored with
Gingrich’s warlike language
and, together, the two wrote
a memo to Republican lead-
ership that changed conser-
vative campaigning from
that time forward.

The memo urged
Republicans to talk of
Democrats and their poli-
cies with words like “cor-
rupt,” “devour,” “greed,”
“hypocrisy,” “liberal,”

“sick,” and “traitors.”
Suddenly, conservatives

stopped debating their cause
as a better alternative and
started to frame their opin-
ions as the only conceivable
alternative to preserve the
republic, using the words
against Democrats that
wartime propagandists used
against the Axis powers.

Since Luntz was also a
pollster, he was able to mar-
ket-test his wartime termi-
nology and found it regis-
tered positively with a lot
of people. He became very
influential.

That approach to political
language quickly swept into
Fox News and the right-
wing radio stations that
dominate the nation’s mid-
section. It converted Rush

Limbaugh from an enter-
taining right-wing personal-
ity to a preachy propagan-
dist.

Two decades later, the
right’s barrage of insulting,
belittling and paranoia-
inspired language against
Democrats has led to an
unintended consequence:
President Donald Trump
and his fiercely loyal fol-
lowing.

Even Luntz now criticizes
Trump and Trumpism often
on his Twitter account.

What’s sad is that too
many Democrats also have
caught on to how powerful
one- and two-syllable
insults and epithets can be,
and have now adopted that
approach to their political
discourse.

Our mourning of George
H.W. Bush has reminded us
of a time when political
leaders understood that a
political opponent on one
day may be the friend you
need on the next. It reminds
us that mutual respect and
efforts to understand oppo-
nents and opposition once
led to consistent, beneficial
results.

That time cannot return
too soon.

Steve Hansen writes
about our life and times
from his perspective of a
retired Tucumcari journal-
ist. Contact him at:

stevenmhansen
@plateautel.net

Political incivility started somewhere
Steve

Hansen 
◆

Local columnist

Church must re-earn trust with transparency
In announcing that the

Archdiocese of Santa Fe
would seek bankruptcy pro-

tection, Archbishop John Wester
said the action would help ensure
fair compensation for sex-abuse
victims. 

His office went on to proclaim
in a diocesan letter distributed to
the faithful at Mass on Dec. 2 that
“for over 25 years, the
Archdiocese of Santa Fe has been
a leader among its peers in
addressing sexual abuse of chil-
dren by clergy.”

Wester is correct on the first
point, given the number of poten-
tial cases pending and others not
yet filed. Victims will be repre-
sented and have their days in
court. They may do so confiden-
tially if they wish, but in general
these proceedings will be public.

And bankruptcy protection will
allow the Archdiocese to continue
to provide valuable services
through parishes and schools even
as lawyers and the court sort
through financial questions like
what the Archdiocese’s assets real-
ly are and determine the status of
assets transferred to parishes by
the Archdiocese in recent years.

No surprise here. Bankruptcy
proceedings are about money,
property and who gets what.

But the statement about being a
national leader in the clergy sex-
abuse area gives new meaning to
the proposition that everything is
relative, and that what happened
here should NOT be judged alone
but in context of what has hap-
pened in other states like
Pennsylvania — where the church
was rocked by the results of an
investigation by that state’s attor-

ney general.
While the Archdiocese of Santa

Fe has taken meaningful steps to
stop abuse and to compensate and
counsel victims — some 300
claims to date — the archdiocese
has been anything but transparent.
It fought tooth and nail to keep
court files secret until Judge Alan
Malott ordered them opened up
last year at the request of KOB-
TV.

Meanwhile, new disclosures and
allegations continue to mount, put-
ting the past conduct of the church
under a microscope.

And what we see isn’t pretty. In
fact, it’s shocking, outrageous and
disgusting.

A search warrant affidavit by a
sex crimes investigator in the state
Attorney General’s office dated
Nov. 28 in the ongoing criminal
investigation of two former priests

points out, “It has since been dis-
covered that the Catholic Church’s
highest-ranking officials con-
tributed to helping contain the
known abuse by handling atroci-
ties internally” rather than report-
ing clear cases of the rape of chil-
dren to authorities.

Atrocities isn’t an overstatement
given what’s in the document.

The affidavit details repeated
oral, vaginal and anal rape allega-
tions made by a Jane Doe — who
was just 9 years old when the
abuse began — against former
priest Sabine Griego when he was
assigned to Queen of Heaven
Parish in Albuquerque. 

Even more troubling: The affi-
davit says that a letter “written by
(then) Archbishop (Michael J.)
Sheehan explicitly identified
Sabine Griego as having commit-
ted criminal sexual penetration of

the minor on several occasions.”
All things considered, the deci-

sion to file for bankruptcy protec-
tion would appear to be the right
one — for all concerned. But for
those who think the Band-Aid has
been completely pulled off of this
painful wound and healing is all
that’s on the horizon, it would
appear they are sadly mistaken.

Wester says the Archdiocese is
on the right path. Trust us, he says. 

That trust, severely damaged by
horrific acts and then cover-ups to
protect the perpetrators and
Archdiocese coffers, will have to
be re-earned. 

Finally breaking with the
church’s culture of secrecy and
truly being more transparent is the
only way to do it.

— Albuquerque Journal
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Artist’s work on display at museum 
DE BACA COUNTY NEWS

LAS CRUCES — A new
exhibition at the New
Mexico Farm & Ranch
Heritage Museum captures
the essence of one of our
state’s great artists —
Peter Hurd.

“Drawn to the Land:
Peter Hurd’s New Mexico”
features 24 paintings and
some of the artist’s belong-
ings, including one of his
palettes with brushes, a
pair of chaps, boots, som-
brero, guitar, and polo hel-
met and mallet.

The show, which

includes loans from the
Hurd La Rinconada
Gallery in San Patricio and
the El Paso Museum of
Art, also features a video
about Hurd (1904-1984).

The exhibit opened in
the Museum’s Traditions
Gallery on Nov. 16 and
will be on display through
Sept. 13.

“We’re so pleased to
present the work of Peter
Hurd at the New Mexico
Farm & Ranch Heritage
Museum,” said Lisa Pugh,
the museum’s chief cura-
tor. “Through his portraits
and paintings, Hurd cele-

brated a uniquely New
Mexican way of life and
depicted the inexplicable
beauty of the southern
high plains in a way no
other artist could.”

Hurd, who was born and
raised in the Roswell area,
settled in the Hondo
Valley after attending
West Point, serving as a
war artist correspondent
during World War II, and
living in Pennsylvania,
where he met his wife,
Henriette Wyeth.

The artist is celebrated
for his realistic portraits
and luminous

Southwestern landscapes
that feature the vegetation,
rolling hills, windmills,
water tanks, and ever-
changing skies of the area
in Lincoln and Chaves
counties.

Unlike many artists who
are proficient in a few
mediums, Hurd was
skilled in a variety of
media including oil,
lithography, watercolor,
egg tempera and charcoal.
Light was critically impor-
tant in Hurd’s work and he
strove to render it accu-
rately. Hurd felt that the
medium of egg tempera

allowed him to truly cap-
ture the shifting light and
arid landscape of New
Mexico.

“If a work of art repre-
sents a particular artist’s
view of the world, Peter
Hurd’s work conveys how
inspired he was by nature
and his surroundings,”
said Holly Radke, the
museum’s collections
manager who curated the
exhibit. “He is best known
as a regionalist painter
who captured the hard-
working people and land-
scapes of Southeastern
New Mexico.”

By the time of his death
in 1984, Hurd had become
synonymous with New
Mexico. His obituary in
the New York Times was
headlined, “Peter Hurd,
Painter of Southwest.”

If you go
■■ New Mexico Farm & Ranch

Heritage Museum is located at

4100 Dripping Springs Road in

Las Cruces. 
■■ Hours: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Monday through Saturday and

noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday. 

easternnewmexiconews.com
Your source for local news and sports



❏ Dannah Brown
retiring after 52 years
with J.P. Stone.

By Jamie Cushman
STAFF WRITER

jcushman@thenews.email

PORTALES — Dannah
Brown, then Roberts, went to
work at J.P. Stone Community
Bank in Portales back in the
1960s, hired before she had even
finished high school. Now after
52 years, she’s ready for retire-
ment. 

“It’s time. There’s time for
everything and it just came about
that it seems like the thing to
do,” Brown said Monday about
her upcoming retirement.

The bank is set to honor
Brown from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on
Thursday at its main location,
109 E. Second St., coinciding
with its annual open house.

Brown, 70, is retiring as a sen-
ior vice president, though she’s
held just about every title at the
bank that you can imagine,
besides president and loan offi-
cer.

“I started out in the bookkeep-
ing department, I went to proof
operator, then to teller, to head
bookkeeper, then was in the loan
department. I’ve done payroll
and I was in charge of credit
administration and loan docu-
mentation,” Brown said.

Born and raised in Roosevelt

County, Brown attended Rogers
and Dora schools before moving
to Portales when she was in jun-
ior high, graduating from
Portales High School in 1966.
There she took all the business
classes she could and enjoyed
them, so as a senior she applied
at the bank.

“Really financially it would
have been hard for me to go to
school so I heard the bank was
hiring,” Brown said. “They
called me and hired me before I
graduated. I was out of school a
week and then came to work.
They said,  ‘Take a little time
off.’ Well I took off a week.”

Bank President David Stone
said his father, Douglas B.
Stone, hired Brown just about on
the spot and since then she’s
done everything asked of her.

“She’s exactly what a bank
officer ought to be. She’s intelli-
gent, she’s considerate and lov-
ing and proud, any adjective that
you could use that’s complimen-
tary, you could use it on her,”
Stone said.

He said at one time, Brown
served as his secretary.

“Dannah is a real mild, quiet,
sweet lady and I’d have some
disgruntled customers that
would come in my office and
start talking louder and louder
and louder and I’d be talking
louder and louder and louder and
all of a sudden Dannah would
get up quietly and just close my
door so they couldn’t hear it out-
side,” Stone said. 

Senior Vice President Linda
Davis, who has known Brown
for nearly her entire life, said she
will miss Brown’s vast knowl-
edge of the bank accrued over
50-plus years.

Staff photo: Jamie Cushman

Dannah Brown, senior vice president at J.P. Stone Community
Bank in Portales, stands next to a plaque in her honor currently
located in the bank’s entrance. Brown will be honored with a
retirement reception following 52 years at the bank on Thursday.
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Thanks for your service, Harvie Winkles

Courtesy photo 

The State Line Tribune published Harvie Winkles’ last message
home on Nov. 29, 1968. 

Growing up, he was a sack
boy at the Capital Food
grocery store in Farwell.

He delivered newspapers for a
while.

The 1966 graduate of Texico
High School also worked at Fab-
Steel in Clovis, and on several area
farms before entering the military
as a teenager.

Fifty years ago today, Harvie
Winkles’ family learned of his
death on a battlefield in Vietnam,
near Da Nang.

So today is a good day to
remember his too-short life.

The State Line Tribune newspa-
per reported he was a Navy man,
attached to a Marine unit as a hos-
pital corpsman. He was killed in
Operation Meade River. History
books tell us that was a “search
and clear mission” in an area
known to U.S. Marines as Dodge
City because it was the site of fre-

quent ambushes and gunfights.
Winkles, 20, was one of five

Americans killed in the battle on
Dec. 8, 1968, two days before he
was scheduled to have been reas-
signed to hospital duty.

He was posthumously presented
with the Navy Commendation
Medal for meritorious service.

State Line Tribune Publisher
John Getz summed up the commu-
nity’s feelings in his front-page
column a few days after news of

the twin cities’ first Vietnam casu-
alty was received.

“This week it is the sad and
painful duty of the Tribune to
report on the death of one of our
local boys serving in Vietnam. Just
several weeks ago we ran a picture
of this lad wishing the home folks
a ‘Happy Thanksgiving.’ Now we
must report his loss in a vain, pro-
tracted struggle in a far and for-
eign land.

“We think he was sent there to
protect us at home. Possibly he
should have been kept in the States
to protect us against rioting and
lawless elements seeking to disrupt
our way of life in the homeland.
Never in our national history have
so many American lives been lost
in so vain a struggle, with so little
support from either the govern-
ment or the people. Harvie

David
Stevens

◆

Publisher
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Pastor Alan Brockmeier conducts a reading in honor of Rev. Frederick B. “Ted” Howden Jr. during Tuesday’s memorial service
at St. James Episcopal Church in Clovis, recognizing the chaplain to the 200th Coast Artillery who died in a prisoner of war camp
in 1942 following the Bataan Death March.

Clovis to
consider
600-acre
purchase
❏ Land west of base
would be used for solar
energy development.

By David Grieder
STAFF WRITER

dgrieder@thenews.email

CLOVIS — Let the sun shine: Clovis
City commissioners on Thursday will
consider purchasing more than 600 acres
of land west of Cannon Air Force Base
for the development of solar energy and
other resources.

The request for approval notes a fiscal
impact of $1.25 million from the city’s
Economic Development Tax Fund for
the purchase of about 633 acres belong-
ing to Mr. and Mrs. Sam Snell, according
to documents released on the city web-
site in advance of Thursday evening’s
commission meeting. 

“The City has considered acquiring the
property for use as an industrial park for
the development of renewable solar
energy and other services,” said the doc-
ument. “The industrial park acquisition
has been evaluated and recommended by
the Executive Committee of the Clovis
Industrial Development Corporation
(CIDC) subject to any income from the
land being credited to the economic
development tax fund up to the purchase
price.”

City Manager Justin Howalt said the
city “could potentially receive revenues
off of leasing the property,” and noted
the interest from partners at Cannon
AFB. 

“They have renewable energy goals
through the Air Force, and the city of
Clovis and (the Clovis Industrial
Development Corporation) have been
working with various solar developers
and there was potential for the city of
Clovis to be able to assist in this
process,” he explained. 

Thursday’s meeting is scheduled for
5:15 p.m. at the Clovis-Carver Library,
preceded by an executive session at 4:30
p.m. regarding “the acquisition or dis-
posal of real property.” Also on the meet-
ing agenda:

■ Presentation of awards from the
Dec. 1 Christmas Parade down Clovis’
Main Street. 

■ Request for approval to donate two
fire apparatus pieces to Curry County to
the Broadview Fire Department. 

■ Consideration of a 20-year compre-
hensive plan for Clovis, following
approval of which would commence “a
plan of work to implement the recom-
mendations,” according to city docu-
ments. As the name suggests, the com-
prehensive plan addresses planning ele-
ments “regarding land use, housing, eco-
nomic development, infrastructure,
water resources, transportation, public
facilities and services and implementa-
tion.” 

■ Request for approval of a resolution
to issue taxable Industrial Revenue
Bonds (IRB) for an electrical transmis-
sion line serving the Grady Martin Wind
Project, which has worked with CIDC
the past few years. 

Bank honoring longtime employee
BUSINESS FEATURE Fast facts

■■ WWhhaatt:: Dannah Brown retirement

reception
■■ WWhheenn:: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Thursday

■■ WWhheerree:: J.P. Stone Community

Bank, 109 E. Second St., Portales
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By Jaycie Chesser
LOVINGTON LEADER

LOVINGTON — It’s a
bird … It’s a plane … It’s a
drone! That’s what students
enrolled in the new tech-
nology course offerings at
Lovington High School are
flying this fall. 

LMS employee Nathaniel
DeLaCruz, who teaches the
classes, said the courses
will help students to see
possible career choices that
they might not have previ-
ously been aware of.

“The courses will also
help students to gain first-
hand experience with skills
that will be valuable as
they begin their career or
college searches,” he said.
“These skills include the
engineering process, drone
piloting, coding, using
CAD, and using electronic
equipment.”

The five new classes
include coding, robotics,
drones, technology and

instrumentation, and tech-
nical drawing. 

“There were three goals
these courses were imple-
mented to meet,”
DeLaCruz said. “The first
is to further the high
school’s efforts to push stu-
dents toward Science,
Technology, Engineering
and Mathematic (STEM)
fields. The second goal was
to combat the dropout rate
that is seen in Lovington
by primarily male students.
The third goal was to
inform students about pos-
sible career choices where
a college degree may not
be required.”

In coding, students learn
the basics of computer pro-
gramming using the Python
language. Students learn
the basic safety and rules
regarding drone use in the
drones class as well as the
process involved in becom-
ing a commercial drone
pilot. Technology and
instrumentation teaches

students about the differ-
ences between AC and DC
circuits, the basics of elec-
tronics, units of electricity,
and types of circuits.

In robotics class, stu-
dents will program robots
to do numerous tasks and
move on to more founda-
tional robotics skill later
on in the year when they
will construct, program
and compete against oth-
ers using the more
advanced VEX Robotics
equipment.

Technical drawing teach-
es students about the draft-
ing process and gives them
experience with drafting by
hand before transitioning
into using Computer Aided
Design (CAD) techniques
for civil, mechanical and
architectural drawing.

“Many students are
excited to have something
different at school,”
DeLaCruz said.
“Additionally, many stu-
dents like the hands-on
learning that takes place
with these types of cours-
es.”

The classes are consid-
ered elective courses and
are offered to all students
at Lovington High School
in grades 10-12, with an
average of 20-25 students

in each class period.
“The new course offer-

ings at LHS will provide
students with hands-on
experience with emerging
technologies and relevant
career options,” said
LeAnne Gandy, Lovington

Municipal Schools super-
intendent. “These classes
evolved through student
interest surveys and a
strong desire to equip our
students with diverse skill
sets to be successful adults
in a high tech world.”

Courtesy photo

Students at Lovington High School practice flying
drones.
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Alexander Loya
Age:  24
City of Residence: El Paso,

TX
Date & Place of Birth:May

24, 1994 in Clovis, NM
Date & Place of Death:

December 6, 2018 in El Paso,
TX

Services: Were held on
December 11, 2018 at Steed
Todd Funeral Home in CLovis
for info 575-763-5541 

Arrangements by Steed
Todd Funeral Home
www.steedtodd.com

Terry D. Brewer
Age:  67
City of Residence:

Albuquerque, NM
Date & Place of Birth: June

26, 1951 in Clovis, NM
Date & Place of Death:

December 6, 2018 on
Albuquerque, NM

Services:  Cremation has
taken place under the direction
of Direct Cremation and
Burial Services.

Arrangements by: Direct
Cremation & Burial Services,
Albuquerque, NM

Theresa Shaaf
Age:  75
City of Residence:  Visalia,

CA
Date & Place of Birth: June

26, 1943 in New Mexico
Date & Place of Death:

Dec. 3, 2018 in Tulare, CA
Occupation:   Teacher
Services:  The Rosary will

be recited at 9:00 AM, Mon.,
Dec. 10, 2018 at St. Helen
Catholic Church in Portales
with the Mass of the
Resurrection to

follow at 10:00 AM.
Interment:  Portales

Cemetery
Arrangements by Wheeler

Mortuary, 575-356-4455,
wheelermortuary.net

Bob Johnson
Age: 90
City of Residence: Clovis,

NM 
Date & Place of Birth:

August 31, 1928 in Clovis
Date & Place of

Death:December 6, 2018 in
CLovis

Services: Graveside serv-
ices were held on Thursday,
December 6, 2018 at Lawn
Haven Cemetery.

Arrangements by Steed
Todd Funeral Home 575-
763-5541

Maria Rodriguez 
Age:  76 
City of Residence:  Portales 
Date & Place of Birth:

4/15/1942, Encino, NM 
Date & Place of Death:

12/9/2018, Lubbock, TX 
Services:  Rosary - 6:30 PM

Friday, 12/14/2018 - Wheeler
Mortuary Chapel
Funeral Service - 10:30 AM
Saturday, 12/15/2018 -
Wheeler Mortuary Chapel
Interment:  N/A - Cremation 

Arrangements by Wheeler
Mortuary, 575-356-4455,
wheelermortuary.net 

Robert J. Sandvick
Age: 87 
City of Residence:

Lubbock, TX
Date & Place of Birth:

October 30, 1931 in Glasgow,
MT

Date & Place of Death:
May 15, 2018 in Lubbock, TX

Arrangements by Agape
Funeral Chapel & Crematory,
Lubbock, TX

Shirley A. Sandwick
Age: 83 
City of Residence:

Lubbock, TX
Date & Place of Birth:

July 4, 1935 in Farwell, TX
Date & Place of Death:

November 4, 2018 in
Lubbock, TX

Arrangements by Agape
Funeral Chapel &
Crematory, Lubbock TX

Hermelinda Hernandez
Age:  89
City of Residence:  Portales,

NM
Date & Place of Birth: Sept

22, 1929 in San Antonio, TX
Date & Place of Death:

Dec. 10, 2018 in Portales, NM
Services:  The Rosary will

be recited at 9:00 AM, Fri.,
Dec. 14, 2018 at St. Helen
Catholic Church, and the
Mass of the Resurrection will
follow at 

10:00AM.
Interment:  Portales

Cemetery
Arrangements by Wheeler

Mortuary, 575-356-4455,
wheelermortuary.net

Obituaries
Death notices

Winkles went, served, and
died.

“Let the might and
majesty of the law take a
firm stand on the campus
rioters and the ‘Hell no I
won’t go’ crowd, and exact
their obligations as citizens
or send them to the Red
countries they so desire to
emulate.”

Texico Mayor Howard
Billingsley and Farwell
Mayor Elmer Hargrove pro-
claimed a day of mourning
for Dec. 22, 1968, when
Winkles’ funeral was held.
He was buried in Lawn
Haven Memorial Gardens in
Clovis.

David Stevens is pub-
lisher for Clovis Media Inc.
Contact him at:
dstevens@thenews.email

Stevens
from Page 1B

“My mother and dad had a
family business and so
before I started school every
day I went with my mom to
do the banking and Dannah
was the drive-in teller and I
was 5, and now I’ve worked
with her for 40 years,” Davis
said.

“She’s a great leader, hard
worker, cares greatly about
the people she works with
and she’s just always been, I
don’t know if you want to
call her a staple or steady
here at the bank, she’s been
here so many years a lot of
people rely on her.”

Brown has seen the busi-
ness change considerably
over her 52 years, perhaps
most drastically in the late
1970s with the introduction
of computers and automated
banking.

“When I first came we
hand sorted in alphabetical
order all the checks that
came in, there was no such
thing as an account number
and we did all the hand post-
ing and balancing, nothing
was automated when I first
came,” Brown said.

She said working at the
bank this long was never her
intention. She planned to
start a family with her now

husband of 51 years Gene,
which she did, having a son
and a daughter, and now
eight grandchildren. The
changing times with more
women entering the work-
force, along with the oppor-
tunities the bank afforded
her to take time off to care
for her family, turned a job
fresh out of high school into
a five-decade long career.

“I just kept working and
enjoyed it and before I knew
it, it was 52 years,” Brown
said.

Following her retirement,
Brown said she hopes to
spend more time with her
grandchildren and her 96-
year old mother.

“I’m sure I’m going to
miss coming down here
when you’ve done it that
many years; it’s going to
take a little adjustment,”
Brown said. “And the peo-
ple, the employees and the
opportunity I’ve had to be a
part of their lives too, but
I’m anxious to spend more
time with grandchildren
activities.”

Thursday’s retirement
reception is open to all.

“We’d just like anybody
that knew her or worked
with her or is friends with
her to come by that day and
congratulate her on her 52
years and her retirement,”
Davis said.

Brown
from Page 1B

Courtesy photo

A drone
and con-
troller used
in the
class. 

Lovington students hone engineering skills
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Wyley N. Mauldin Jr.
August 16, 1933  -  December 8, 2018 

Celebration of life services
for Wyley N. Mauldin, Jr 85,
of  Lubbock will  be held  at
11  am,  Wednesday,  De-
cember  12,  2018,  at  the
First  United  Methodist
Church with Dr. Craig Curry
officiating. Visitation will  be
held from 5-7 pm, Tueday,
December  11,  at
Resthaven Funeral Home. 
Wyley  passed  from  this

life Saturday, December 8,
2018. He was born August
16, 1933, to the late Wyley,
Sr and Rubye Mauldin. He
married the love of his life,
Mildred Beall, April 5, 1953, and together they had 5 chil-
dren.  Wyley dedicated his life to education serving first as
a coach and later as a superintendent. He was very active
in volunteer work and was a faithful  member of the First
United Methodist Church. 
Those left to cherish his memory are his loving wife of 65

years,  Mildred  Mauldin;  five  children,  Larry  Mauldin  of
Harper, Mike Mauldin and wife, Beverley of Hereford, Paul
Mauldin  and  wife  Shannon,  of  Weatherford,  Julie  Arm-
strong and husband, Kirk of Corinth and Janet Powell and
husband  James  of  Lubbock;  13  grandchildren,  12  great
grandchildren and 1 great great grandchild.  
Arrangements are under the direction of Resthaven Fu-

neral Home & Memorial Park, Lubbock, TX.  Online condo-
lences may be offered on our website at www.resthavenfu-
neralhome.com.  

Salvador “Sal” Betancourt
March 14, 1948  -  December 09, 2018

Salvador  "Sal"  Betan-
court,  70,  of  Clovis,  NM
died Sunday, December 9,
2018, at Covenant Special-
ty Hospital in Lubbock, TX.
A  visitation  will  be  held
from 1:00  pm to  5:30  pm
on Wednesday,  December
12,  2018,  at  The  Chapel,
1500 Thornton,  Clovis.   A
vigil will be held from 5:30
pm to 7:00 pm on Wednes-
day,  December  12,  2018,
at  The  Chapel.  A funeral
service  will  be  held  at
10:00 am on Thursday, De-
cember  13,  2018,  at  The
Chapel  with  Pastor  David
Lombrana officiating.  Buri-
al will follow at Lawn Haven
Memorial Gardens with US
ARMY Military Honors.  David Garcia, Alex Ponce Sr., Jose
Alvarado, Alex Ponce Jr., Adonizio Ponce, Freddy Barros,
Garbriel Betancourt, and A.J. Garcia will serve as pallbear-
ers.  Pastor David Lombrana, Pastor Richard Masterson,
and Pastor Pete Jaramillo will be honorary pallbearers.
Sal was born March 14, 1948, in Clovis, NM to Victor Be-

tancourt and Tillie  Sandoval Betancourt.   He married Ida
Garcia July 1, 2000, in Clovis, NM.  Sal proudly served his
country in the US ARMY from 1967 to 1968, he was the re-
cipient of the Purple Heart Medal, National Defense Ser-
vice  Medal,  Vietnam  Service  Medal,  Vietnam  Campaign
Medal, Sharpshooter Badge with  Machine Gun Bar, and
Marksman Badge with Rifle Bar . He enjoyed woodworking,
fishing, camping, attending church, and spending time with
his grandchildren.  He was a member of Legacy Life Family
Church.
Survivors include: his wife; Ida Betancourt of Clovis, NM,

three  daughters;  Crusita  (Alex)  Ponce,  Michelle  Garcia,
and  Denise  (Freddy)  Barros  of  Clovis,  NM,  son;  David
(Veronica) Garcia of Killeen, TX, siblings; Viola (Val) Val-
pando of Colorado, Arthur (Tina) Gonzales of Roswell, NM,
Victor (Billy) Betancourt Jr. of Amarillo, TX, Madelyn (Joe)
Cruz  of  Albuquerque,  NM,  Mary  (David)  Sena  of  Albu-
querque, NM, Rose (Roger) Lopez of Amarillo, TX, Antonio
(Rosemarie) Betancourt of Amarillo, TX, Carmella Hernan-
dez of  Friona, TX,  Josie (George)  Lopez of Clovis,  NM,
Darlene Gomez of Rio Rancho, NM, 18 grandchildren, 22
great-grandchildren  and  numerous  extended  family.   He
was preceded in death by his parents; Victor and Tillie Be-
tancourt, first wife; Doris Betancourt,  and three sons; Sal
Betancourt Jr., Saunty Betancourt, and Isidro Garcia.
Arrangements  have  been  entrusted  to  Muffley  Funeral

Home, 575-762-4435, www.muffleyfuneralhome.com 

Raymond Allen Welker
November 12, 1938  -  December 9, 2018

Raymond  Allen  Welker
was born in Pittsburgh, PA
and  grew  up  attending
Pittsburgh Public Schools,
graduating  from  Connelly
Vocational High School.
His  father  taught  him  to
read  music  and  play  pi-
ano.  During  his  teen
years, he became very ill
which  was  later  recog-
nized as Crohn's disease.
When his condition went

into  remission,  he  was
able  to  complete  high
school  and  also  get  fur-
ther education as an elec-
trical  technician.  He
worked  for  George  Hyde
Production Company doing recordings and setting up au-
dio-visual equipment for public gatherings including record-
ing Hubert Humphrey when he campaigned in Pittsburgh.
When  the  company  owner  died,  he  went  to  work  for  a
prominent florist in Pittsburgh to be their most reliable deliv-
ery person,  setting up floral  arrangements for  weddings,
Christmas displays and other occasions. In  his  young
years, Ray was a member of the Lorenz Avenue Evangeli-
cal United Brethren Church which later merged with four
other  churches  to  become  Immanuel  United  Methodist
Church. He sang in the choir and loved singing solos for
weddings and special occasions. He held many offices in
the church including chairing the Trustees Committee and
the  Administrative  Council,  Sunday  School  teacher,  and
Sunday School Superintendent. Ray also loved to travel
and photograph sites along the way. He camped with his
family in New England and the Canadian provinces. One of
his favorite travels took him to Israel and Egypt with his sis-
ter, Betty, and brother-in-law, Ed. He took myriad pictures
and developed a slide show with music as a guided tour of
the Holy Land. His other favorite trips were his seven cruis-
es with his brother, Art, and sister-in-law, Miriam, to West-
ern Caribbean, Curacao, Acapulco, Eastern Caribbean, Ba-
hamas, and Hawaii along with his solo cruise to the Pana-
ma Canal. Upon retirement, Ray moved to Portales, NM to
live near his brother, Art, and sister-in-law, Miriam. He soon
became totally  involved within the First  United Methodist
Church in Portales where he sang in the choir, served as
worship  chairperson,  and  bus  driver  and  helper  for  the
King's Kids ministry. He was also the treasurer for the Se-
nior Center board in Portales.
He is survived by his brother, Arthur M. Welker (Miriam) of

Portales and sister,  Elizabeth Welker Clarke (Edward) of
Ford City, PA; nephews, Paul Welker (Jessie) of San Anto-
nio, TX, Ralph Welker (Nancy) of Coppers Cove,TX, and
Grant Welker of Portales; niece, Launa Clarke McKee (Jef-
frey) of Slidell,  LA; and great-nieces and nephews, David
Welker,  Michael  Welker,Renee  Berban,  Carolyn  Welker,
Richard Welker, Stephanie Boivin, Kara Morgan,Amber An-
tonuccio,  Jordan  Antonuccio;  and  several  great-great
nieces and nephews. 
He was predeceased by his parents, Ralph and Bertha

Reichenbach Welker, and his nephew Eric Welker. He will
be greatly missed by his family and many friends.
Ray lived a remarkable life and as his last act of selfless-

ness, he donated his body to Texas Tech Medical School
for the betterment of science. There will be a memorial ser-
vice for him on Monday, December 17, at 2:00 PM at the
First United Methodist Church in Portales, NM. Memorials
can be given to the First United Methodist Church in Por-
tales, NM in his memory. 
Arrangements are under the direction of Wheeler Mortu-

ary of Portales.575-356-4455,wheelermortuary.net

Paul Joe Silva
March 17, 1964  -  November 24, 2018

Paul J Silva passed away
the  morning  of  November
24,  2018,  in  Clovis,  New
Mexico.  Services  will  be
held on Sunday, December
16th at 2:00 PM with Lega-
cy Life Family Church, lo-
cated on 622 N. Main St.
Paul was born March 17,

1964, in Fort Sumner, New
Mexico  to  his  loving  par-
ents,  Elizabeth  and  Felix
Silva.  Paul  played  for  the
Clovis High School football
team  and  graduated  in
1982.  Growing  up  he
would  often  go  hunting
with his father and enjoyed
archery. Paul began work-
ing  as  a  manager  at  the
age of 18 and continued to work in management for the re-
mainder of his life. Some of which included Allsup's, Col-
ortyme, Officemax, Harbor Freight, and Petsmart.
He married his loving wife of 25 years, Sandra Ulibarri, on

April  5,  1993.  He ws a loving father  to  four  children,  to
whom he cherished very dearly. Paul was always happiest
when he was around his family and was known to have a
contagious smile. Some would say he was a father figure to
many people outside of his own family. 
Paul was a very hardworking man who always  dedicated

himself to his job. Other than work, some of his favorite ac-
tivities included camping with his family and friends, fishing
with his daughters, singing karaoke with his cousins, cook-
ing on his grill,  and watching his lifelong favorite football
team, The Dallas Cowboys. Paul also had a love for ani-
mals and had many pets. He was a fan of the show Star
Trek and loved listening to ACDC, Def Leppard, and KC &
The Sunshine Band.
Paul is preceded in death by his father, Felix J. Silva and

his son, Nathan L. Silva.
Survivors include his wife, Sandra Silva; his three daugh-

ters,  Melissa  Silva,  Kristyn  Silva,  and  Brianna  Silva;  his
mother,  Elizabeth  Silva;  two  brothers,  Mark  Silva  and
Phillip  Silva;  and five grandchildren,  Isaiah  Silva,  Kieara
Ray, Aaliah Silva Jamarion Dickson, and Timothy Dickson.

Norma L. Beazell
September 28, 1923  -  December 5, 2018

Norma Louise Nelson was
born into the home of John
F. Nelson and Sarah Daw-
son Nelson at 27 Scott Av-
enue,  in  Chautauqua,  New
York  on  September  28lh
1923.  Norma  was  the
youngest of 4 children. After
completing high school she
attended  nursing  school  at
the Buffalo Children's Hos-
pital  in  Buffalo  New  York.
She then returned to Chau-
tauqua  and  on  May  5"'
1946, she married Garrett M
Mitchell  Jr.  at  the  Hurlbut
Methodist  Church.  They
had  three  sons,  Garrett  M
Mitchell III in 1949, Norman Mitchell in 1951, and Thomas
C. Mitchell in 1953. Norma held various jobs as the family
moved from New York to Indiana and then back to New
York. They also lived in  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts
where Norma was head nurse in the neo-natal intensive
care unit at St. Vincent's Hospital in Worcester, Ma. They
were active in square dancing and were past presidents of
the  Hayloft  Steppers.  Norma  and  Garrett  retired  from
Worcester and moved to Stow, New York where they lived
on the old family farm. They were active in the Harmony
Historical society and the North Harmony Senior Citizens.
Garrett Mitchell Jr. passed away in 1991 and Norma stayed
on at the farm until 2005. On April 16th 2005 Norma mar-
ried  William  H.  Beazell  and  the  newlyweds  moved  to
Kingsport, TN. They lived happily there until 2014 when Bill
was  diagnosed with a terminal  illness.  At that  time they
moved  to  Clovis,  New Mexico  so  that  Norma would  be
close to her son Garrett and his wife Patty. Garrett's chil-
dren also live in the area so Norma was able to see grand-
children, great grandchildren and great great grandchildren.
William Beazell died in Clovis, NM on Jan 7th 2015. Norma
continued to reside at  the Senior  Residence  Center and
then Wheatfields Assisted Living in Clovis, NM until she be-
came ill and died on December the 5th 2018, at Plains Re-
gional Medical Center in Clovis, NM.
Norma was preceded in death by her parents, her brother

and her sisters, her second born son, Norman, and both of
her  husbands.  She is  survived by her two  sons,  Garrett
(Patty)  Mitchell  of  Clovis,  NM  and  Thomas  (Dorothy)
Mitchell  of  Severn,  MD.,  Grandchildren  Krista  (Jose)  Ar-
guello of Clovis, NM, Kevin (Jinjer) Mitchell of Canyon TX,
Great Grandchildren Alexis, Jordan, Kiele, and Aiden Ar-
guello of Clovis, NM and Chelsea Mitchell of Canyon, TX
and Great Great Grandson Cayson Mitchell of Canyon, TX.
She is further survived by several nieces and nephews.
No local services will be held, cremation will  take place

and her ashes will  placed with her  first husband Garrett
Mitchell in Jamestown, NY, at a later date. Memorials can
be  made  to  the  American  Diabetes  Association  or  the
American Heart Association.
Services are under the care of Steed Todd Funeral Home,

800 E Manana, Clovis NM 88101 (575)  763-5541.   You
may sign the online guest registry at www.steedtodd.com.

Madeen Casey
February 15, 1922  -  December 9, 2018

Funeral  services  for
Madeen Casey,  96,  of  Por-
tales,  will  be  at  10:00  AM,
Wednesday,  December  12,
2018, in the Wheeler Mortu-
ary  Chapel  with  Scott  P.
Reeves  officiating.   Burial
will  follow  in  the  Portales
Cemetery  with  Todd
Tivis,Chad  Tivis,  Shannon
Dever,  Tom  Madewell,  Dy-
lan  Madewell  and  Anthony
Ramos serving as pallbear-
ers.  Her honorary pallbear-
ers will  be the  members of
the Adult IV Sunday School
Department of the First Bap-
tist  Church  and  the  mem-
bers of the Roosevelt  Gen-
eral Hospital Auxiliary.
Madeen Casey passed  away on December  9,  2018, in

Clovis.  She was born February 15,1922, in Taiban, NM to
the home of Samuel and Leola Bass.  When she was six
month old,  the family  moved to West Texas  where they
lived until moving to Portales in 1938.  On November 22,
1941 in Roswell, NM she was united in marriage with Verlin
Casey.  The couple had four daughters.
Madeen was a faithful member of the First Baptist Church

and the Golden Circle Sunday School Class in Portales.
She was also a member of the Roosevelt General Hospital
Auxiliary which she joined in 1984.  She enjoyed working
as a Pink Lady for more than 20 years.
Madeen is survived by three daughters and their families,

Deniece and Bob Morgan of Clovis, Phyllis Dever of Clovis,
and Patricia and Ted Tivis of Roswell, NM; four grandchil-
dren, Todd Tivis, Chad Tivis, Sondra (Tommy) Madewell,
and Shannon Dever; four great-grandchildren, Chasity (An-
thony)  Madewell,  Dylan  (Amy)  Madewell,  Tiffani  (Justin)
Tivis and Taylor Tivis ;four great-great-grandchildren; and a
sister, Jack Nuttall of S. D.  
She was preceded in death by her husband Verlin Casey

who  passed  away  July  28,  1993,a  daughter,  Thailia
Verdeen;  four  brothers,  Dutch,  V.  C.,  Henry and Max L.
Bass and a sister, Beatrice Jones.
Arrangements are under the direction of Wheeler Mortu-

ary of Portales.575-356-4455,wheelermortuary.net

Lavon Rhodes
September 5, 1933  -  December 8, 2018

Funeral  services for  Lavon
Rhodes, 85, of  Portales will
be at 2:00 PM,Tuesday, De-
cember  11,  2018,  in  the
Wheeler  Mortuary  Chapel
with  Rev.  Roland McGregor
officiating.  Burial  will  follow
in  the  Portales  Cemetery
with  Willis  Wade,  Joey
Dunsworth, Kyler Dunsworth,
Chad  Rhodes,  Josh  Plum-
mer  and  Anthony  Rhodes
serving as pallbearers.
Lavon  Rhodes  was  born

September 5, 1933, in Elida,
NM  to  the  home  of  Jewel
(Bostick) and Joseph W. Singleton, and died December 8,
2018, in Lubbock, TX.  On July 18, 1949, in Portales she
was married to Louis Rhodes.  They left the area soon after
their marriage, and moved to Silver City.  In the mid 1950's
they began moving with his job with the Telephone compa-
ny. They continued moving for the next several years until
finally being settled in Santa Rosa where they lived until
1970. After her husband retired in 1982 they moved to Le
Flore, OK, and then 1989 they went to Palmyra, IL to make
their home near their son.  In early August 2018 they re-
turned to Portales.
Mrs. Rhodes enjoyed doing things with her hands.  She

was  a  talented  artist,  and  also  made  various  carvings.
Lavon  also  enjoyed  sewing  and  crocheting.  She  was  a
member of the Methodist Church.
She is survived by Louis, her husband of more than 69

years;  two  sons  and  daughters-in-law,  Mike  and  Marcia
Rhodes of Palmyra, IL and Larry and Debbie Rhodes of
Oklahoma  City,  OK;  another  daughter-in-law,  Katy  Hol-
loway  of  Tolar,  TX;  four  grandchildren,  Chad  (Amber)
Rhodes, Anthony Rhodes,  Mary(Rusty)  Evans and Paula
(Josh) Plummer; 9 great-grandchildren; and a sister, Mau-
dine Helmer of Portales.  
She  was  preceded in  death  by  both  of  her  parents,  a

brother, Charles Singleton, two sisters, Audie Tidwell and
Mildred  Archer,  a  granddaughter,  Shawn Marie  Rhodes
who died in 1989 and a son, Howard Rhodes who died in
1981.
Arrangements are under the direction of Wheeler Mortu-

ary of Portales.575-356-4455, wheelermortuary.net

Edna J. Robberson
October 7, 1913  -  December 11, 2018

Edna J. Robberson, 105,
of Clovis passed away on
December 11, 2018.   She
was born October 7, 1913,
in  House,  New Mexico  to
Grover  Clifton  Smith  and
Willie Sue Bell Smith.  She
attended school and grad-
uated  from high  school  in
House.  She married Elmer
P.  Robberson  on  April  4,
1936.   They  farmed  and
ranched  in  the  McAlister
community.   Edna  loved
music  and  played  the  pi-
ano  in  the  Methodist
church  for  many  years.
When they retired,  they moved to  Clovis.   She  enjoyed
singing  with  groups  and  attending  singing  conventions.
She was a member of Trinity United Methodist Church.  
She is preceded in death by her daughter, Shirley J. Mal-

lory; her parent; and her brothers and sisters.  
Survivors include one daughter, ElVerna Robbie (Donnie)

Sparks; five grandchildren: Brenda Mallory (Mike) Gottlieb,
Linda  Mallory  Saidla,  Melissa  Sparks  (Jim)  Lettis,  Robb
(Ellen)  Sparks,  Amy  J.  Sparks  (Nathan)  DeVries;  nine
great-grandchildren and one great great-grandchild.
Visitation will  be from 1:00pm to 7:00pm at Steed Todd

Funeral Home on Friday December 14, 2018.  Funeral ser-
vices will be Saturday, December 15, 2018, at 10:00am at
Trinity United Methodist Church in Clovis.  Burial will be in
Lawn Haven Memorial Gardens.  
Service are under the care of Steed Todd Funeral Home,

800 E Manana, Clovis NM 88101 (575)  763-5541.   You
may sign the online guest registry at www.steed todd.com. 

Obituaries

Today
Madeen Casey — 10

a.m. at the Wheeler
Mortuary Chapel, Portales

Wyley Mauldin Jr — 11
a.m. (CST) at First United
Methodist Church, Lubbock

Lucille Paul — 11 a.m. at
the Steed-Todd Funeral
Home Chapel, Clovis

Thursday
Salvador Betancourt —

10 a.m. at The Chapel,
Clovis

Friday
Hermelinda Hernandez

— 10 a.m. at St. Helen

Catholic Chuch, Portales
Saturday

Edna Robberson — 10
a.m. at Trinity United
Methodist Church, Clovis

Maria Rodriguez —
10:30 a.m. at the Wheeler
Mortuary Chapel, Portales

Sunday
Paul Silva — 2 p.m. at

Legacy Life Family Church,
Clovis

Monday
Raymond Welker — 2

p.m. at First United
Methodist Church, Portales

Funerals
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Letters  to  Santa
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World may be crazy but
God breathtakingly wise
If extraterrestrials were

to land in our part of
the world seeking

intelligent life, I often think
they’d return to their moth-
ership reporting that none
exists.

I do not believe extrater-
restrials exist, but on this
point, I tend to agree with
their nonexistent little
selves.  

We pay for little plastic
bottles filled up with water
most often from municipal
water supplies exotic
because they are not ours.
Refilling a bottle from our
own tap is evidently unbear-
ably difficult.

We pay appalling prices
for devices designed prima-
rily for use in communica-
tion, chain ourselves to
them as their indentured ser-
vants, and allow them to
snuff out real communica-
tion with folks we love in
the same room.

The same country that
once sent barely-college-age
kids to fight for freedom
and dodge (or not) bullets
and shrapnel in world wars
now sends kids to colleges
with “safe zones” lest reality
and free speech be too much
for them to bear.

Sorry for this picture, but
in our culture, I could actu-
ally pull my pants down
around my ankles, show off
my underwear, and whine
that people are “disrespect-
ing” me. May I summon all
the eloquence of the English
language to comment,
“Duh.”

In this land where most of
us have way too much to

eat, models starve them-
selves to try to look or be
anorexic while over 20,000
people in our world die of
hunger each day. Shrink
wrap fashions in our land
seem absolutely designed to
make girls of normal weight
suddenly look and feel like
they’re 20 pounds over the
“limit” and deprive them of
their already lagging self-
esteem. 

As a grandfather of some
beautiful little girls
approaching the teenage
years, I confess that if I hear
anyone say “weight” around
them, I will be sorely tempt-
ed to nail his or her tongue
to the wall and set the fool
afire.

That’s not funny, but, for-
give me, this tickles my
“truth is stranger than fic-
tion” funny bone: In Texas,
we just witnessed a Senate
race between a Robert
Francis “Beto” O’Rourke
and a Rafael Edward Cruz.
It’s not hard to figure out
which candidate leans pretty
hard left and which leans
pretty hard right, or, for
whatever difference it
makes (none), which is of
Irish descent and which of
Cuban, but it was a good
reminder to avoid stereo-
types. If an Ian Alexander
Sean O’Guitierrez runs for

governor, I’ll not try to
guess his politics, but I’ll
likely vote for him just to
get to chuckle — and for
that aforementioned
reminder.  

And, back to the
“Emperor Has No Clothes
But We Buy Them Anyway”
fashion category, we’re
quite used to folks, mostly
with no more holes in their
heads than the general popu-
lation, buying jeans with
put-there-on-purpose rips
for which they pay good
money in pursuit of holey-
ness. 

My favorite old Henley
shirt has developed gaping
holes in the sleeve-ends. I
hate to part with it, but I’m
tempted to jack up the price,
pay someone to sneak it in
to a teeny or tweeny section
of Macy’s, start a trend, and
start raking in the profits.

Long ago, Jesus said basi-
cally that Wisdom was
everybody’s mama, or at
least that everyone claimed
to be her (wiser than aver-
age) child. We do crazy
things in her name.

Yet how’s this for uni-
verse-class crazy, complete-
ly “over the top?” God
sending his only Son as a
baby in Bethlehem! But it
wasn’t crazy at all. Within it
was the breathtaking wis-
dom of God himself, mixed
with unimaginable love.

Curtis Shelburne writes
about faith for The Eastern
New Mexico News.
Contact him at

ckshel@aol.com

Curtis
Shelburne

◆

Religion 
columnist
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Portales  community  calendar
CClluubbss//oorrggaanniizzaattiioonnss

99  ttoo  55  CClluubb  mmeeeettiinngg — Third Tuesday

each month. Information: 575-356-2132 

BBeetthheell  CClluubb  mmeeeettiinngg — 2 p.m. second

Tuesday each month. Information: 575-

356-4519.

CCaauusseeyy  CClluubb  mmeeeettiinngg — Second

Monday of each month. Information: 575-

276-4220 

EElliiddaa  CClluubb  mmeeeettiinngg  — Second

Thursday of each month. Information: 575-

607-6157

FFrriieennddsshhiipp  CClluubb  MMeeeettiinngg — 1 p.m. sec-

ond Wednesday of each month.

Information: 575-973-2007

HHiigghh  PPllaaiinnss  BBrreeaassttffeeeeddiinngg  AAlllliiaannccee  —
Weekly play group, location and times vary.

Information: Heidi Zamora at 575-763-

7964.

MMoooodd  EElleevvaattoorrss  ffeelllloowwsshhiipp  ggrroouupp  — 3

p.m. Sunday at Bowl-A-Matic in Fort

Sumner, 7:30 p.m. Tuesday in the Calvary

Baptist Church Fellowship Hall. Meetings

subject to change. Information: 575-478-

2525.

PPeeaannuutt  VVaalllleeyy  TTooaassttmmaasstteerrss  — 7 p.m.

Thursdays at ENMU broadcast center.

Information: Donna Labatt 575-799-3215.

PPoorrttaalleess  LLiioonnss  CClluubb  — Noon first and

third Thursday of each month at  Portales

Senior Center, Industrial Drive. Information:

575-760-2417

PPoorrttaalleess  MMaassoonniicc  LLooddggee  NNoo..  2266 —

7:30 p.m. every fourth Monday each month,

117 East 3rd Street. All Masons welcome.

Information: Vern Newlin  575-626-4408

PPoorrttaalleess  TTrraaddiittiioonnaall  JJaamm — 2 p.m.-5

p.m. Sundays at Wesley Foundation, 1417

S. Ave. K. Old time, bluegrass, Celtic

music. All instruments, ages and skills wel-

come. Information: 575-356-1051.

PPrroommiissee  KKeeeeppeerrss  — 5:45 a.m. Mark’s

Grill, 1126 W. First Street. Information: John

Pugh 575-799-2000.

RRoooosseevveelltt  CCoouunnttyy  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  ooff
EEdduuccaattiioonnaall  RReettiirreeeess — 11:0 a.m. third

Thursday Sept.-Nov. and Jan.-May at the

Community Senior Center, 1100

Community Way. Information: 575-799-

9615.

RRoooosseevveelltt  aanndd  CCuurrrryy  CCoouunnttyy  RRiigghhtt  ttoo
LLiiffee — Call for time and place. Information:

575-714-0455 or 575-714-0160

UUnniitteedd  DDaauugghhtteerrss  ooff  tthhee  CCoonnffeeddeerraaccyy
— Noon first Saturday of each month.

Information: 575-742-0307.

EEdduuccaattiioonn
BBllaacckkwwaatteerr  DDrraaww  MMuusseeuumm — 9 a.m.-

noon, 1 p.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday;

noon to 5 p.m. Sunday. Lea Hall, room 163

Eastern New Mexico University, 1500 S.

Ave. K. Hours can vary with university cal-

endar, call 575-562-2202 to confirm prior to

visiting.

HHeeaalltthh
EENNMMRRSSHH — 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-

Friday free development screening for

infants from birth to 35 months. Call 575-

742-9032 in Clovis/Portales, 575-487-2372

in Logan, 575-461-0212 in Tucumcari and

575-472-3111 in Santa Rosa.

HHIIVV//SSTTDD  tteessttiinngg  aanndd  ffaammiillyy  ppllaannnniinngg
sseerrvviicceess — By appointment Monday-

Friday at Roosevelt County Health Office,

1513 W. Fir Street. Information:  575-356-

4453.

PPrreeggnnaannccyy  aanndd  TTBB  TTeessttss  — 8 a.m.-11

a.m. and 1 p.m.-4 p.m. Monday-

Wednesday at La Casa Family Health

Center, 1515 W Fir. Information: 575-356-

6695.

SSuuppppoorrtt  ggrroouuppss
AAAA,,  LLaammpplliigghhtteerrss  ggrroouupp  — 7:30 p.m.

Sunday, Friday at Church of Christ student

center, 207 S. Avenue K. Information: 575-

769-6052. 

AAAA,,  WWiillllooww  ggrroouupp  — 6 p.m. Tuesday

book meeting, Wednesday, Thursday,

Saturday open meeting at Central Christian

Church, 1528 S. Main Street. Information:

575-769-6052. 

AAAA,,  MMeenn  oonnllyy  ggrroouupp — 6 p.m. Monday

at Church of Christ student center, 207 S.

Avenue K. Information: 575-769-6052

AAAA,, TTwwiisstteedd  SSiisstteerrss  wwoommeenn  oonnllyy
ggrroouupp  — 6 p.m. Monday at First

Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall, 108

S. Avenue F. Information: 575-769-6052

AAll--AAnnoonn::  SSeerreenniittyy  CCiirrccllee  — 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday at First Presbyterian Church,

108 South Ave. F.  Information: 575-769-

6052

BBrraaiinn  IInnjjuurryy  SSuuppppoorrtt  — 6 p.m.

Thursdays at Wesley Foundation Building.

Contact 575-359-1964 or

karlatheresa@msn.com.

NNAA,,  MMiillaaggrroo  GGrroouupp — 6 p.m. Sunday,

6:30 p.m. Tuesday at Church of God, 1427

E. Amazon. Information: 575-309-7593.

NNaarrccoottiiccss  AAnnoonnyymmoouuss — 6:30 p.m.

Mondays and Saturdays at Christian

Campus House, 223 South Avenue K.

Information: Rick B. at 575-309-7593

PPaarreennttss  AAnnoonnyymmoouuss — 7 p.m.

Tuesdays at 1411 S. Ave. O. Parents can

share their questions, concerns, problems

and solutions about parenting. Information:

Monica Hayes at 575-693-5867.

SSeenniioorrss
PPoorrttaalleess  SSeenniioorr  DDaannccee — 7 p.m.-10

p.m. every other Saturday at Portales

Senior Center, 421 N. Industrial Drive.  Live

band and potluck. $5. Information: 575-356-

8741.

SSeenniioorrss  ccoommmmooddiittyy  ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn — 8

a.m.-noon third Wednesday of each month

at Los Abuelitos Senior Center. Food dis-

tributed to people age 60 and up.

Application: 575-356-5056 or at the senior

center, 1515 W. Fir Street.

SSqquuaarree  ddaannccee  lleessssoonnss  — 7 p.m.

Tuesdays Starlight Swingers offers square

dance lessons at the Portales Senior

Center, 421 Industrial Drive. Call 575-356-

5509 or 575-477-2318.

VVoolluunntteeeerr
CCoommppaassssuuss  HHoossppiiccee  — 8:30 a.m.- 5

p.m. Monday through Friday at 1200 W.

21st Street. Learn about the ways you can

help support families during a sensitive time

of need. Opportunities are direct patient

contact or administrative assistance.  Info:

575-935-5683 

IInntteerriimm  HHeeaalltthhccaarree  HHoommee  CCaarree  &&
HHoossppiiccee —  2300 N Main St., Suite 19A,

Clovis. Minimum requirement two hours per

month. Walk-ins welcome. Contact Angela

Laumbach, Volunteer Recruitment

Coordinator at 575-763-9728.

TToo  uuppddaattee  oorr  aadddd  iitteemmss  ttoo  tthhee  ccoomm--
mmuunniittyy  ccaalleennddaarr,,  pplleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt  tthhee
nneewwssrroooomm  aatt  557755--776633--66999911  oorr  eemmaaiill
jjccuusshhmmaann@@tthheenneewwss..eemmaaiill



CChhaarriittyy
FFoooodd  aanndd  ccllootthhiinngg  — 9 a.m. -

10:30 a.m., Saturdays, Bread of
Life Ministries, Matt 25 Hope
Center. Information: 575-762-2843.

LLiigghhtthhoouussee  MMiissssiioonn — 8:30
a.m.-4:30 p.m. clothing giveaway,
Monday through Friday, 407 L.
Casillas Blvd. Information: 575-762-
1933.

CCuurrrryy  CCoouunnttyy  CCrriimmee  SSttooppppeerrss
— Help take a bite out of crime.
Cash rewards for anonymous tips.
Information: 575-763-7000.

CClluubbss//oorrggaanniizzaattiioonnss
AAmmeerriiccaann  LLeeggiioonn  UUnniitt  2255 — 7

p.m. ladies auxiliary meeting third
Wednesday each month; 7 a.m.-11
a.m. first Saturday each month, $6
breakfast, open to the public; 2 p.m.
Sundays and 7 p.m. Tuesdays,
bingo;  9 p.m.-1 a.m. dance every
Friday. 2400 West Seventh Street.
Information: 575-763-5392.

AAmmeerriiccaann  LLeeggiioonn  PPoosstt  111177  ——
5:30 p.m. ladies auxiliary meeting
first Tuesday each month, 2900 W.
Grand Ave. Information: 575-309-
5673; 6:30 p.m. bingo at Red Arrow
bingo hall, 320 W. 21st Street.
Doors open two hours early.
Information: 575-763-4030

AAMMVVEETTSS  PPoosstt  1144 — 6 p.m.
ladies auxiliary meeting first
Tuesdays monthly; 7 p.m. Sons of
AMVETS meeting second
Tuesdays monthly; 7 p.m. AMVETS
meeting third Tuesdays monthly;
5:30 p.m. Riders meeting second
Saturdays monthly. All meetings at
Post 14, 2010 West Seventh Street.
Information: 575-762-9355 

BBoorrddeerr  SSppoorrtt  SShhooootteerrss  ((aann
IIDDPPAA CClluubb)) — 5:30 p.m. third
Saturday each month at the club
range. Call for directions.
Information: Joe Stanford 806-777-
2217.

BBooyy  SSccoouuttss//CCuubb  SSccoouuttss
RRoouunnddttaabbllee — 7 p.m. second
Thursday each month at Saint
James Episcopal Church, 1117 N
Main Street. Information: Brian
Chambers 575-760-9203

BBooyy  SSccoouutt  TTrroooopp  222266 — 7 p.m.
Mondays at Kingswood Methodist
Church. Information: Cheryle
Csakan 575-760-6048.

BBooyy  SSccoouutt  TTrroooopp  441111 — 6:30
p.m. Mondays at Parkland Baptist
Church, 921 Parkland Drive.
Information: Calvin Poppen 575-
218-4432.

CChhrriissttiiaann  BBeelliieevveerrss
CCoommmmuunniittyy  PPrraayyeerr  BBrruunncchh — 10
a.m. third Saturday each month.
Provides Christian counseling for
substance abuse, provides a life
coach and information for referrals.
Christian Believers Center, Fifth
and Main streets. Information:
Sistar Yancy 575-763-1715.

CClloovviiss  AAssttrroonnoommyy  CClluubb — 7
p.m. second Monday each month at
CCC room 145, Third Friday after
dark at Ned Houk Park. Annual fee:
$10. Information: 757-846-7509 or
Clovis Astronomy Club Facebook
page.

CClloovviiss  BBrreeaassttffeeeeddiinngg  SSuuppppoorrtt
GGrroouupp — 6:30 p.m. first Tuesday of
each month. Plains Reginal
Medical Center, Cannon Room.
Information: 575-219-2359.

CClloovviiss  CCoommmmuunniittyy  CChhoorruuss
rreehheeaarrssaallss  — 7 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
rehearsals on Tuesdays at First
United Methodist Church sanctuary,
1501 Sycamore Street.
Information: 575-762-0479

CClloovviiss  EEvveenniinngg  LLiioonnss  CClluubb —
6:30 p.m. Thursdays at K-Bob’s
Restaurant, 1600 Mabry Drive.
Information: Joe Whitehurst 575-
760-1379

CClloovviiss  MMaassoonniicc  LLooddggee  NNoo..  4400
—— 7:30 p.m. first and third Tuesday
each month at the lodge, 3100
Thornton Street, all Masons wel-
come. Information: Randy Stansell
575-762-4371 

CClloovviiss--PPoorrttaalleess  CCoommmmuunniittyy
OOrrcchheessttrraa  rreehheeaarrssaall — 6:30 p.m.-
8:30 p.m. Tuesdays at First
Presbyterian Church of Portales.
Information: Ashleigh Talbert, 575-
219-2160.

CClloovviiss--CCaarrvveerr  PPuubblliicc  LLiibbrraarryy
— 10 a.m. Wednesdays Toddler
time; 10 a.m. Thursdays Preschool
Story Hour. Information: 575-769-
7840.

CClloovviiss  QQuuiilltteerrss’’ CClluubb — 1 p.m.-
3 p.m. second Monday each month
at Trinity Lutheran Church. Open to
all quilters, beginners to advanced.
Information: Shelley Winn 575-763-
4398

CClloovviiss  SShhrriinnee  CClluubb  — Noon
Mondays at K-Bob’s Steakhouse,
1600 Mabry Drive. All Shriners wel-
come. Information: Jerry Shade
575-762-3781.

‘‘CCooffffeeeehhoouussee’’ ooppeenn  mmiicc  nniigghhtt
— 7 p.m. second Saturday each
month except December at First
United Methodist Church. Share
your Christian favorites.
Information: 575-799-2696

CCoommmmuunniittyy  BBiibbllee  SSttuuddyy —
9:30 a.m. - 11:30  a.m.
Wednesdays. An interdenomina-
tional Women’s Bible study. Open
to women of all denominations and
Bible knowledge. Central Baptist
Church, 2501 N. Norris Street.
Children's classes for infant to age
5 and special classes for home
schoolers through school year only.
Information: 575-760-8565.

CCuubb  SSccoouutt  PPaacckk  441111  — 6:30
p.m. Tuesdays at First United
Methodist Church, Sycamore.

Information: Michelle Bjorklund
248-790-3126.

CCuurrrryy  CCoouunnttyy  RReeppuubblliiccaann
WWoommeenn — 11:30 a.m. second
Tuesday each month at K-Bob’s
Steakhouse, 1600 Mabry Drive.
Information: Judy Jennings 575-
762-2524 or 575-763-4390

CCuurrrryy  CCoouunnttyy  HHeeaalltthh  CCoouunncciill
— 3 p.m.-4 p.m. every third
Thursday each month at Hartley
House, 900 N. Main Street.
Information: 575-763-6009.

DDaauugghhtteerrss  ooff  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaann
RReevvoolluuttiioonn  — 10 a.m. second
Saturday each month September
through June. Information or venue:
Pam Wallace 575-760-2127 or
Nancy Bauder 575-769-3146.

DDiissaabblleedd  AAmmeerriiccaann  VVeetteerraannss
CChhaapptteerr  66  — 7 p.m. second
Wednesday each month at DAV,
220 West Fourth Street.
Information: 575-762-5335.

DDiissaabblleedd  AAmmeerriiccaann  VVeetteerraannss
CChhaapptteerr  66 BBiinnggoo — 6:30 p.m.
Monday nights at Red Arrow Bingo,
Hilltop Plaza. Information: 575-762-
5335

DDeesseerrtt  CCrruuzzeerrss  CCaarr  CClluubb  ccrruuiiss--
eess — 6:30 p.m. Thursdays, second
Tuesdays at various locations.
General meeting. Information: Jerry
Bailey 575-693-2511. Facebook:
Clovis Desert Cruzers. clubs.hem-
ming.com/desertcruzers.

EEaasstteerrnn  NNeeww  MMeexxiiccoo  AAmmaatteeuurr
RRaaddiioo  CClluubb — 9 a.m. third
Saturday each month at DAV Hall.
Information: www.ka5b.org , Roy
Creiglow 575-791-3734.

EEaasstteerrnn  PPllaaiinnss  CCoouunncciill  ooff
GGoovveerrnnmmeennttss  BBooaarrdd  — 10 a.m.
second Wednesday each month at
EPCOG office, 418 Main Street,
unless otherwise notified.
Information: 575-762-7714.

EEll  DDeessaayyuunnoo  KKiiwwaanniiss  CClluubb —
6:45 a.m. Thursdays at Taqueria
Jalisco, 217 West Seventh Street.
Information: Allan Isbell, 575-763-
6559 or
el.desayuno.kiwanis@gmail.com.

EElliiddaa  SSeenniioorr  CCeenntteerr— 1 p.m.
meeting first Wednesday of each
month, board and card games sec-
ond Wednesday each month, art
classes third Wednesday  each
month, floor games fourth
Wednesday of the month. 401
Clark Street, Elida. Information:
575-274-6448.

EElliiddaa  SSeenniioorr  CCeenntteerr  PPaannccaakkee
BBrreeaakkffaasstt— 8 a.m. second
Saturday of each month. 401 Clark
Street, Elida. Information: 575-274-
6448.

EEnnccaannttoo  GGaarrddeenn  CClluubb — 9:30
a.m. second Wednesday each
month at Muffley’s Backdoor.
Visitors and new members wel-
come. Information: 575-799-5378.

FFaaiirrffiieelldd  EExxtteennssiioonn  CClluubb — 10
a.m. second and fourth Fridays at
Cheyenne Meadows Community
Center, Clovis. Information: 575-
763-6505

FFrreeeeddoomm  FFoouunnddaattiioonn — 5:30
p.m. meeting first and third
Mondays monthly. All meetings at
913 Mitchell Street. Information:
575-749-3628

FFrriieennddss  ooff  tthhee  CClloovviiss--CCaarrvveerr
LLiibbrraarryy — 11:30 a.m. third
Tuesdays each month in the confer-
ence room at the library.
Information: 575-309-4576

FFrriieennddsshhiipp  RReebbeekkaahh  LLooddggee —
1 p.m. second and fourth
Thursdays each month at 405 N.
Main St. Information: 575-762-
4843.   

GGiirrllss  CCiirrccllee  — 4 p.m.-5 p.m.
Wednesdays at Matt 25 Hope
Center. Information: 575-763-7725.

GGrraaddyy  AAllpphhaa  EExxtteennssiioonn  CClluubb
— 1:30 p.m. first Thursday each
month at Grady Senior Center.
Information: Katy Machechnie 575-
799-5117.

GGoolldd  WWiinngg  RRooaadd  RRiiddeerrss
AAssssoocciiaattiioonn — 6:30 p.m. first
Saturday each month at Red
Lobster. Information: Tom
Weingates at 575-762-5445.

HHiigghh  PPllaaiinnss  DDrriifftteerrss
MMoottoorrccyyccllee  CClluubb — 8 a.m.
Saturdays and 6 p.m. second
Thursday each month at various
locations. All bikes and non-mem-
bers welcome. Information: Gary
Baker 575-799-1993 for locations.

HHiigghh  PPllaaiinnss  PPaattrriioottss  — 7 p.m.
last Thursday each month at
Master’s Center. Information: Tim
Ashley 575-760-5423 or  www.high-
plainspatriots.com

HHii--PPllaaiinnss  TTooaassttmmaasstteerrss  CClluubb
— 7 p.m. Tuesdays at Wheatfields
Senior Living Community, theater
room on second floor, 4701 N
Prince Street. Speaking and leader-
ship club. Information: Donna
Labatt 575-799-3215 or Kevin
Wilson 575-760-9616.

HHoommee  aatt  HHeeaarrtt  EExxtteennssiioonn  CClluubb
— 6 p.m. third Tuesday each month
at 818 Main Street. Information:
Jana Hudson at 575-639-1581

IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  DDeeffeennssiivvee  PPiissttooll
AAssssoocciiaattiioonn — 12:30 p.m. third
weekend each month. Shooting in
Muleshoe. Map: border-sport-
shooters.org. Information: Joe
Stanford 806-777-2217. 

JJooiinntt  VVeetteerraannss  CCoouunncciill  — 7
p.m. meetings first Wednesdays
monthly at various locations. Call
for information: 575-749-3628

JJuusstt  UUss EExxtteennssiioonn CClluubb— 5:30
p.m. second Tuesday each month
at First United Methodist, Melrose.
Information: Carol Moore at 575-
714-4781

LLllaannoo  EEssttaaccaaddoo  QQuuiilltt  GGuuiilldd —
9 a.m.-3 p.m. fourth Saturday every
other month in May, July,
September, November at Trinity
Lutheran Church. Information:
Shelley Winn 575-763-4398

MMaarrttiinn  LLuutthheerr  KKiinngg  MMeeeettiinngg——
6:30 p.m. second Monday each
month at Clovis-Carver Public
Library, 701 N. Main Street.
Information: 575-762-2752 or 575-
777-4721

MMiilliittaarryy  OOrrddeerr  ooff  tthhee  CCoooottiieess
— 7:30 p.m. first Friday each month
at VFW Post 3015, 2815 West
Seventh Street. Information: 575-
763-6561.

MMOOPPSS  ((MMootthheerrss  ooff
PPrreesscchhoooolleerrss)) — 8:45 a.m.-11
a.m. first and third Tuesday at
Central Baptist Church.
Information: 941-744-7040

NNoooonn  DDaayy  KKiiwwaanniiss  CClluubb —
Noon first and third Thursday each
month at various locations.
Information: Elaine Williford 749-
0231 for locations.

OOddddffeelllloowwss  CClluubb — 2 p.m. sec-
ond and fourth Thursdays each
month at 405 N. Main Street.
Information: 575-762-4843.

OOrrddeerr  ooff  tthhee  EEaasstteerrnn  SSttaarr —
7:30 p.m. first and third Tuesday
each month at Melrose Masonic
Lodge. Information: 575-355-2800.

PPiinnttoorreess  AArrtt  LLeeaagguuee — 6:30
p.m. first Thursday each month at
CCC Phase V building, room 524.
Information: 575-985-2337.

PPllaannnniinngg  aanndd  ZZoonniinngg
CCoommmmiissssiioonn — 3 p.m. second
Wednesday each month at City
Hall. Information: 575-769-7828.

UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess  CCiivviill  AAiirr  PPaattrrooll
CClloovviiss  HHiigghh  PPllaaiinnss  CCoommppoossiittee
SSqquuaaddrroonn  — 6:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m.
every Tuesday at National Guard
Armory, 601 S Norris Street.
Information: beattie2001@hot-
mail.com

VVFFWW  LLaaddiieess  AAuuxxiilliiaarryy  33001155 —
7:30 p.m. first Thursday each
month at Post 3015. Men and
women groups meet at same time.
Information: 575-763-6561.

WWaatteerr  PPoolliiccyy  BBooaarrdd — 9 a.m.
second Tuesday each month at City
Hall. Information: 575-769-7828.

YYoouutthh  SSeerrvviicceess  LLiiffeesskkiillllss
CCllaassss  — 4 p.m.-5:30 p.m. Mondays
and Thursdays at Matt 25 Hope
Center. Information: 575-763-7725.

EEdduuccaattiioonn
AAAARRPP SSmmaarrtt  DDrriivveerr  SSaaffeettyy

PPrrooggrraamm —  8 a.m.-noon. third
Tuesdays in January, March, May,
September and November at Clovis
Community College, room 101,
unless otherwise scheduled. Pre-
registration recommended. Fees:

$15 members, $20 non-members
(payable by check only). Register
by phone: David Tanner 575-769-
1468

CCPPRR  aanndd  FFiirrsstt  AAiidd  CCllaasssseess  —
8:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. third
Saturday each month for AHA
HeartSaver and BLS classes. Four
different classes you can take. Fee
includes course book and comple-
tion card. Please call for the fees.
Information: 575-742-3031 or 575-
799-4114.

CClloovviiss  MMuunniicciippaall  SScchhoooollss
EEaarrllyy  IInntteerrvveennttiioonn  SSeerrvviicceess —
Developmental screenings by refer-
ral for children age 2-5 with sus-
pected disabilities at Student
Support Center, 1600 Sutter Place.
No charge to families. Information:
Mayte Flores 575-769-4490.

EEaasstteerrnn  PPllaaiinnss  HHeeaaddssttaarrtt — 8
a.m.-4 p.m. at 901 Martin Luther
King Jr. Boulevard. Open enroll-
ment for children ages 3 to 5 years
old. Deadline by August.
Information: 575-742-3426.

GGEEDD  ccllaasssseess — 8:30 a.m. -
11:45 a.m. or 5 p.m.-8 p.m.
Monday-Thursday at Clovis
Community College. 8-week class-
es. Must register. New students
must attend orientation.
Information: 575-769-4095. 

PPaarreennttiinngg  ccllaasssseess — 2 p.m.-4
p.m. Tuesdays at Hartley House,
900 Main Street.  Information: 575-
762-0050.

QQPPRR  SSuuiicciiddee  PPrreevveennttiioonn
TTrraaiinniinngg — 10 a.m.-11:30 a.m. first
and third Fridays at Matt 25 Hope
Center, 1200 N. Thornton,
Bethesda Room on second floor.
Free training, RSVP required.
Information: 575-935-8522.

HHeeaalltthh  sseerrvviicceess
BBiirrtthh  cceerrttiiffiiccaatteess — 8 a.m.-10

a.m. and 1 p.m.-3 p.m. Monday-
Friday at Health Department. Cost:
$10. Information: 575-763-5583.

EENNMMRRSSHH,,  IInncc..  EEaarrllyy  CChhiillddhhoooodd
SSeerrvviicceess — 8 a.m.–5 p.m.

Monday–Friday.  2700 E. 7th
Street. Serves Curry, De Baca,
Guadalupe, Quay, and Roosevelt
counties. Free developmental
screenings to children birth to 3
years old. Bilingual staff available.
Services are free to all families.
Information:  575-742-9032.

FFrreeee  pprreeggnnaannccyy  tteessttiinngg — 1
p.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Thursday at
Pregnancy Resource Center, 621
North Main Street. Information:
575-935-5433.

PPrreeggnnaannccyy  tteessttss — 9 a.m.-11
a.m. and 2 p.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Thursday and Friday 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
at Women’s Medical Center, 2000
West 21st Street. Information: 575-
762-8055. 8 a.m.-11 a.m. and 1
p.m.-4 p.m. at La Casa Family
Health Center, $15, 1521 West 13th
St. Information: 575-769-0888. 8
a.m.-4 p.m., $15, La Casa Family
Health Center, 1515 W. Fir,
Portales. Information: 575-356-
6695.

TTBB  ffoollllooww--uupp sseerrvviicceess  —
Monday-Friday by appointment
only at Clovis Health Department.
No charge. Information: 575-763-
5583.

TTBB  tteessttiinngg — 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Monday-Wednesday at La Casa
Family Health Center, 1521 West
13th Street. $21. Information: 575-
769-0888.

WWIICC  ((WWoommeenn,,  IInnffaannttss,,
CChhiillddrreenn))  NNuuttrriittiioonn  PPrrooggrraamm
sseerrvviicceess — 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-
Friday at Department of Health,
1216 Cameo Street. Closed noon-1
p.m. for lunch daily except
Thursday. Information 575-762-
3309 8:15 a.m.-4:45 p.m. Tuesday
and Thursday, 8:15 a.m.-noon
Fridays at Cannon AFB, 208 East
Casablanca. Information: 575-784-
2127.

SSeellff--hheellpp
TTOOPPSS  NNMM  NNoo..  33,,  CClloovviiss  —

Noon Wednesdays at United
Methodist Church, 1501 Sycamore,

east door. Information: 575-309-
4049 or 575-762-0308. 

SSeenniioorr
BBaaxxtteerr--CCuurrrreenn  BBiinnggoo — 1 p.m.

Thursdays at 908 Hickory.
Information: 575-762-3631

BBaaxxtteerr--CCuurrrreenn  JJaamm  SSeessssiioonn —
6 p.m. Tuesdays at 908 Hickory.
Instrument playing. Information:
575-762-3631.

BBaaxxtteerr--CCuurrrreenn  GGoossppeell  SSiinnggiinngg
— 2 p.m. second Sunday each
month at 908 Hickory. Information:
575-762-3631.

BBaaxxtteerr--CCuurrrreenn  FFrriiddaayy  NNiigghhtt
DDaannccee  — 7 p.m. Fridays, $4 or $5
entry fee, 40 + or older only, 908
Hickory. Information: 575-762-
3631.

FFrriieennddsshhiipp  SSeenniioorr  CCeenntteerr — 9
a.m.-3 p.m. sewing craft class
Wednesdays; 11 a.m.-1 p.m. blood
pressure checks every Friday; 1
p.m.-4 p.m. dominos every
Tuesday; 1 p.m.-4 p.m. Mexican
Train every Wednesday. 1 p.m.-3
p.m. bingo every Friday. 901 W.
13th Street. Information: 575-769-
7913.

FFrriieennddsshhiipp  SSeenniioorr  CCeenntteerr
GGeenneerraall  mmeeeettiinngg — 3:30 p.m.
every last Tuesday each month at
901 W. 13th Street. Information:
575-769-7913.

NNeeww  MMeexxiiccoo  SSeenniioorr  OOllyymmppiiccss
EEnnhhaannccee  FFiittnneessss  — 9:45 a.m.
first class, 11 a.m. second class,
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday
at Clovis Wellness Center, 1700
East Seventh Street. Class par-
ticipants make a 16-week com-
mitment, free initial assessment.
Free to seniors 50 and older.
Jolene Fox Information: 575-749-
5187. 

WWhheeaattffiieellddss  SSeenniioorr  LLiivviinngg
CCoommmmuunniittyy  — 2 p.m. dance with
Curry County Outlaws Concert
every second Sunday of the month;
7 a.m. men’s breakfast club
Tuesdays. 4701 N. Prince Street.
Information: 575-762-8700
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Police see pecan 
theft increase

ROSWELL — Police received a signifi-
cant number of calls in November about peo-
ple trespassing onto properties and stealing
pecans.

Todd Wildermuth, public information offi-
cer with the RPD, said there were fewer than
10 pecan thefts in September and October
combined, but “between 50 and 60,” were
reported in November. “So it averages out to
about one or two such calls a day,”
Wildermuth said.

The number does not include pecan thefts
that have happened in the county and outside
city limits.

Wildermuth said pecan thefts rarely result
in criminal charges. Perpetrators have usual-
ly left the scene before officers arrive. 

— Roswell Daily Record

De Baca rancher regains
Farm Bureau spot

FORT SUMNER — De Baca County
rancher Larry Reagan was re-elected first
vice president of the New Mexico Farm &
Livestock Bureau at the organization’s 101st
annual meeting in Albuquerque.

Reagan has previously served a two-year
term as first vice president and served as the

second vice president before that.
New Mexico Farm & Livestock Bureau is

a 19,000-member organization comprised of
farmers and ranchers and those who are
interested in private property rights and a
local food supply. 

NMF&LB is the state’s largest private
agricultural organization and was founded in
1917.

— De Baca County News

5,000-plus citations 
issued over holiday

ROSWELL — New Mexico State Police
issued 5,233 traffic citations, arrested 59
drunken drivers and made eight drug-related
arrests across the state this Thanksgiving,
officials said.

A Combined Accident Reduction Effort, or
CARE, was a high intensity traffic operation
meant to reduce crashes and dangerous driv-
ing behavior on roads across the state from
Nov. 21 to Nov. 26, police said.

NMSP also worked on 49 vehicle crashes
across the state, including one fatal crash.
The Commercial Vehicle Enforcement
Bureau issued 341 commercial vehicle cita-
tions and conducted more than 571 commer-
cial vehicle inspections, officials said.

— Roswell Daily Record

Measure to boost
wolf population OK’d

By Lisa Dunlap
ROSWELL DAILY RECORD

ROSWELL — More
Mexican gray wolves can
be introduced into New
Mexico next year follow-
ing approval from a state
commission and in spite
of continued concerns
about the economic losses
wolf populations cause
ranchers.

Members of the New
Mexico State Game
Commission voted unani-
mously during a Nov. 30
meeting in Roswell to
approve a department rec-
ommendation allowing up
to 12 new wolf pups to be
released into the Gila
National Forest and Gila
wilderness of New
Mexico and parts of
Arizona in 2019. It’s part
of a plan to boost the
endangered species’ popu-
lation numbers in the
United States.

The commission also
voted to permit a female
gray wolf to be imported
from another state to the
Ladder Ranch in Caballo,
which breeds wolf pups in
captivity for release into
existing wild dens if biol-
ogists determine that the
wolves, which must be 14
days old or younger, will
be compatible with known
packs and will provide
needed genetic diversity.

“I think the best thing
possible from my perspec-
tive is to get the species
delisted so the state can
take over management,”
said Stewart Liley,
Wildlife Management
Division chief, about how
to balance the species’
conservation with live-
stock protection.

He said the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service does
not have the same experi-
ence in predator control,
whereas the state depart-
ment historically has
worked with ranchers and
property owners to inves-
tigate and deal with preda-
tion.

Liley also told commis-

sioners that the state
department has no “on the
ground” management
authority regarding the
wild wolves or the com-
pensation owed to ranch-
ers for kills. That authori-
ty rests with the federal
Fish and Wildlife
Services. 

The federal agency,
working with Game and
Fish Departments in New
Mexico and Arizona, has
been involved in a gray
wolf recovery plan since
1982, with reintroductions
of wolves starting in 1998.
Previously state game
departments had poisoned
or trapped the wolves,
given their predator
behaviors and the live-
stock losses experienced
by ranchers. As a result,
the subspecies of the gray
wolf was considered near
extinction, and it was
placed on the federal
Endangered Species List
in 1976.  

Kohl Studdard of
Roswell, who owns a
ranch in the Apache Creek
area of Catron County,
told commissioners that
the wolf continues to
cause significant livestock
losses.

“Wolves are putting
ranchers out of business
literally,” he said. “There
are hundreds of kills.”

Studdard said compen-
sation for lost animals can
take eight to 10 months
and will be made only if
the Fish and Wildlife
Service confirms that the
kill was due to the wolf.
He described confirmation
as a difficult task given
that missing calves or
steers might not be found
right away on rugged ter-
ritory and that other ani-
mals often have eaten
from the carcasses, leav-
ing little evidence for Fish
and Wildlife staff to
examine. He said he per-
sonally has had eight con-
firmed livestock losses
due to the wolf, with
another two under investi-
gation, since buying the

ranch two years ago.
Just as Studdard

believes from experience
that the actual number of
depredations in New
Mexico is far higher than
the official 2018 count of
62 confirmed kills, he also
said the actual number of
wolves in the Gila forest
and wilderness is much
higher than the number of
collared wolves counted
by the Fish and Wildlife
Service and the state game
departments.

The official “minimum”
number stood at 84 in
Arizona and New Mexico
at the end of October,
according to a monthly
status report of the
Mexican Wolf Interagency
Field Team. That is down
from the 114 minimum
count at the end of 2017.

Studdard agreed that the
best option is to let the
state manage New Mexico
wolf populations.

“I want to see the state
manage them and remove
the ones that are causing
so many depredations,” he
said.

A U.S. Fish and Wildlife
coordinator said the
agency strives to reduce
impacts on ranchers and
others. 

“One of my primary
goals is to reduce live-
stock conflicts, and we
have several tools to do
that,” said Brady McGee,
who recently took the
position of coordinator for
Mexican wolf recovery for
the federal agency. 

He said the agency
seeks to move predator
wolves away from live-
stock or to trap and relo-
cate them or to kill them
when no other options
exist.

“We also have the live-
stock assistance fund that
will compensate ranchers
for their losses. Part of the
issue is that it is the feder-
al government, so it takes
a while for payments to be
processed,” he said.

SOUTHWEST ROUNDUP



When Shelden
Breshears was
introduced on

the air this month as the
newest member of the
KFDA weather team, it
came as no surprise to any
of us who have known him
since he was a tornado-
obsessed kindergartener at
Dora Consolidated Schools
in 2001.

Breshears started working
with the Amarillo-based
CBS affiliate as an intern in
the summer of 2016, and
currently produces the 6
p.m. nightly news show.

He’s been a storm chaser
— both at heart and in per-
son — since he was just a
tot growing up on his fami-
ly’s farm near Portales, and
now this 22-year-old weath-
er fanatic is working side by
side with a lifelong hero of
his: “Doppler” Dave Oliver,
KFDA’s chief meteorologist
for the past 33 years.

“It’s surreal,” Breshears
said. “Dave’s really the rea-

son I’m in this business.
I’ve always wanted to do
this, but he’s the one who
got me plugged into the
resources I needed to get to
where I am, and he’s taught
me so much about this pro-
fession.”

Breshears and Oliver met
at West Texas A&M
University in Canyon,
which Breshears applied to
as “a fallback plan, thanks
to my mom urging me to do
that,” he said.

A friend told Breshears
about a meteorology class
taught by Oliver. Breshears
signed up for that one, as
well as another the follow-
ing semester in broadcast
meteorology. He was
hooked.

“Those classes are what
got me to KFDA,” he said.

Those classes, plus an
internship engineered by
Oliver, who said Breshears’
deep love of all things
weather “puts him in my
family.”

Oliver says this 2014
graduate of Dora High
School “definitely has what
it takes to make it” in the
world of broadcast weather.

“I’ve had the opportunity
to see Shelden academically
and in the work place,”
Oliver said. “He’s a solid
young man with a great
work ethic.  Everybody
likes him. One of his
strengths is his connectabili-
ty to his audience.”

In his 2 1/2 years with
KFDA, Breshears said, “If
there’s something to do at
this station, I’ve probably
done it,” including operating
cameras, writing and pub-
lishing stories, editing
videos, writing scripts, and
producing.

But, his on-air debut in
front of the weather screen
this month was “a whole
new experience,” he said,
with added pressure.

“You’re about to tell a
whole lot of people what
you think the weather is
going to do,” Breshears
said, “and people expect
you to be right.”

KFDA’s youngest fore-
caster is continuing his edu-
cation in a three-year online
program through
Mississippi State University
that will yield a certificate
in broadcast meteorology.

He’ll appear as needed on
KFDA while he gains expe-
rience, and is looking for-
ward to a holiday gift from
the station.

“Pending changes — any-
thing can happen — I’ll be
on the News at Noon …
that’s noon, Texas time …
on Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day,” Breshears
said. “How’s that for a cool
Christmas present?”

One thing Breshears does
not yet have is his own
“Doppler Dave” kind of
nickname.

“This is the million-dollar
question,” Breshears said.
“Ever since I knew I was
going to be doing this, my
parents, my friends, my co-
workers, and I have been
brainstorming what my
name should be. Maybe we
need to have a naming con-
test.”

If Doppler Dave Oliver

has any say in the matter,
there will be time to pick a
good one.

“We are really happy to
have Shelden on board,”
Oliver said. “I hope we have
him for a long time.”

Betty Williamson was a
volunteer in Shelden’s ele-
mentary school. She can’t
count how many times he
wanted to read “the torna-
do book.” Reach her at:

pepnm@hotmail.com

Courtesy photo

Shelden Breshears is realizing a lifelong dream as a
weatherman.
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Weather fanatic realizing lifelong dream
Betty

Williamson
◆

A bit 
of good news

Freeze
frame

WWhhaatt’’ss  hhaappppeenniinngg  iinn  yyoouurr  lliiffee??  TTeellll  uuss  tthhee  ssttoorryy  wwiitthh  aa  pphhoottooggrraapphh..  WWee’’llll
ppuubblliisshh  ssoommee  ooff  oouurr  ffaavvoorriitteess  eeaacchh  WWeeddnneessddaayy..  

EEmmaaiill  ppiiccttuurreess  aanndd  ccaappttiioonn  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ttoo::  ddggrriieeddeerr@@tthheenneewwss..eemmaaiill

Courtesy photo

From left, Clovis Rotary Club President Marli Raney, Clovis

High School students David Garcia, Chandler Calberth

and Jose Mendoza and Clovis Rotary Club member

Michael Kirby. Garcia, Calberth and Mendoza were recog-

nized as Student Rotarians on Thursday.

Courtesy photo

Clockwise from back: Kiwanis sponsor Abran Briseño

poses last week with December “Student of the Month”

recipients Caden Zarikta, Annika Trochesett, Jasmin

Brooks and Ansley Adams. 

Courtesy photo

An estimated 100

volunteers and

guests attended a

luncheon to honor

Curry County
Retired & Senior

Volunteers and

Foster
Grandparents on

Dec. 1 at the
Clovis Civic
Center.
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TThhuurrssddaayy
■■ OOookkaayy,,  BBoonnnniiee  XX  CCllyyddee
7 p.m.
SSuunnsshhiinnee  TThheeaatteerr,,

AAllbbuuqquueerrqquuee
Tickets: $20
Information: 505-764-0249

FFrriiddaayy
■■ PPaarraaddee  ooff  LLaasseerrss
8 p.m.
EEll  RReeyy  TThheeaatteerr,,  AAllbbuuqquueerrqquuee
Tickets: $22-$27
Information: 505-510-2582
■■ YYuuccccaa,,  TThhee  ssiillhhoouueettttee  ooff

nnuuddee,,  TTIIDDEESS..
9 p.m.
MMoooonnlliigghhtt  LLoouunnggee,,

AAllbbuuqquueerrqquuee
Tickets: $5
Information: 505-764-0249

SSaattuurrddaayy
■■ BBoonnee  TThhuuggss--NN--HHaarrmmoonnyy,,

TTwwiissttaa,,  DDoo  oorr  DDiiee
8 p.m.
EEll  RReeyy  TThheeaatteerr,,  AAllbbuuqquueerrqquuee
Tickets: $45-$55
Information: 505-510-2582

MMoonnddaayy
■■ TToommmmyy  EEmmmmaannuueell
8 p.m.
NNaattiioonnaall  HHiissppaanniicc  CCuullttuurraall

CCeenntteerr,,  AAllbbuuqquueerrqquuee
Tickets: $43
Information: 505-246-2261

TTuueessddaayy
■■ AAddvveennttuurreerr,,  SSeellff  NNeegglleecctt,,

nnoowwhhiitteeffllaagg
9 p.m.
MMoooonnlliigghhtt  LLoouunnggee,,

AAllbbuuqquueerrqquuee
Tickets: $5
Information: 505-764-0249

DDeecc..  2200
■■ LLeevvii  PPllaatttteerroo  aanndd  FFrriieennddss
9 p.m.
MMoooonnlliigghhtt  LLoouunnggee,,

AAllbbuuqquueerrqquuee
Tickets: $5
Information: 505-764-0249

DDeecc..  2211
■■ TThhee  DDoooo  WWoopp  PPrroojjeecctt

CChhrriissttmmaass
7 p.m.
PPooppeejjooyy  HHaallll,,  AAllbbuuqquueerrqquuee
Tickets: $25-$64
505-277-8010

DDeecc..  2244
■■ TThhee  SSaannttaa  FFee  SSyymmpphhoonnyy  ——

CChhrriissttmmaass  EEvvee  wwiitthh  AAnnddeerrssoonn  &&
RRooee

5 p.m.
LLeennssiicc  PPeerrffoorrmmiinngg  AArrttss

CCeenntteerr,,  SSaannttaa  FFee
Tickets: $22-$92
Information: 505-988-1234

DDeecc..  2277
■■ DDeeaadd  CCiittyy  RRaaddiioo,,  SStteemm

IIvvoorryy,,  TThhee  TTaallkkiinngg  HHoouurrss,,  MMoodduuss,,
MMaannhhiigghh

9 p.m.
Moonlight Lounge, Albuquerque
Tickets: $5
Information: 505-764-0249

DDeecc..  2299
■■ DDeellpphhiiaa

7:30 p.m.
KKiiMMoo  TThheeaatteerr,,  AAllbbuuqquueerrqquuee
Tickets: $28-$42
Information: 505-768-3522
■■ TThhee  BBrraannddeennbbuurrgg

CCoonncceerrttooss
7 p.m.
LLeennssiicc  PPeerrffoorrmmiinngg  AArrttss

CCeenntteerr,,  SSaannttaa  FFee
Tickets: $12-$80
Information: 505-988-1234

DDeecc..  3300
■■ HHoommee  FFrreeee
7 p.m.
KKiivvaa  AAuuddiittoorriiuumm,,  AAllbbuuqquueerrqquuee
Tickets: $18-$88
Information: 505-768-3803
■■ SSuubbttllee  KKnniiffee,,  SSaadd  DDaannccee

PPaarrttyy,,  TTIIDDEESS..,,  TThhee  OOrrddiinnaarryy
TThhiinnggss

8 p.m.
MMoooonnlliigghhtt  LLoouunnggee,,

AAllbbuuqquueerrqquuee
Tickets: $5
Information: 505-764-0249

DDeecc..  3311
■■ JJooee  IIlllliicckk  aanndd  tthhee  NNeeww

YYeeaarr’’ss  EEvvee  OOrrcchheessttrraa  wwiitthh  OOllggaa
KKeerrnn

1 p.m.
LLeennssiicc  PPeerrffoorrmmiinngg  AArrttss

CCeenntteerr,,  SSaannttaa  FFee
Tickets: $5-$20
Information: 505-988-1234
■■ JJooee  IIlllliicckk  aanndd  tthhee  NNeeww

YYeeaarr’’ss  EEvvee  OOrrcchheessttrraa  wwiitthh  OOllggaa
KKeerrnn

5 p.m.
LLeennssiicc  PPeerrffoorrmmiinngg  AArrttss

CCeenntteerr,,  SSaannttaa  FFee
Tickets: $30-$80
Information: 505-988-1234
■■ SShhaa  NNaa  NNaa
8 p.m.
RRoouuttee  6666  CCaassiinnoo,,

AAllbbuuqquueerrqquuee
Tickets: $20
Information: 505-352-7829

JJaann..  66
■■ JJuuaann  CCaarrmmoonnaa
7:30 p.m.
KKiiMMoo  TThheeaatteerr,,  AAllbbuuqquueerrqquuee
Tickets: $20-$30
Information: 505-768-3522

JJaann..  1122
■■ CCuurrtt  FFlleettcchheerr  aanndd  KKrriiss

SShhaaww
7 p.m.
MMoooonnlliigghhtt  LLoouunnggee,,

AAllbbuuqquueerrqquuee
Tickets: $5
Information: 505-764-0249

JJaann..  1166
■■ PPiinnkk  MMaarrttiinnii
7:30 p.m.
KKiiMMoo  TThheeaatteerr,,  AAllbbuuqquueerrqquuee
Tickets: $55-$75
Information: 505-768-3522

JJaann..  1199
■■ TThhee  WWhhoo  ttrriibbuuttee
8 p.m.
RRoouuttee  6666  CCaassiinnoo,,

AAllbbuuqquueerrqquuee
Tickets: $20
Information: 505-352-7829

JJaann..  2200
■■ GGoollddeenn  DDrraaggoonn  AAccrroobbaattss

3 p.m.
PPooppeejjooyy  HHaallll,,  AAllbbuuqquueerrqquuee
Tickets: $25-$59
505-277-8010

JJaann..  2222
■■ GGoollddeenn  DDrraaggoonn  AAccrroobbaattss
7 p.m.
LLeennssiicc  PPeerrffoorrmmiinngg  AArrttss

CCeenntteerr,,  SSaannttaa  FFee
Tickets: $29-$47
Information: 505-988-1234

JJaann..  2233
■■ NNiiccoollaa  BBeenneeddeettttii  aanndd  AAlleexxeeii

GGrryynnyyuukk
7:30 p.m.
NNeeww  MMeexxiiccoo  MMuusseeuumm  ooff  AArrtt,,

SSaannttaa  FFee
Tickets: $20-$90
Information: 505-988-1234

JJaann..  2255
■■ RRoobbiinn  SSppiieellbbeerrgg
7 p.m.
FFlliicckkiinnggeerr  CCeenntteerr  ffoorr

PPeerrffoorrmmiinngg  AArrttss,,  AAllaammooggoorrddoo
Tickets: $9-$20
Information: 575-437-2202
■■ CCaannttuuss
7:30 p.m.
MMaacceeyy  CCeenntteerr,,  SSooccoorrrroo
Tickets: $10-$22
Information: 575-835-5688
■■ FFlloorr  ddee  TToollooaacchhee

7:30 p.m.
SSoouutthh  BBrrooaaddwwaayy  CCuullttuurraall

CCeenntteerr,,  AAllbbuuqquueerrqquuee
Tickets: $15-$20
Information: 505-848-1320
■■ SSoouullffllyy
8 p.m.
SSuunnsshhiinnee  TThheeaatteerr,,

AAllbbuuqquueerrqquuee
Tickets: $20
Information: 505-764-0249

JJaann..  2266
■■ TThhee  JJaaccoobbsseenn  BBrrootthheerrss
4 p.m.
LLeennssiicc  PPeerrffoorrmmiinngg  AArrttss

CCeenntteerr,,  SSaannttaa  FFee
Tickets: $12-$80
Information: 505-988-1234
■■ CCuurrtt  FFlleettcchheerr  aanndd  KKrriiss

SShhaaww
7 p.m.
MMoooonnlliigghhtt  LLoouunnggee,,

AAllbbuuqquueerrqquuee
Tickets: $5
Information: 505-764-0249
■■ CCoorreeyy  HHaarrrriiss  aanndd  CCeeddrriicc

WWaattssoonn
7:30 p.m.
SSoouutthh  BBrrooaaddwwaayy  CCuullttuurraall

CCeenntteerr,,  AAllbbuuqquueerrqquuee
Tickets: $22-$27
Information: 505-848-1320
■■ GGrreeaassee  SSiinngg--aa--lloonngg
7:30 p.m.

KKiiMMoo  TThheeaatteerr,,  AAllbbuuqquueerrqquuee
Tickets: $25
Information: 505-768-3522
■■ PPeetteerr  MMuurrpphhyy
8 p.m.
SSuunnsshhiinnee  TThheeaatteerr,,

AAllbbuuqquueerrqquuee
Tickets: $25-$225
Information: 505-764-0249
■■ BBllaacckk  TTiiggeerr  SSeexx  MMaacchhiinnee
9 p.m.
EEll  RReeyy  TThheeaatteerr,,  AAllbbuuqquueerrqquuee
Tickets: $20-$28
Information: 505-510-2582

JJaann..  2277
■■ TThhee  JJaaccoobbsseenn  BBrrootthheerrss
3 p.m.
LLeennssiicc  PPeerrffoorrmmiinngg  AArrttss

CCeenntteerr,,  SSaannttaa  FFee
Tickets: $12-$80
Information: 505-988-1234
■■ PPeetteerr  MMuurrpphhyy
8 p.m.
SSuunnsshhiinnee  TThheeaatteerr,,

AAllbbuuqquueerrqquuee
Tickets: $25-$225
Information: 505-764-0249

JJaann..  2288
■■ HHiippppoo  CCaammppuuss
8 p.m.
SSuunnsshhiinnee  TThheeaatteerr,,

AAllbbuuqquueerrqquuee
Tickets: $22-$99

Information: 505-764-0249
■■ PPrreessiiddeennttiiaall  CChhaammbbeerr

MMuussiicc  SSeerriieess::  FFrreenncchh  HHoorrnn  &&
SSttrriinnggss

7:30 p.m.
MMaacceeyy  CCeenntteerr,,  SSooccoorrrroo
Tickets: free
Information: 575-835-5688

JJaann..  3300
■■ WWee  BBaannjjoo  33
7:30 p.m.
SSoouutthh  BBrrooaaddwwaayy  CCuullttuurraall

CCeenntteerr,,  AAllbbuuqquueerrqquuee
Tickets: $15-$20
Information: 505-848-1320

JJaann..  3311
■■ GGiinnaa  CChhaavveezz
7:30 p.m.
LLeennssiicc  PPeerrffoorrmmiinngg  AArrttss

CCeenntteerr,,  SSaannttaa  FFee
Tickets: $25
Information: 505-988-1234
■■ SSAAYYMMYYNNAAMMEE
9 p.m.
EEll  RReeyy  TThheeaatteerr,,  AAllbbuuqquueerrqquuee
Tickets: $20-$25
Information: 505-510-2582

FFeebb..  11
■■ RReeeell  BBiigg  FFiisshh
8 p.m.
SSuunnsshhiinnee  TThheeaatteerr,,

AAllbbuuqquueerrqquuee
Tickets: $20
Information: 505-764-0249
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Legals, Employment,

Garage Sales, Real Estate,
Automotive, Misc.

CLASSIFIEDS To place an ad:
Call: 575-763-3431 or 575-356-4481
Email: classified@thenews.email 

FOR SALE:  2 irrigated
circles w/ newer

sprinklers. Nice set of
pens. Hydraulic chute

and feed bunks. 
Completely fenced 

w/five wire barbed wire
fence. Nice crop of

wheat.  575-760-9301

FARM AND RANCH
SERVICES

J & W Construction
Welding-Concrete-

Fencing-Metal-Carports-
Metal Roofing-Drywall-
Painting. We Do It All!
Jim at 575-760-6548

CARPENTRY AND
CONSTRUCTION

KIDZO  NORTH @  3401
N. Norris St is now tak-
ing new enrollments  for
ages  6  weeks  to  12
months  old.  Please
come  by  to  get  your
child enrolled or call us
at  575.762.7752  for
more  information.  Our
center  provides  Quality
Care  in  a  Loving  Envi-
ronment.  

BABY-CHILD CARE

   

 2016 TOYOTA CAMRY
SE, ONE OWNER,

STK#50280A  $13,495
RB Toyota, 600 W. 7th

Street, Clovis, NM.
575-762-4551.  

www.rbtoyota.com

     2013 HONDA FIT,
Economical Transporta-
tion STK#10100 $8,995
RB Toyota, 600 W. 7th

Street, Clovis, NM.
575-762-4551.  

www.rbtoyota.com

     2012 CHEVROLET
CRUZE LT,

TURBO, SUNROOF
STK#50293B $7,995

RB Toyota, 600 W. 7th
Street, Clovis, NM.

575-762-4551.  
www.rbtoyota.com

   

 2005 TOYOTA CAMRY
XLE, Leather Sunroof

Low Miles. STK#10103
$8,995 

RB Toyota, 600 W. 7th
Street, Clovis, NM.

575-762-4551.  
www.rbtoyota.com

CARS FOR SALE

   

     2005 GMC YUKON,
LOW MILES,

STK#50239A  $8,995  
RB Toyota, 600 W. 7th

Street, Clovis, NM.
575-762-4551.  

www.rbtoyota.com

CARS FOR SALE

FREON  R12 WANTED:
CERTIFIED  BUYER
will  PICK  UP and PAY
CA$H for R12 cylinders
or cases of cans.  (312)
291-9169;  www.refrig
erantfinders.com

WANTED TO BUY

FOR SALE; Great Pyre-
nesse puppies.  They
will be ready by Xmas.

575-356-3925

5  FREE  KITTENS To
Good  Homes  Only!
Ready  To  Go!  Just  in
time  for  Christmas!
Portales  area.   Call
575-749-8300.

PETS 

      TURQUOISE
FOR SALE 

CALL 575-799-4670

MISCELLANEOUS

MESQUITE 
A cord $320 delivered
½ cord $180 delivered

Call 575-742-6515
Evenings 575-461-9744

FIREWOOD

QUAIL FOR sale:  
Eggs, chicks, adults.

Please not texting 
575-420-9373

LIVESTOCK AND
SUPPLIES

  FOR RENT OR SALE
Lrg  home,  3  BR  2  BA,

great  location,  fenced
yard,  appl.  Incld,  moth-
er-in-law apt. If interest-
ed call 575-762-1985 or
575-309-8358

FOR  RENT 613  W.
Plains.  3  bed  1  bath.
$800  per  month  $500
deposit.  Available  now.
Call  575-693-5837  or
575-791-3203.

AVAILABLE NOW
All Electric

1B1BA
415 W 6th St
575-356-4436

AVAILABLE NOW
2B/1BA

$450 Month
413 Sheldon
575-356-4436

2 AND 3 BR houses
available for rent.

Please call 575-309-
6661 for more informa-

tion.

HOUSE FOR RENT
CURRY COUNTY

    Building For Rent
Building  on  Main  street

for  rent.  407 main,  25ft
by  140ft.  $800  per
month $700 deposit. To
see  call  575-791-3203
or 575-693-5837.

BUS./COMMERCIAL
CURRY COUNTY

RIO PROPERTIES

1 Bedroom
2101 Fred Daughtery

$475 + electric
$300 dep

Call 575-762-1139

APARTMENTS
CURRY COUNTY

APARTMENT  FOR
RENT Clean 2 BR  , 1
full  bath,  W/D,  fridge,
range,  covered  carport.
In a nice  area  of town.
$650  per  month,  $500
dep. Call 575-762-7170

APARTMENTS
CURRY COUNTY

ALL real estate advertis-
ing  in  Clovis  Media  Inc.
newspapers is subject to
the Federal  Fair Housing
Act of 1968 as amended
which  makes it  illegal  to
advertise  "any  prefer-
ence,  limitation  or  dis-
crimination  based  on
race,  color,  religion,
handicap,  family  status
or  national  origin,  or  an
intention  to  make  any
such  preference,  limita-
tion or discrimination."
Clovis Media Inc. will not
knowingly accept any ad-
vertising  in  this  newspa-
per that is in violation  of
the law.  Our readers are
hereby  informed  that  all
dwellings  advertised  in
this newspaper are avail-
able  on  an  equal  oppor-
tunity basis. To complain
of  discrimination,  call
HUD  toll-free  at  (202)-
708-1455.

OWNER FINANCE Nice
completely remodeled

3 BD 2 BA approxi-
mately 2400 sq ft.

Brick home, granite
counter tops, marble

showers. $195,000
575-742-2600 please

leave message.

HOMES FOR SALE
CURRY COUNTY

RESTAURANT  & BAR
General  Manager
Wanted.  Red  Door
Brewing Co. is current-
ly  accepting  applica-
tions  for  a  General
Manager  (3  year+  ex-
perience  required)  We
are  looking  for  a  self-
motivated  candidate
who can manage BOH
& FOH operations,  has
a  passion  for  great
beer,  and  experience
building  successful
teams.  They  will  be
tasked  with  delivering
excellent  customer  ser-
vice,  hiring and training
staff,  inventory  man-
agement,  and  budget-
ing expenses. 

Please submit  a resume
and cover letter to matt
@reddoorbrewing.com
Re: Clovis GM

NUCLEAR TECHNICIAN
needed  ASAP.   Prior
experience  important.
Send  resume  to  Reply
Box  75841   C/O  CMI
P.O.  1689,  Clovis,  NM
88102

NOW  HIRING at  Kidzo
North  and Kidzo  West.
Please  come  by  3401
N. Norris St or 1808 W.
21st  St  here  in  Clovis,
NM to  fill  out  an  appli-
cation. 

NOTICE OF VACANCY
Full Time Custodian

Texico Municipal Schools
are  accepting  applica-
tions for a full time cus-
todian  (40  hours  per
week).  Applications will
be  accepted  until  posi-
tion is filled.  Paid vaca-
tion,  insurance  and re-
tirement  benefits  avail-
able.   Job  duties  re-
quire  some  heavy  lift-
ing.    Applicants  must
be able to pass a back-
ground check.  Applica-
tions  may  be  obtained
at  www.texicoschools.-
com or  at  the  Superin-
tendents  Office,  Texico
Education  Complex,
520 North  Griffin,  Texi-
co, New Mexico.

NEW TODAY!

g
tions  may  be  obtained
at  www.texicoschools.-
com or  at  the  Superin-
tendents  Office,  Texico
Education  Complex,
520 North  Griffin,  Texi-
co, New Mexico.

NEW TODAY!

HELP WANTED

NOTICE OF VACANCY
Full Time Custodian 

Texico Municipal Schools
are  accepting  applica-
tions for a full time cus-
todian  (40  hours  per
week).  Applications will
be  accepted  until  posi-
tion is filled.  Paid vaca-
tion,  insurance  and re-
tirement  benefits  avail-
able.   Job  duties  re-
quire  some  heavy  lift-
ing.    Applicants  must
be able to pass a back-
ground check.  Applica-

KIDZO  IS seeking  a  Di-
rector  for  Child  Devel-
opment Center  opening
in Portales.

Requirements-Bachelors
degree in ECE or relat-
ed field plus experience
or  AA  in ECE plus ex-
perience.  

Resume  to  virginia@fcfc
online.com 

ECHO  OR CARDIAC
ULTRA SOUND TECH-
NICIAN needed.  Send
resume  to  Reply  Box
68477   C/O  CMI  P.O.
1689, Clovis, NM 88102

DESERT  VALLEY Hon-
ey  LLC  needs  2  Bee-
keepers  temp pos avail
to  work  w/beehives,
feed/clean/  maintain
hives,  help  produce
honey,  bees;  use  tools
to  extract  honey,  melt
wax,  clean  work  area,
must  bend,  stoop  &
sustain  50-75lbs 3 mos
exp  reqd,  not  been  al-
lergic  to  bee-stings,
work  under  ext  hot
weather  cond.  Tools&
housing w/cooking facil-
ity  provd.  Daily  transp
to/from central  loc-work
site  provd,  post-hire
drug test paid by emplr.
No edu req,  no on-the-
job  train  avail  from
1/10-  11/10/19  6am-
3pm,  30min  lunch  &  2
15min  breaks  48hr/wk
$10.50-$18/hr  DOE No
OT 3/4 contract guaran-
tee Job Loc to travel in
Maricopa  &  Pinal  Cty.
Apply in person at near-
est  SWA,  fax  res
602.256.1366 Attn Kam
Weaver  or  call  emplr
602.317.1228 Attn: Tim
Balzhyk  RE:  Job#
3273299

NEW TODAY!

CONST.  ALL phases.
Clovis  area.   Only exp.
need  apply. Non-smok-
er.  House  and  trans.
Provided.  806-678-
9187.

CLOVIS HOUSING AND
REDEVELOPMENT

AGENCY, INC., 
is  accepting  applications

for the position of Main-
tenance Mechanic  Aide
A. 

This position is for main-
tenance  work  primarily
affecting  the  residents
in the housing develop-
ment.  Under  direction
of the Maintenance Su-
pervisor  applicant  will
make  repairs  to  build-
ings,  structures  and
grounds of the develop-
ment including painting,
carpentry,  masonry and
mechanical  work  in
dwelling  and  non-
dwelling buildings.

Applications  can  be
picked up at  the Agen-
cy's  Administrative  Of-
fice  at  2101  West
Grand  Avenue,  Clovis,
NM 88101. Applications
accepted  until  position
is filled.

Equal  Employment  Op-
portunity Authority 

CLASS  A CDL  Driver
Tanker  Endorsed  2yrs
Exp,  Clean MVR need-
ed.  Home  Nightly,  6
days  per  week.  Starts
$14  ph.  Call  Art  Cane
575.760.9860

g
ture.  Applicant  must  be
able  to  pass a criminal
background  and  credit
check. 

Please send resume to:
CFCU
Attn: Human Resources
PO Box 2080  
Clovis, NM 88102 
Or  email:  humanrs@

cannonfcu.org 

HELP WANTED

CANNON  FEDERAL
CREDIT  UNION  is  cur-
rently  seeking  a  quali-
fied candidate for Chief
Financial Officer (CFO).

The CFO will have prima-
ry  day-to-day responsi-
bility  for  planning,  bud-
geting,  implementing,
managing,  and  control-
ling  all  financial-related
activities  of  the  Credit
Union.  This will include
direct  responsibility  for
accounting,  finance,
forecasting  and  strate-
gic planning.  

Qualifications  include:
Degree in Business Ad-
ministration,  Finance,
Accounting  or a combi-
nation of equivalent ex-
perience  and education
(CPA preferred); Strong
knowledge  of  NCUA
regulations  and  credit
union  industry;  strong
analytical  skills with the
ability to identify and re-
solve  problems;  and
strategic thinking, ability
to  see  the  larger  pic-

HELP WANTED

CLOVIS  MEDIA INC.
shall  not  be  liable  for
failure to publish an ad,
for  typographical  errors
or  for errors  in  publica-
tion except to the extent
of  the  cost  of  that  por-
tion  of  the  ad  wherein
the error occurred. Cost
adjustment  is  limited  to
the first day insertion.

SPECIAL NOTICES

FOUND:  CLASS RING.
FOUND IN FRONT OF
THE  CLOVIS  MUNICI-
PAL  ADMINISTRA-
TION  BUILDING  SUN-
DAY  DECEMBER  2.
PLEASE  CALL  TO
IDENTIFY  575-366-
4029.

FOUND DEC. 3:  Wheel
& tire, lumber, on Norris
St.  near  Llano  Estaca-
do.  575-760-6270.

LOST AND FOUND

Notice is hereby given of
the title and the subject
matter contained in the
ordinance duly adopted
and approved by the
City Council of the City
of Portales, New Mexi-
co on  December 4,
2018.

The Ordinance is:

ORDINANCE NO.736

AN ORDINANCE RE-
PEALING SECTION

9.5 OF THE 
PORTALES CITY CODE

IN ITS ENTIRETY AND
ADOPTING 

A NEW SECTION 9.5

A complete copy of this
ordinance is available
at the City Clerk's office
at City Hall, 100 West
First Street, Portales,
NM 88130 during regu-
lar hours-8:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m., Monday
through Friday.

The Portales City Coun-
cil, which is the duly
elected governing body
of and for the City of
Portales, State of New
Mexico, has determined
that the above-titled Or-
dinance No.    736  was
PASSED, APPROVED
AND ADOPTED this
4th    day of      De-
cember, 2018.

Joan Martinez-  Terry
City Clerk

LEGALS

LEGAL 76481
December 12, 2018

CITY OF PORTALES,
NEW MEXICO

NOTICE OF ADOPTION
OF ORDINANCE

NO.736

LEGAL 76496
December 12, 2018
December 19, 2018

NINTH JUDICIAL
DISTRICT
STATE OF NEW 
MEXICO
COUNTY OF CURRY

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE PETITION OF
Anthony George Gibbs
FOR  CHANGE  OF

NAME 

No.  D-905-CV-2018-
000757
NOTICE OF CHANGE

OF NAME
TAKE  NOTICE  that  in

accordance  with  the
provisions of Sec. 40-8-
1  through  Sec.  40-8-3
NMSA  1978,  the  Peti-
tioner  Anthony  George
Gibbs    will apply to the
Honorable  David  P.
Reeb,  Jr.,  District
Judge of the Ninth Judi-
cial District at the Curry
County  Courthouse,
700  N.  Main  Street,
Suite  14,  in   Clovis,
New Mexico  at  8:00am
on the  2nd day of Jan-
uary, 2019 for an Order
for  Change  of  Name
from  Anthony  George
Gibbs  to  Anneliese
Persephone Gibbs

Shelly Burger
District Court Clerk

Cherry L. Garza
Deputy Clerk

Submitted by:
/s/  Anthony  George

Gibbs
Petitioner Pro Se

vided herein are as pro-
vided in the Procedural
Order  issued  in  this
case and are subject to
further  order  of  the
Commission or Hearing
Examiner.   Any  inter-
ested  person  should
contact  the  Commis-
sion  at  505-827-6956
for  confirmation  of  the
hearing  date,  time,  and
place  since  hearings
are  occasionally
rescheduled.

7.   Any  person  filing
pleadings  or  testimony
may file in person or by
mail  at  the  Commis-
sion's  address  above
and  shall  serve  copies
on all parties of record,
Staff,  and  the  Hearing
Examiner  at  Elizabeth.

Hurst@state.nm.us on
the  date  of  filing.   All
documents  emailed  to
the  Hearing  Examiner
shall include versions in
Microsoft Word or other
native  formats  if  avail-
able.

8.   Any  person  whose
testimony  has  been
pre-filed  shall  attend
the  hearing and submit
to  examination  under
oath.

9.  The  Commission's
Rules  of  Procedure
(1.2.2  NMAC) shall  ap-
ply  to  this  case  except
as modified by Order of
the  Commission  or
Hearing  Examiner.   A
copy  of  such  Rules  is
available  online  at  the
official  NMAC  website
http://164.64.110.134/n
mac/nmac-titles.

10.   ANY  PERSON
WITH  A  DISABILITY
REQUIRING  SPECIAL
ASSISTANCE  IN  OR-
DER  TO  PARTICI-
PATE  IN  THIS  PRO-
CEEDING  SHOULD
CONTACT  THE  COM-
MISSION  AT  1-800-
947-4722  AS  SOON
AS POSSIBLE  PRIOR
TO  THE COMMENCE-
MENT  OF  THE  PUB-
LIC HEARING.

I S S U E D at Santa Fe,
New  Mexico  this  29th
day of November 2018.

NEW  MEXICO  PUBLIC
REGULATION  COM-
MISSION

Elizabeth C. Hurst 
Hearing Examiner

LEGALS

g
prospective  intervenors
of record.

(B)  Schedule if a Stipu-
lation is filed:

1.   A  public  hearing  to
hear  and  receive  testi-
mony,  exhibits,  and ar-
guments  on  any  filed
stipulation  is  set  to
commence at 9:00 A.M.
on  February  11,  2019,
and continue thereafter,
if necessary.  The hear-
ing will take place in the
Hearing  Room,  ground
floor,  at  the  Commis-
sion's  offices  in  the
P.E.R.A. Building, 1120
Paseo de Peralta, San-
ta Fe, New Mexico.

2.   Any  Stipulation  and
required  documents
pursuant  to  1.2.2.20
NMAC may be filed  by
January 18, 2019.

3.   Any statement  in op-
position  to a stipulation
pursuant  to  1.2.2.20B
(2) NMAC may be filed
by January 23, 2019.

4.   Testimony in support
of  a stipulation shall be
filed  by SPS and Staff,
and may be filed by the
intervenors  by  January
25, 2019.

5.   Any testimony  in  op-
position  to a stipulation
may  be filed  by Febru-
ary 1, 2019.

6.  Any rebuttal testimony
may  be filed  by Febru-
ary 8, 2019.

C.   Litigated  Schedule
(if  no  Stipulation  is
filed)

1.   A  public  hearing  to
hear  and  receive  testi-
mony,  exhibits,  argu-
ments and other appro-
priate  matters  relevant
to this proceeding is set
to  commence  at  9:00
A.M.  on  April  1,  2019,
and continue thereafter,
if necessary.  The hear-
ing will take place in the
Hearing  Room,  ground
floor,  at  the  Commis-
sion's  offices  in  the
P.E.R.A. Building, 1120
Paseo de Peralta, San-
ta Fe, New Mexico.

2.   Testimony  shall  be
filed  by Staff,  and  may
be  filed  by  the  inter-
venors,  by  March  5,
2019.

3.  Any rebuttal testimony
may  be  filed  by March
19, 2019.

 
4.  SPS's  Application,  to-

gether  with  supporting
pre-filed  direct  testimo-
ny, any exhibits and re-
lated  papers,  may  be
examined by any inter-
ested person at the of-
fices  of  SPS  or  the
Commission  at  the  fol-
lowing addresses or by
calling  SPS  at  1-800-
895-4999 during normal
business  hours.   All in-
quiries  or  written  com-
ments  concerning  this
matter  should  refer  to
Case No. 18 00329 UT.

  
Southwestern Public Ser-

vice Company
111 East Fifth Street
Post Office Box 1937
Roswell,  New  Mexico

88201
Mike McLeod

Southwestern Public Ser-
vice Company

790 South Buchanan St.,
7th Floor

Amarillo, Texas 79101
Jeff  Comer,  Regulatory

Case Specialist

New Mexico Public  Reg-
ulation Commission

Records  Management
Bureau

P. O. Box 1269
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico

87504-1269

Further information about
this  case  can  be  ob-
tained  at  the  Commis-
sions'  website,
http://www.nmprc.state.
nm.us under  “Case
Lookup  Edocket”,  or  at
SPS's  website,  (XCEL
Energy's  website)
http://www.xcelenergy.
com/regulatory.

5.  Any interested person
may appear at the time
and  place  of  hearing
and  make  written  or
oral  comment  pursuant
to  1.2.2.23(F)  NMAC
without becoming an in-
tervener.   Written  com-
ments,  which  shall  ref-
erence  Case  No.  18-
00329-UT,  may  be
mailed  to  the  Commis-
sion  at  the  address
above.  Such comments
will  not  be  considered
as  evidence  in  this
case.  The  following
physical  address of  the
Commission  shall  be
used only for special or
hand-deliveries:   1120
Paseo de Peralta, San-
ta  Fe,  New  Mexico
87501.

6.   The procedural  dates
and  requirements  pro-

LEGALS

LEGAL 76420
December 12, 2018

BEFORE  THE  NEW
MEXICO  PUBLIC
REGULATION  COM-
MISSION

IN  THE  MATTER  OF
THE  APPLICATION
OF  SOUTHWESTERN
PUBLIC  SERVICE
COMPANYS  APPLI-
CATION   REQUEST-
ING  APPROVAL  TO
RETIRE  AND  ABAN-
DON  ITS  PLANT  X
GENERATING  STA-
TION UNIT 1,

PLANT X GENERATING
STATION UNIT 2,

AND  CUNNINGHAM
GENERATING  STA-
TION UNIT 1, AND DE-
TERMINATION OF RE-
LATED  RATEMAKING
PRINCIPLES  AND
TREATMENT.

Case No. 18-00329-UT

NOTICE TO SPS 
CUSTOMERS

NOTICE is  hereby given
that:

1.     In  accordance with
the  Abandonment  Sec-
tion 62-9-5 of the Public
Utility  Act,  Southwest-
ern  Public  Service
Company  (“SPS”)  filed
an Application and sup-
porting direct  testimony
with  the  New  Mexico
Public Regulation Com-
mission  (“Commission”)
requesting  that  the
Commission  enter  an
order:   (a)  authorizing
SPS to retire and aban-
don the use of  Plant  X
Generating  Station  Unit
1 (Plant  X 1) and Cun-
ningham  Generating
Station Unit 1 (Cunning-
ham 1) as of December
31,  2019  and  Plant  X
Generating  Station  Unit
2 (Plant X 2) as of De-
cember  31,  2020;  (b)
authorizing  SPS  to
record  and recover  the
remaining,  unrecovered
net  plant  balance  and
estimated  dismantling
costs of each unit at the
time  of  retirement  and
to  include  that  amount
in the base rates estab-
lished  in  SPSs  next
base rate  case;  (c)  au-
thorizing  SPS to record
in  a  deferred  account
the  difference  between
actual  and  estimated
decommissioning  and
dismantling  costs  for
each  of  the  three  units
after  completion  of  ac-
tual  dismantling  activi-
ties;  (d)  authorizing
SPS to recover  the de-
ferred  balance  from
customers  if  actual  de-
commissioning  and dis-
mantling  costs  exceed
estimated  decommis-
sioning and dismantling
costs,  or  to  return  the
deferred  balance  to
customers  if  estimated
decommissioning  and
dismantling  costs  ex-
ceed actual  decommis-
sioning and dismantling
costs;  and  (e)  granting
all  other approvals,  au-
thorizations,  and  relief
that may be required for
SPS to retire and aban-
don Plant  X 1,  Plant  X
2,  and  Cunningham  1
and to  recover  the  as-
sociated costs.

2.   SPS's  Application
states that:  (a)  Plant  X
1,  Plant X 2, and Cun-
ningham 1 are near the
end of their useful lives;
and (b) the present and
future  public  conve-
nience  and  necessity
do  not  require  the  ser-
vice or use of Plant X 1,
Plant  X 2,  or  Cunning-
ham 1 facilities.   SPS's
Application  requests
that the Commission is-
sue  a  final  order  by
April 15, 2019.

3.   The Commission  has
assigned Case No.  18-
00329-UT to this  Appli-
cation,  and  all  corre-
spondence,  pleadings,
comments,  and  other
communications  shall
refer  to  that case  num-
ber.

4.   There  is  a  two track
procedural  schedule
established in this case;
one track is for a stipu-
lated  or  agreed  upon
resolution and the other
track, if there is no stip-
ulation,  is  a  litigated
track, both are set forth
separately as follows:

(A)   Any person desiring
to intervene in the pro-
ceeding must file a Mo-
tion  to  Intervene  by
January  11,  2019,  pur-
suant  to  1.2.2.23
NMAC.  All  motions  for
leave to intervene shall
be  served  on  all  exist-
ing  parties  and
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Advertising
Works!

Advertising
Works!

Give. Advocate.
Volunteer.

LIVE UNITED.
www.unitedwayenm.org

DO YOU have a car 
that you need to sell? 
Do you need a deal 
for your wheels? We 
have a deal for you 
called deals for 
wheels. Call  Rebekah
or Tammy at 763-
3431.

RENTED THE FIRST 
DAY!

“I AM going to tell ev-
eryone to put their ad 
in the Classifieds.”

J.C.

LARGE
3 BR, 3 bath, double 

garage, big den fire-
place. 1 mile from 
CAFB. Mature trees 
and yard. $550/mo. 
plus deposit. Call 
xxx-xxxx.

Advertising Works!
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PPrreepp  bbaasskkeettbbaallll
BBooyyss

Dora at Clovis Christian, n.

Tatum at Texico, n.

West Las Vegas at Portales, n.

GGiirrllss
Clovis at Estacado, n.

Portales at West Las Vegas, n.

Tatum at Texico, n.

PPrreepp  bbaasskkeettbbaallll
BBooyyss

Clovis at Academy Tournament, Albuquerque

Dora at Logan Invitational Tournament

Texico at Tucumcari, 7:30 p.m.

GGiirrllss
Clovis at Mel Otero Invitational, Rio Rancho

Texico at Tucumcari, 6 p.m.

PPrreepp  bbaasskkeettbbaallll
BBooyyss

Clovis at Academy Tournament, Albuquerque

Muleshoe at Portales, 7 p.m.

Dora at Logan Invitational Tournament

GGiirrllss
Clovis at Mel Otero Invitational, Rio Rancho

Portales at Robertson, 5:30 p.m.

SSaattuurrddaayy
PPrreepp  sswwiimmmmiinng

Clovis at Belen

PPrreepp  bbaasskkeettbbaallll
BBooyyss

Clovis at Academy Tournament, Albuquerque

Portales at Robertson, 7 p.m.

Dora at Logan Invitational Tournament

West Las Vegas at Texico, 3:30 p.m.

GGiirrllss
Clovis at Mel Otero Invtiational, Rio Rancho

MMoonnddaayy
CCoolllleeggee  bbaasskkeettbbaallll

WWoommeenn
ENMU at Oklahoma Christian, noon

TTuueessddaayy TThhuurrssddaayy SSaattuurrddaayy//MMoonnddaayyFFrriiddaayy//SSaattuurrddaayy

Can Rams ‘shoulder’ load without star?

BY THE STAFF OF THE NEWS

SANTA FE — How the Portales girls basket-
ball season goes is largely going to depend on
whether a young Ram squad finds scoring
options outside of senior post Taylee Rippee.

They’re about to get a crash course, with the
senior’s status up in the air following a 64-44

loss to Robertson in Saturday’s Santa Fe Tournament cham-
pionship game.

Aliziana Darley had 22 points, and the sibling pair of
Jazmyne Jenkins and Jayden Jenkins combined for 31 as the
Cardinals pulled away following Rippee’s departure with a
dislocated shoulder in the third quarter.

“I was very proud of how they responded,” Portales coach
Wade Fraze said. “After Taylee went out, we were down four
or six. She hurt it in the second, and I think it just weakened
it. She sat out for a while in the second. The third is when it
came completely out.”

Rippee was due for an evaluation prior to Tuesday’s game

at West Las Vegas, but Fraze is planning for a scenario where
she’ll miss that game and Friday’s rematch at Robertson.

Fraze said he would gladly coach with a dislocated shoul-
der rather than have her suffer the injury, playing or not, but
all Portales can really do is use her absence as a chance to
develop other players.

“As young as we are,” Fraze said, “we're about to get
younger. Taylee, you can't replace a kid like that.”

The biggest key against Robertson Friday will be the
transition game, as Darley will try to create one-person

Staff photo: Kevin Wilson

Jacob Moon goes between La Cueva defenders Derek Aeilts, left, and Micah Cooper in the first half of Saturday’s game at Rock Staubus
Gymnasium, Clovis’ home opener. Moon had 19 points and nine rebounds in the 72-62 overtime win.

Home, sweet home
By Kevin Wilson

EDITOR
kwilson@thenews.email

CLOVIS — Blake
Muscato didn’t see his only
field goal of Saturday’s over-
time thriller against La
Cueva.

But he sure
heard it.

The sopho-
more guard
netted 13
points, with

seven coming in the extra
frame, as the Clovis Wildcats
outlasted La Cueva 72-62 in
Saturday’s home opener to
move back over .500 before
heading to this week’s
Albuquerque Academy
Tournament.

Senior guard Jacob Moon

had team highs of 19 points
on 7-of-10 shooting and nine
boards as the Wildcats (2-1)
chipped away at an early La
Cueva advantage, then dom-
inated the extra session.

“I felt confident because
the fourth quarter was the
best quarter we’d played,”
Clovis head coach Jaden Isler
said of the overtime session
that gave him his first home
win in as many tries at
Clovis. “We had a spark to
us, and we really locked in.

We were spotty in the way
we ran our full court press in
the first three quarters.”

Both teams had a chance
to take the win in regulation.
The Wildcats came out of a
timeout with 13.7 seconds
left and got an inside shot
for Bryce Cabeldue, but
both his shot and Moon’s
putback attempt rimmed
out. The Bears rebounded
and called time with two
seconds to play, and Zach
Portillo’s 50-foot heave was

on line but about a foot
short of the hoop.

Clovis never trailed in the
four minutes of free basket-
ball, but didn’t put the Bears
(0-3) away early due to spot-
ty overtime free-throw
shooting. They hit just three
of their first six attempts, but
took control in a frenetic 10
seconds as post Ro Morgan
put back a missed Cabeldue
free throw, then Cabeldue

❏’Cats need OT to
survive their season
debut at the Rock. WILDCATS

’CATS WIN on Page 3D

❏ Rippee injury leaves her status up
in the air following weekend tourney.

RAMS on Page 2D

Whoa,
mercy
Mercy

BY THE STAFF OF THE NEWS

RICHARDSON, Texas —
S e n i o r
M e r c y
Rotich from
the Eastern
N e w
M e x i c o
cross coun-
try team
took home
a n o t h e r
piece of
hardware on

Monday as she was selected
the 2018 Lone Star
Conference Women's
Runner of the Year.

Rotich was selected as the
recipient of the award based
on votes from the league's
head coaches. She complet-
ed a successful senior cam-
paign that included winning
the Lone Star Conference
Championship, earning
USTFCCCA All-South
Central Region accolades
and was the only LSC runner
to qualify for the NCAA
Division II National
Championships.

At the LSC Championships
on Nov. 3 in Canyon, Texas,
Rotich crossed the finish line
in 21:54.20, beating the next
closest competitor by more
than a minute to become the
first ever female conference
champion in the history of the
program. The win came just
two weeks after her first vic-
tory of the season at the Lone
Star Conference Preview
when she turned in her fastest
6k time of the season at
21:48.65, the third-fastest 6k
time in the ENMU record
books.

Rotich followed it up with
another strong performance
at the NCAA Division II
South Central Region
Championships held in
Denver on Nov. 17, as she
finished with a time of
22:18.70 to come away with
15th place and qualified for
the NCAA Division II
National Championships for
the second time in her career.

Rotich was one of the top
competitors in the field at the
NCAA Division II National
Championships on Dec. 3 in

ROTICH on Page 2D

❏ Eastern senior
Rotich wins LSC
Runner of the Year.

Rotich
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It was a great start for the Clovis girls bas-
ketball team, but not so great a finish.

Coming off Friday night’s comeback vic-
tory over Cleveland, Clovis took the long
journey to Espanola Valley, hoping to make it
two in a row.

But after a strong defensive first half —
one in which the Lady Wildcats held
Espanola to just 12 total points — the Lady
Sundevils erupted for 36 in the second half
and outlasted Clovis 48-41.

“The wheels fell off in the second half,”
Clovis head coach Jeff Reed said.

The Lady ’Cats led 13-6 after one quarter,
21-12 at halftime. By the third quarter’s end,
Clovis still led 33-27.

But scoring just eight points in the fourth
quarter, while allowing 21, did Clovis in.

“We just didn’t score,” Reed said. “We’ve
just got to be able to score more than 41
points. Especially on the road. ... If we
could’ve built up a 20-point lead, it would’ve
changed the whole aspect of the game. We let
them hang around and they overcame us in
the fourth quarter.

“The missed opportunities to put them
away at the beginning of the game really
came back to bite us. It was really a blown
opportunity to win on the road at a tough
place to play.”

A few numbers jump out. The Lady
Wildcats committed 28 turnovers. They were
17-of-34 from the foul line overall. They
were 8-of-23 (34 percent) from the paint.

Espanola Valley hit eight three-pointers.
“And I’ll bet they shot 40,” Reed said. “They
were all 5-6, 5-7 girls and they spread out and
all they did was jack threes all night. The first
half they couldn’t hit the broad side of a barn.”

But in the second half, different story. The Lady
Sundevils were 6-of-8 from three-point land.
They hit four of those six in the fourth quarter.

“I felt like we were the better team,” Reed said,
“we just didn’t finish when we had to finish.”

Clovis’ Annabelle Martinez led all scorers
with 13 points. Mikyla Harkley added 10
points for the Lady Wildcats, who entered
Tuesday night’s game at Estacado in
Lubbock with a 2-2 record.

Miranda Salazar and Kaylee Chavez led
Espanola Valley with 11 points apiece.
Destiny Valdez chipped in with 10 points.

Decent start
Texico’s girls basketball team is a younger

one than the team that captured a 3A state
championship last season.

Too young to compete for a 2A title this
winter? That remains to be seen. But so far,
the Lady Wolverines are looking like they
have the makings to be contenders.

Heading into Tuesday night’s home game
with Tatum, the Lady Wolves were 5-2, com-
ing off a pretty good first week of December,
during which they suffered their first loss of
the month, but had three wins in the week
leading up to that.

On the first night of December, Texico
beat Clovis 47-38 in the last game of the
Foxy Drive-In Shootout. The Lady Wolves
then had four days off, but that was followed
with three straight games in the Farwell
Tournament.

Texico opened the tournament with a 52-
24 rout of Plains on Thursday, followed on
Friday with a 53-27 blowout of Littlefield.

The Lady Wolves were in so-far-so-good
mode when they took on Farwell in Saturday
night’s championship game, but lost 52-38.

After Tuesday night’s matchup with
Tatum, Texico was scheduled to play a
Thursday-night road game against
Tucumcari, with tip-off time slated for 6 p.m.

Boys round-up
Logan 84, Grady/San
Jon/House 57

Logan used big scoring outbursts in the
second and third quarters to seize control

during an 84-57 victory Thursday over
Grady/San Jon/House during the Dora
Tournament.

The Longhorns outscored the Bronchos
26-9 in the second period and 25-14 in the
third to take a 74-45 lead.

“We started slow, but once we got going,
we played pretty well,” Griffiths said. “We
shot the ball much better, and it was good to
see the guys gain some confidence.”

Dante Sanchez scored 25 points to lead the
Longhorns. Dyson Day added 18 points, and
Chase Earle had 16.

“We played tough in the first quarter, but
they got away from us in the second,”
Bronchos coach Jonathan Langan said.

Chisum Rush led the Bronchos with 26 points.
Grady/San Jon/House (1-3) defeated the

Elida junior varsity on Saturday. A final
score wasn't available, but Langan said Rush
scored 15 points.

Elida 63, Grady/San
Jon/House 52

Elida used a big second quarter to pace
itself to a 63-52 victory over Grady/San
Jon/House on Friday at the Dora
Tournament.

The Tigers (1-2) outscored the Bronchos
20-8 in the second period to take a 30-20 lead.

“We played tough but just didn't do the lit-
tle things down the stretch,” Langan said.

Rush led the Bronchos with 21 points.

Gateway Christian 59,
Grady/San Jon/House 41

Gateway Christian used a big third quarter
to salt away a 59-41 win Dec. 4 against
Grady/San Jon/House at Grady.

The Warriors (2-1) outscored the Bronchos
24-11 in the third period to forge a 47-25 lead.

The Bronchos trailed 23-14 at intermission.
“We did a really good job in the first half

of shutting down their scorers,” Langan said,
“but in the second half, they came alive.”

Rush led Grady/San Jon/House with 15 points.

Girls round-up
Pine Hill 55, Grady/San
Jon/House 22

The Lady Bronchos found themselves
overwhelmed during the semifinals of the
Dora Tournament on Friday, losing 55-22 to
state-ranked Pine Hill.

Grady/San Jon/House trailed 18-4 in the
first quarter and 27-10 at halftime. Pine Hill
was ranked No. 1 in Class A by
MaxPreps.com before the game.

“Pine Hill is quick and they're a good
team, but it was more our own mistakes,”
Bronchos coach Rebecca Burns said. “We
made silly turnovers the entire game and did-
n't transition quickly enough on defense.”

Morgan Becerra led the Lady Bronchos
with six points.
Logan 62, Elida 36

The Lady Longhorns seized control early
while coasting to a 62-36 victory Thursday
over Elida in the Dora Tournament. Logan
(2-0) jumped out to a 31-14 lead in the first
quarter and led 43-23 at halftime. “We
pressed some in the first quarter,” Strand
said. “We got the lead and then was able to
play everyone.” Webb led the Lady
Longhorns with 26 points, and Harlie Roach
added 24. Logan played without two starters
because of injuries.

Elida fell to (1-2) overall.

Grady/San Jon/House 33,
Hagerman 30

The Lady Bronchos notched their first win
of the year with a come-from-behind 33-30
victory Thursday over Hagerman during the
Dora Tournament.

Grady/San Jon/House trailed 16-9 early
but outscored the Bobcats 13-6 in the final
quarter to secure the win.

Burns said the key to the game was going
to a man-to-man defense in the fourth quarter.

“It didn't necessarily produce turnovers,
but it put the pressure on a little and sped up
the game,” she said. “We did a much better
job rebounding the last few minutes, as
well.”

Isabelle Martinez led Grady/San
Jon/House with 10 points. Becerra and Timia
Northcutt each scored six.

Hagerman fell to 0-2 overall.

Gateway Christian 46,
Grady/San Jon/House 42

The Lady Bronchos held an 11-point lead
at intermission but saw it dwindle away in
the second half on Dec. 4 during a 46-42 loss
to Gateway Christian at Grady.

Grady/San Jon/House led 28-17 at the
half but saw it evaporate in the third quar-
ter when the Lady Warriors went on 15-4
run. Gateway Christian then played well
enough in the final period to gain the edge
in a close win.

“We started out real strong and shot well in
the first half,” Burns said. “Our defense did a
great job containing their shooters. We strug-
gled to score in the third, and their shooters
got hot in the second half.”

Gateway Christian improved to 2-0 overall.
Teryn Foote led the Lady Bronchos with 15

points, and Divinity Archuleta scored nine.

The Quay County Sun contributed to
this report.
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Basketball
PPrreepp  ssuummmmaarriieess

BBooyyss
SSaattuurrddaayy

CClloovviiss  7722,,  LLaa  CCuueevvaa  6622,,  OOTT
LLaa  CCuueevvaa  ((00--33))  —— Derek Aeilts 9-15 1-1 21,

Isaiah Ortega 6-8 3-4 16, Zach Garcia 5-8 1-3

11, Zach Portillo 1-5 2-3 4, Daniel Harrod 1-1
2-2 4, Micah Cooper 1-2 1-2 3, Jashon Lowrey

1-4 0-1 2, Jalen Lopez 0-0 1-4 1, Tristan

Moore 0-1 0-0 0, Brett Clark 0-0 0-0 0, Totals

24-43 11-20 62. 
CClloovviiss  ((22--11))  —— Jacob Moon 7-10 5-9 19,

Bryce Cabeldue 7-11 2-4 16, Blake Muscato 1-
5 11-13 13, Ro Morgan 4-13 2-5 10, Josiah

Lombrana 3-10 1-2 8, Anthony Gutierrez 1-2

1-2 3, Dwayne Dawson 1-5 0-0 2, Dominick
Urioste 0-2 0-0 0, Malik Phillips 0-0 0-0 0,

Totals 24-58 23-37 72.

La Cueva 14     12  18 14    4     — 62

Clovis 11     12  19 16  14— 72

33--ppooiinntteerrss  —— La Cueva 3-12 (Aeilts 2-6,

Ortega 1-1, Garcia 0-1, Lowrey 0-2, Portillo 0-

2), Clovis 1-13 (Lombrana 1-3, Gutierrez 0-1,

Morgan 0-1, Moon 0-2, Urioste 0-2, Muscato

0-4). RReebboouunnddss  —— La Cueva 34 (Ortega 10),

Clovis 31 (Moon, Cabeldue 9). Technical fouls

— Urioste, Aeilts, La Cueva coach Frank

Castillo. FFoouulleedd  oouutt  —— Aeilts, Portillo. JJuunniioorr
vvaarrssiittyy  —— La Cueva 70, Clovis 33.

GGiirrllss
SSaattuurrddaayy

RRoobbeerrttoonn  6644,,  PPoorrttaalleess  4444
PPoorrttaalleess  ——  Taylee Rippee 13, Taris Rippee

10, Riley Shillings 8, Alexis Ryen 4, Mattison

Blakey 3, Kenzie Davis 2, Teagan Faust 2,

Codi Flores 2, Totals 17 8-16 44.

RRoobbeerrttssoonn  —— Aliazana Darley 22, Jazmyne

Jenkins 18, Jayden Jenkins 13, Tessia Ortiz 4,

Shayla Hills 2, Jasmine Jaramilo 2, Jasmine

Barela 2, Leann Salazar 1, Totals 25 13-23 64.

Portales     10   13   10   11     — 44

Robertson 16  13   16   21     — 64

33--ppooiinntteerrss  —— Portales, Shillings 2.

Robertson, Jaz. Jenkins.

EEssppaannoollaa  VVaalllleeyy  4488,,  CClloovviiss  4411  
Clovis       13  8   12  8 — 41

Espanola 6  6   15  21 — 48

CClloovviiss  —— Mikyla Harkley 10, Annabelle

Martinez 13, Antanishwa Molett 7, Aydan

Everett 2, Kaydee Weaver 4, Tajvionna Johnson

1, Madison Tolbert 4. Totals 11 17-34 41.

EEssppaannoollaa  VVaalllleeyy  —— Anita DeAguero 8,

Miranda Salazar 11, Jasmine Baca 6, Destiny

Valdez 10, Kaylinn Martinez 2, Kaylee Chavez

11, Kianna Duran 2. Totals 15 10-27 48.

33--ppooiinntt  ggooaallss  —— Clovis, Martinez 2.

Espanola, Valdez 3, Salazar 2, Chavez 2, Baca.

fast breaks.
“She had 18 of her 22 in

the second half,” Fraze
said. “I think all of them
were on snowbird layups.
When we take a shot, she
flies and they baseball pass
it to her.”

Taylee Rippee had a team-
high 13, while Taris Rippee
added 10. Riley Shillings
added eight for Portales.

The Rams went 2-1 in the
tournament, with comfort-
able wins over St. Michael’s
and Santa Fe, and Fraze felt it

was a great experience
despite the ending.

“Alexis Ryen had a career
best in points one night,
rebounds the next,” Fraze
said. “Taris Rippee made all-
tournament (along with
Taylee); she had 10 points
Saturday. Teagan Faust
played phenomenal defense.”

Rams
From Page 1D

““AAs young as we are,
we’re about to get
younger. Taylee, you
can’t replace a kid like
that.”

——  WWaaddee  FFrraazzee  ,,

PPoorrttaalleess  ggiirrllss  hhoooopp  ccooaacchh  

Pittsburgh, placing 60th out
of 264 runners competing in

the event. She
turned in a
time of
23:58.8, which
was only 1:51
off the champi-

onship pace.
Opening the 2017 cam-

paign on a high note, Rotich
took home a second place fin-

ish at the Texas Tech Open on
Sept. 14 after the finish line
in 18:04.70. The time broke
Amber Saiz's ENMU 5k
record of 18:07.78 set at the
2015 Arkansas Chile Pepper
Festival. Two weeks later,
Rotich competed at the
Arkansas Chile Pepper
Festival as well and shattered
her own school record when
she finished the race in
17:37.70.

It was the second time in
her illustrious career that
Rotich was named the LSC
Female Runner of the Year.

She earned the 2016 accolade
after becoming an All-
American with a sixth place
finish at the NCAA Division
II National Championships.
Rotich won the NCAA South
Central Regional
Championship that year to
become the first ever national
championship qualifier since
the start of the ENMU
women's cross country pro-
gram in 2002.

Upon wrapping up her
record-setting career, Rotich
holds the six best 6k times
and the top two 5k times in

the Greyhound record books
while going down as the most
decorated female cross coun-
try runner of all-time at
Eastern New Mexico.

List of Accomplishments

■ USTFCCCA All-
American (2016)

■ NCAA Division II South
Central Region Champion
(2016)

■ USTFCCCA All-South
Central Region (2016, 2018)

■ Lone Star Conference
Champion (2018)

■ Lone Star Conference
Women's Runner of the Year
(2016, 2018)

■ All-Lone Star
Conference (2016, 2018)

■ Lone Star Conference
Newcomer of the Year (2016)

■ First female ENMU
cross country runner to ever
qualify for the NCAA
National Championships

■ First female ENMU
cross country runner to ever
win the NCAA South Central
Region Championship

■ First female ENMU
cross country runner to ever
win the Lone Star Conference
Championship

■ ENMU 6k record time

■ ENMU 5k record time

Rotich
From Page 1D

Greyhounds

Clovis girls fall, Texico remains steady

File photo

Jasmine Davalos (5) and the Texico girls basketball team were off to a 5-2 start heading into Tuesday night’s action. Clovis suf-
fered a disappointing road loss Saturday after staging a comeback win on Friday. 



BY THE STAFF OF THE NEWS

COLORADO SPRINGS,
Colorado — The Eastern
New Mexico women's bas-
ketball team jumped up to
fifth in the latest D2SIDA
South Central Regional Poll
that was released on Monday.

The weekly poll, sponsored
by the College Sports
Information Directors of
America (CoSIDA) is voted
upon by six sports information
directors from the South
Central region, three of which
are from the Lone
Star/Heartland Conferences
and three from the Rocky
Mountain Athletic Conference.

Eastern received 30 votes,
finishing a vote ahead of
Black Hills State from the
RMAC for the No. 5 spot and
just three votes back of LSC
rival Tarleton State for fourth.

The Lone Star occupies
four of the top five spots in
this week's poll as West
Texas A&M remains in the
No. 1 spot. St. Mary's from
the Heartland Conference
made the leap to second
after picking up a win at
Angelo State, who fell to the
No. 3 position in the poll
after the loss.

By Peter Stein
STAFF WRITER

pstein@thenews.email

For Clovis’ winter teams, it will be a weekend spent far
north and west of home. And, they all hope, a weekend that
serves them well going forward.

Thursday through Saturday, Clovis’ boys basketball team
begins competing in the Academy Tournament in

Albuquerque, while the Clovis girls team takes
part in Rio Rancho’s Mel Otero Tournament
during the same span.

Saturday beginning at 10 a.m., Clovis’ swim
team will be competing in the Belen
Tournament.

Between them they’ll log a lot of miles, plen-
ty of time spent on buses. But facing all the fierce competi-
tion should make them better, no matter how they fare.

“It’ll be good,” said Clovis’ first-year swimming head
coach Gordy Westerburg. “We just came off a really, really
successful meet. So we can see a lot more good ones (this
weekend).”

Westerburg thinks there’s a chance that some of the
Wildcats’ opponents will have their heads more immersed in
studying for end-of-semester finals than swimming pools. “A
lot of kids are ready to be done with school,” he said, hoping
his team can take advantage of that.

The girls basketball team is trying to get into a regular
rhythm. After playing their first two games on successive
nights, the Lady Wildcats didn’t play their third game — a
home clash against Cleveland — until six days after the sec-
ond. They then played again the night after, had to take a long
road trip to Espanola Valley to do so, and faded in the second
half.

This weekend provides back-to-back-to-back action,
which Clovis girls head coach Jeff Reed hopes will improve
his team in more than one way.

“We’re going to gain a lot of game experience,” Reed said,
“but I think also the thing we need to do is get in game shape.
What probably hurt us Saturday night (at Espanola Valley) is
playing back-to-back and having to travel five hours. ...
Hopefully, this week we come out on the mental and physi-
cal side of it in game shape.”

The Clovis boys team is also expecting this weekend’s
competition to be a solid string of games and a glimpse into
the near future.

“We start off with Hope Christian, who’s ranked No. 2 in
4A, and then if we can win that game we’ll most likely see
Eldorado, who’s No. 2 in 5A,” said Jaden Isler, still early in
his first season as Clovis boys head coach. “Those would be
good games to win against ranked opponents that could help
us with our seeding at the end of the season.

“And secondly, being our first tournament of the year —
you’ve got to play three games in three days — it’s a little bit

of a precursor for a state tournament, to have a quick turn-
around, to be in a hotel room and have one night to prepare
for a good team.

“So, we’re using this as practice to be able to go into the
state tournament and win games.”

The Clovis boys basketball team is in the same bracket as
Hope Christian, Eldorado and Onate. The other bracket is
manned by host Albuquerque Academy, Goddard, Mayfield
and Manzano.

“So a really good tournament all the way through,” Isler
said.

The Clovis girls basketball team is in a bracket with
Centennial, Las Cruces and Piedra Vista. The other bracket is
filled by recent Wildcat foe Espanola Valley, Belen, Rio
Rancho and Albuquerque.

“I think our side of the bracket is probably the loaded side
of the bracket,” Reed said. “I think Centennial is a team we
can beat. I have a feeling it’ll be a lot like Cleveland as far as
the level it will be. And I think Piedra Vista is probably a top-
five team in the state, if not a top-eight team in the state.

“We just need to take care of business against Centennial
first, but that tournament is always a tough tournament to
play in.”

The Clovis boys will be tipping off against Hope Christian
at 11 a.m. Thursday, something else that could prepare them
for state-tournament play if they’re able to plunge deeper in
the postseason fray and compete in Bernalillo or
Albuquerque.

“You don’t know if you’re going to get a morning game, an
afternoon game, a late game (in states),” Isler said. “You’ve
got to wake up and you’ve got to perform well right away.”

For Clovis’ swim team, Belen’s Natatorium may not be
troubled waters, but certainly unfamiliar ones.

“It’s a facility that none of us have ever been to,”
Westerburg said, “and that always helps, because they get
excited about it.”

There is a lot of newness for Westerburg this season, as
he’s stepped in to replace Vincent DeMaio as Clovis head
coach. “It’s actually been fantastic,” Westerburg said. “So far
it’s gone really well.”

Better still when his swimmers succeed as much as they
have been. They returned from their most recent meet in
Seminole, Texas with 10 new individual state-qualifying
times and one new relay state-qualifier.

The new individual marks were posted by: Anya
Hammond (50 and 100 freestyles); Bella Zamora (100 butter-
fly and 100 breaststroke) Barrett Bryant (100 butterfly and
100 backstroke); Mykala Chavez (100 backstroke); Hannah
Luscombe (200 freestyle); eighth-grader Shyann Kissinger
(100 freestyle); and  Amber Westerburg (500 freestyle).

The girls 200 freestyle relay team of Kissinger, Nina Mead,
Luscombe and Tabitha May also notched a new state-quali-
fying time. 

“That was really, really good,” Coach Westerburg said of
all the new times. “I was really pleased.”

Westerburg says he plans on mixing up the swimmers into
different events this weekend in Belen, hoping they can bag
some more state-qualifying times in other events and work
toward Iron Man awards, which go to swimmers who have
qualified in every event. Zamora and Hammond already have

qualifying times in four events.
Perhaps the biggest challenge for Clovis’ swimmers is the

trek to Belen, which will be close to five hours. Westerburg
was thankful that on Tuesday he was approved to bring his
teams up to Belen on Friday. With Saturday’s meet starting at
10 a.m., they would’ve had to leave at around 3 a.m.
Saturday, then compete all day. Yikes.

This way they can relax Friday night and rest up for the
next day’s competition. So all in all, Westerburg is excited
about the weekend.

“This is a good way to finish up the semester,” he said,
“and then we go into our Christmas training camp.”

And then the Prelims finals meet, “which is kind of nice,”
Westerburg said, “because it’s kind of a precursor of how the
state meet is going to run.”
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scored a quick bucket when
the Wildcats stole the
inbound pass.

Less than a minute later,
after the Bears finally got on
the board in overtime with a
Jalen Lopez free throw,
Muscato found a lane and just
charged. The 5-foot-8
Muscato had missed all four
of his shots from the field,
and got knocked to the floor

well before his layup attempt
circled the rim twice before
dropping in.

“I never saw the shot,”
Muscato said. “While I was
on the floor, I heard every-
body going crazy. I think that
moment gave us a lot of ener-
gy.”

Muscato hit the and-one
free throw for a 68-59 advan-
tage, and Clovis salted it
away with 5-of-10 free
throws over the final two
minutes.

The Bears, led by Derek
Aeilts’ 21 points, never found

their way in overtime, going
1-of-6 from the field after
shooting 23-of-37 in regula-
tion.

“We had some good shots,”
La Cueva head coach Frank
Castillo said. “We normally
convert when we get those
chances, and we didn’t. But
Clovis made theirs, give them
credit.”

Cabeldue scored 16 points
on 7-of-11 shooting and
pulled down nine rebounds to
tie Moon for team honors,
while Morgan had 10 points
on 4-of-13 shooting and

seven boards.
“Bryce and Ro, we need

them to both average 10 a
game,” Isler said. “That kind
of effort establishes a big
presence down in the post,
and it also opens up our out-
side game.”

Clovis heads to the
Albuquerque Academy
Tournament Thursday, with
Hope Christian the first oppo-
nent. Should the Wildcats
win that one, they’re proba-
bly going to face No. 2
Eldorado in the semifinals.

Games like Saturday, Isler

said, are the only way the
Wildcats can really prepare.

“You can’t replicate this in
practice,” Isler said. “Both of

those games, it’s going to
take a big effort to win. I
don’t see us blowing out
either of those teams.”

’Cats win
From Page 1D

““WWe had a spark to us, and we really locked
in. We were spotty in the way we ran our full-
court press in the first three quarters.”

——  JJaaddeenn  IIsslleerr  ,,  CClloovviiss  bbooyyss  bbaasskkeettbbaallll  ccooaacchh  aafftteerr  tthhee  WWiillddccaattss  wwoonn

SSaattuurrddaayy’’ss  hhoommee  ooppeenneerr  aaggaaiinnsstt  LLaa  CCuueevvaa  aatt  RRoocckk  SSttaauubbuuss  GGyymm

Staff photo: Kevin Wilson

Clovis guard Josiah Lombrana goes up for the layup against La Cueva defender Isaiah Ortega in the first half of Saturday’s 72-62 Clovis win.

Eastern women
climb in new poll

Tournaments galore for Clovis teams
❏ Boys team in Albuquerque, girls
team in Rio Rancho, swim team in
Belen for weekend competitions.

WILDCATS



PAGE 4D WEDNESDAY, DEC. 12, 2018 THE EASTERN NEW MEXICO NEWSSPORTS

Staff photo: Kevin Wilson

Jaden Isler coaches in his first home game as Clovis boys basketball coach. Isler, the No. 4 scorer in Clovis history, played for his father, the late J.D. Isler, at Clovis.

Finally, Jaden Isler is home
By James Yodice

ALBUQUERQUE JOURNAL

The lure, Jaden Isler said, was too strong to ignore.
“When momma calls,” he said, “you come home.”
The Clovis High School boys basketball program has

begun a new era with Isler as its head coach. After four glo-
rious seasons coaching the Elida girls 45 miles down the
road, where he led the Tigers to four straight state champi-
onships, Isler returned to his alma mater last spring.

The 29-year-old, a 2008 Clovis graduate, is following in the
footsteps of his late father, J.D., who once coached the Wildcats.

Saturday, Isler coached his first home game at Rock
Staubus Gymnasium since returning to his alma mater, a game
his Wildcats won 72-62 in overtime.

“When Clovis opened up (in May), very, very late, I had
planned on being back at Elida,” he said Friday night after his
Wildcats fell 80-73 to No. 1-ranked Cleveland. “I took that as
a sign it was time for a new challenge. It was one of those
deals that when the opportunity showed itself, it was some-
thing I couldn’t say ‘no’ to.”

Isler said he had other job offers, but always felt that
Clovis was the one job he’d leave Elida for.

And he wants to restore the luster to this program. The
Wildcats are a cumulative 41-92 the last five seasons.

“You know, we’ve had some rough years,” Isler said. “One
thing I wanted right away is to get the community behind us.
And I wanted us to get back to that up-tempo style, back to
Clovis pressure. (To) establish the style and identity of the
program.”

Friday was the first of four visits to the metro area for
Clovis, which returns this week for the Joe Armijo Classic at
Albuquerque Academy. The Wildcats, based on Friday’s per-
formance, are going to be a handful, young as they might be.

Senior guard Jacob Moon had 18 points, junior Ro Morgan
16 as Clovis took Cleveland almost all the way to the wire.
(The Storm is not yet at full strength, as 6-foot-5 sophomore
Tre Watson is recovering from a badly sprained ankle, suf-
fered on the final play of the first half of last Saturday’s state
championship football game against La Cueva.)

That aside, Clovis demonstrated that it has a quick, big,
athletic group that can play above the rim.

“I think we can play with anybody, and I think we can beat
anybody in the state,” said Morgan, a 6-3 forward.

Clovis last played for a title in 2013. Isler was on the floor
when the Wildcats lost to Hobbs in the 2008 final.

“It’s really different with Coach Isler,” Morgan said.
“When we’re playing, it feels like he’s on the court with us.”

One of the first things Isler did was to go to Clovis’ junior
high schools and get future Wildcats on the same program
and in the same system Isler is running. “No zones,” he said
with a smile. Isler is Clovis’ No. 4 all-time leading scorer and
the school’s all-time leader in assists.

“Bring back that swagger you get from playing a physical,
up-tempo style,” he continued. “That’s what I wanted.”

Isler has had to overcome his own issues just to start this
season. He had surgery on his heart — twice — just in the
last several weeks.

He wears a defibrillator, but it got infected just before
Thanksgiving. There was one surgery to detect that, and
another operation to install in a new device.

Isler spent a few days in a Dallas-area hospital, and has two
“racquetball-size” holes in his chest. He wears a wound vac-
uum virtually around the clock; doctors allowed him to take
it off only for Clovis’ two games. But he was back on the vac-
uum as soon as he got on the bus leaving Cleveland.

“I’m on it 24-7,” he said. The need for the defibrillator
goes back to when he finished his playing days at Clovis.
While watching a softball game, he collapsed and his heart
stopped. That was two weeks after his final game for the
Wildcats.

Today, he is fully invested in getting Clovis back into the
statewide conversation of big-school powers.

“He’s just an intense guy, and he pushes us to our limits,”
said Moon. “To be the best we can be. (And) it’s on a relat-
able level.”

““IIt ‘s really different with Coach Isler. When we’re
playing, it feels like he’s on the court with us.”

——  RRoo  MMoorrggaann  ,,  CClloovviiss  jjuunniioorr  ffoorrwwaarrdd

❏ Coaches his first Rock Staubus
game since returning to alma mater.

Texico boys fall in triple overtime 

BY THE STAFF OF THE NEWS

TEXICO — It was bound
to happen sooner or later.

Saturday, Texico’s boys
basketball team endured
something last season’s
Wolverines didn’t endure
until their 30th and final
game.

A loss.
Incredibly, it took three

overtimes to do it, but on
Saturday night the Texico
boys were beaten for the first
time this season when they
fell 61-59 in three — count
’em — three overtimes in the
Farwell Tournament champi-
onship game.

“I’m not sure that I’ve
ever coached a triple over-
time game,” Texico head
coach Ty Thatcher said.
“I’ve been in some single
and double overtime games,
but that might be the first
triple overtime game for me.

Seemed like it was midnight
when we were finishing up.”  

The game was tied at 39
after regulation, at 47 after
one overtime period, at 53
following two OTs.

On they went into the third
overtime where Farwell pre-
vailed.

“Basically, it came down
to execution,” Thatcher
said. “We had a couple of
turnovers that turned into
free throws at the other
end. They hit some shots
and we didn’t in that last
overtime.”

The 2017-18 Wolverines
went 29-0 before losing to
Pecos in the 3A champi-
onship game at the Pit. This
year’s Wolves — now 2A —
began the season 4-0 and
forged their way into
Saturday night’s Farwell
Tournament title game.

Texico led 13-10 after the
first quarter, but trailed 21-19
at halftime. The Wolverines
were up 32-30 by the third
quarter’s end, and had
chances to pull it out.

The latest chance in regu-
lation came with three sec-

onds left, with the game tied
at 39 and the ball in senior
point guard Dalton
Thatcher’s hands. Thatcher’s
potential game-winner was
off, though, and overtime
ensued.

Luke Phipps hit from deep
in both overtimes to help

extend the game. By the
third overtime, though, the
Texico ranks had grown thin,
with three starters fouled out.

“The younger guys were
doing a good job,” Ty
Thatcher said. “They had a
few more weapons than we
did as far as size, and kind of

exposed the smaller players.
“But I thought the effort

was good. To use our super-
intendent’s statement, he
told me after the game that
he thought the kids played
with resiliency.”

Dalton Thatcher led the
Wolves with 16 points, fol-
lowed by Phipps with 14 and
Skyler Davis with 13.

Though it was Texico’s
first loss in nine months, it
was a legit one.

“Farwell’s a good team,”
Coach Thatcher said. “Yes,
we have beaten them, and we
beat them in the second
game of the season. That was
their first game of the year
when we played them and
(as of Monday), they’re 10-
1. They’ve definitely had
more gym time than we
have.”

Coach Thatcher was
encouraged by how his play-
ers seemed to be responding
to that initial defeat.

“I think practice was pret-
ty good (Monday),” he said.
“We made some adjustments
to figure out some of our
clock-management situa-
tions that we ran into the

other night. We put them on
the line which is a crucial
error that we made in the
closing minutes.”

And perhaps it wasn’t a
bad thing that Texico
absorbed a December loss.
As he sat in the post-game
press conference following
the Wolverines’ champi-
onship-game loss to Pecos
last March, Coach Thatcher
discussed the possibility that
losing in the last game of the
season had hurt his team,
discussed the notion of his
team maybe being tight,
maybe putting too much
pressure on itself when the
idea of an undefeated season
had become a thing.

Monday, nine months
later, he discussed it again
after this season’s team had
gotten a loss out of the way.

“Last year, everybody
seemed to tell me that we
needed to lose a game early
and learn from it, so I guess
that’s where we’re at now,”
Coach Thatcher said. “I’m
still not a hundred percent
sure that’s the way it’s sup-
posed to work, because we
strive to win every game.”

❏ Wolves endure
first loss since 3A
state title game. ““BBasically, i t  came down to execution. We

had a couple of turnovers that turned into
free throws at the other end. They hit some
shots and we didn’t in that last overtime. ...
But I thought the effort was good. To use
our superintendent’s statement, he told me
after the game that he thought the kids
played with resil iency.”

——  TTyy  TThhaattcchheerr  ,,  TTeexxiiccoo  hheeaadd  ccooaacchh  ddiissccuussssiinngg  hhiiss  tteeaamm’’ss  ffiirrsstt  lloossss  ooff  tthhee  sseeaassoonn..  
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